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By Mr. Dever of Arlington, petition of Richard E. McLaughlin (Registrar of
Motor Vehicles) for regulating further the issuing of citations for motor vehicle
law violations. The Judiciary.

An Act further regulating the issuing of citations for
AUTOMOBILE LAW VIOLATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 90C of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out clause three in the definition
3 of “citation” and inserting in its place the following
4 clause;
5 (3) the registry of motor vehicles record, which shall be a
6 copy in duplicate of the original and the reverse sides of
7 which shall be an abstract of the court record in accordance
8 with the provisions of section twenty-seven of chapter
9 ninety;

1 Section 2. Section 2of chapter 90C of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first sentence of the third
3 paragraph thereof and inserting in its place the following
4 paragraph:—
5 A failure to give the original of the citation to the offender
6 at the time and place of the violation shall constitute a
7 defense in any trial for such offense, except where the violator
8 could not have been stopped, or where additional time was
9 reasonably necessary to determine the nature of the violation

10 or the identity of the offender or where the court finds that
11 some other circumstance, not inconsistent with the purpose of
12 this section, namely, to cause violators of automobile law to
13 be brought uniformly to iustice, justifies the failure.
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Section 3. Section 2 of chapter 90C of the General Laws as
amended by chapter 64 of the acts of 1966 is hereby further
amended by striking out the second sentence in the fourth
paragraph thereof and inserting in its place the following
sentence:—If the police officer has directed that an applica-
tion for a complaint be filed, said police chief or person
authorized by him shall deposit the parts of the citation
designated as the request for a complaint, together with a duly
executed application for a complaint and the duplicate reg-
istry of motor vehicles record, with the court having jurisdic-
tion over the offense at a time no later than three days after
the date on which the citation was written, Sundays and legal
holidays excepted.
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