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By Mr. Ahearn of Norwood, petition of David C. Ahearn that cities and towns
be authorized to establish physical qualifications for applicants for appointment
as police officers. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

AN Act authorizing cities and towns to establish certain
PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR APPLICANTS FOR APPOINTMENT AS
POLICE OFFICERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 The first paragraph of section 48 of chapter 31 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as
3 most recently amended by chapter 246 of the acts of 1967, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: Regular or
5 permanent members of police and fire forces of cities, and regu-
-6 lar or permanent members of police and fire forces and call fire
7 forces of such towns as, with reference to said forces, respectively,
8 accept the provisions of this section as hereinafter provided or
9 have accepted corresponding provisions of earlier laws, and

10 chiefs of police or officers performing similar duties, however
11 entitled, and chiefs of fire departments or officers performing
12 similar duties, however entitled, of such cities or towns, as, with
13 reference to such officers, respectively, accept the provisions of
14 this section as hereinafter provided or have accepted correspond-
-15 ing provisions of earlier laws, shall be subject to the provisions
16 of this chapter and the rules established thereunder; except that
17 no rule regulating the height and weight of persons eligible to
8 become members of the fire or police departments shall be made

19 or enforced except by the city council or selectmen; and except
20 further that no rule shall prescribe any minimum or maximum
21 age limits for applicants in police departments except by the
22 city council or selectmen; and except further that no rule shall
23 prescribe a maximum age limit for applicants in fire depart-
-24 ments lower than thirty-five years or a minimum age limit
25 therefor higher than twenty-two years.
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