
HOUSE . 1249

By Mr. Melia of Boston, petition of John F. Melia relative to insurance
payments to heirs of decedents. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act relative to insurance payments to heirs of
DECEDENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 187 E of chapter 175 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended toread as follows: —

3 Section 187E. A company which upon the death of an
4 individual residing in the commonwealth owes his estate a
5 sum of money under any policy or policies of life, endowment
6 or accident or health insurance, or any annuity or pure
7 endowment contract or contracts shall be required within ten
8 days thereafter, upon satisfactory proof, pay such sum to the
9 surviving spouse, or, if none, to one or more of his heirs under

10 section three of chapter one hundred and ninety, provided,
11 however, that any policy having no named beneficiary, the
12 amount due under said policy shall be paid directly within
13 ten days to the surviving spouse. Any claim by a surviving
14 spouse, where there is no named beneficiary shall be
15 paramount to any claims of an executor, administrator, or
16 special administrator of the estate of the decedent. Written
17 claims for any sums due may be made by writing to the
18 company’s nearest office doing business nearest to the resi-
-19 dence of the surviving spouse.
20 Any company who fails to comply with the provisions of
21 this section shall be liable to a surviving spouse when named
22 as beneficiary or, to a surviving spouse when there is no
23 named beneficiary, treble the amount payable upon death
24 under such policy plus six per cent interest from the date of
25 demand.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage
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