
HOUSE 980

By Mr. O’Leary of Boston, petition of Gerald F. O’Leary for legislation to
make pre-primary conventions permissive and to allow the convention agenda to
be determined by the delegates. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act to make pre-primary conventions permissive and to
ALLOW THE CONVENTION AGENDA TO BE DETERMINED BY THE

DELEGATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority oj the same, as
follows:

Ci)t Common&ealtf) of Massachusetts!

1 Section 54 of chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first sentence, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 29 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following four sentences:—The chairman of
5 the state committee of a political party shall call a meeting of
6 said committee on or before the first Wednesday in April in a
7 year in which a biennial state election is held for the purpose
8 of determining whether a state convention shall be held as
9 hereinafter provided. If the majority of said committee shall

10 vote in the negative, the chairman shall not issue a call for a
11 state convention. If said vote is in the affirmative, the
12 chairman of the state committee shall issue a call on or before
13 the first Wednesday in May to hold a state convention, to be
14 held not earlier than June fifth and not later than June
15 twenty-seventh, in said year. The delegates at such conven-
-16 tion shall by vote determine whether the party shall endorse
17 for nomination candidates for offices to be filled by all the
18 voters of the commonwealth to be voted for at the ensuing
19 state primary, and if such vote is in the affirmative the
20 delegates shall endorse candidates for nomination, adopt a
21 platform and act upon such matters consistent with law as
22 the convention may determine.




