
. No. 1955HOUSE .

I

*

By Mr. Holgate of Boston, petition of Franklin Holgate,
Michael E. Haynes that provision be made for
wealth and local housing, urban renewal and community developme
Urban Affairs

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act providing for citizen participation in commonwealth
AND LOCAL HOUSING, URBAN RENEWAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAMS.

1 Whereas the deferred operation of this act would defeat
2 its purpose, which is to provide the coordination and other
3 assistance needed immediately by local communities in order
4 to continue their efforts to meet the problems caused by the
5 persistent spread of urban slums and blight and the additional
6 requirements for decent, safe and sanitary housing and for
7 community facilities and services created by the rapid expan-
-8 sion of our urban population and in order effectively to im-
-9 plement the increasing number of federal programs of finan-

-10 cial assistance affecting community development which those
11 factors have necessitated, therefore this act is hereby declared
12 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-
-13 tion of the public convenience and welfare.

1 Section 6of chapter 23A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out from line 6 thereof the words “public
3 housing,” “relocation” and from line fifteen thereof the words
4 “urban renewal.’

1 Section 2. Chapter 23A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 6 a new section, as follows:
3 Section 6A. Citizens Council on Housinq

, Urban Renewal

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

Clje Commontoealtf) of asasoadjusetts
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4 and Community Affairs. There is hereby established a citi-
-5 zens council on housing, urban renewal and community affairs.
6 Said council shall consist of the commissioner and the deputy
7 commissioners of housing, urban renewal and planning, as
8 members ex olliciis, and thirty residents of the commonwealth
9 to be appointed by the governor with the advice of the com-

10 missiouer, from among interested citizens with experience in
11 urban renewal, construction, social work, mortgage financing,
12 architecture, law, land use planning, municipal government
13 and including representatives of housing associations, labor
14 organizations, tenants groups and local groups interested in^
15 improving the conditions of community life. The members ex
16 officiis shall have no vote. At no time shall there he more than
17 twenty members of the same major political party on the coun-
-18 cil. The council shall be an agency of the commonwealth and
19 shall serve in the department of commerce and development.
20 The council shall have the following duties and powers:
21 (a) to recommend policies to improve the performance of
22 all housing and community renewal agencies of the common-
-23 wealth and its subdivisions and to promote cooperation among
24 them;
25 ( h ) to assist and advise the deputy commissioners for hous-
-26 ing and urban renewal or any successor official performing
27 their functions within the department on policy, program de-
-28 velopment and priorities of need in the commonwealth for
29 comprehensive programs in housing;
30 (c) to assist and cooperate with any citizens council estab-
-31 lished by local housing or urban renewal authorities;
32 (d) to assist and cooperate with any local agency estab-
-33 lished under the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan De-
-34 velopment Act of 1966 (“Model Cities”) ;

35 (e) to review the annual plans and proposed annual budget
36 of the department and make recommendations to the commis-
-37 sioner in regard thereto;
38 (/) to participate with the department in holding a regula^
39 series of public hearings throughout the commonwealth to
40 obtain the views and recommendations of local housing, urban
41 renewal and planning officials, private groups and citizens on
42 fulfilling the purposes defined in chapter twenty-three, section
43 2(a%) ;
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44 (</) to cooperate with the Metropolitan Area Planning Coun-
cil as created by Chapter six hundred sixty-eight of the acts of
nineteen hundred sixty-three;

45
46
47 (h) to study and evaluate local programs undertaken by

communities of the commonwealth in the areas of comprehen-
sive city demonstrations, urban renewal, land assembly and
redevelopment, rehabilitation, conservation, code enforcement,
community and neighborhood facilities, comprehensive local
planning, community renewal planning, veterans’, elderly, low-
and-middle income and low-rent housing, rent supplementa-
tion, and rehousing or relocation of individuals, families, busi-
nesses and non-profit organizations displaced by public action
within the commonwealth;

48
49
50
51
KOa:

53

5a

56
(i) to submit to the commissioner, the governor and the gen-

eral court annually, on or before the first Monday in Novem-
ber, its findings and recommendations regarding the operation
of housing, urban and community renewal programs within the
commonwealth and its recommendations for the improvement
of same through legislation or other means;

01

58

59
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62
63 (j) to issue from time to time such reports on housing, ur-

ban and community renewal as it shall deem to be in the public
interest.

64
65

The council, by majority vote of its members shall elect
annually its own chairman and such other officers as it sees
fit, from among its members. It shall meet not less than six
times annually, and the interval between any two meetings
shall not exceed three months. Meetings shall be called by the
chairman on not less than fourteen days notice. The mem-
bers of the council shall be reimbursed for their necessary
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties but other-
wise shall receive no compensation.

66
67
68
69
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73
74

Upon the expiration of the term of office of a member, his
successor shall be appointed for a term of five years. No per-
son shall be appointed to serve for more than two full terms.
Prior service on said council for a term of less than three
years, resulting from an initial appointment or an appoint-
ment for the remainder of an unexpired term shall not be
counted as a full term.
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82 If any member is absent from more than three regularly

scheduled meetings in one calendar year, exclusive of July83
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84 and August, his office as a member of said board shall be
85 deemed vacant and the chairman of the council shall forthwith
86 notify the governor that such vacancy exists.
87 The council shall, by a two thirds vote of all of its mem-
-88 bers, appoint a director of research who shall be executive
89 director and may, at its discretion, remove such appointee
90 by a similar vote. He shall receive such salary, not exceed-
-91 ing ,

as the council may determine, and subject
92 to appropriation and other perquisites as the council may
93 approve. Upon the recommendation of the director of re-
-94 search, the council may employ not more than two profes-
-95 sional associates, who shall serve at the pleasure of the coun-
-96 cil and who shall receive such compensation as the council
97 shall determine, such clerical and technical assistants as may
98 be necessary and such consultants as the director of research
99 may recommend to study specific matters of concerns to the

100 council.

1 Section 3. Chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 2617 a new section:
3 flection 26N (2). Citizens Councils. There shall be es-
4 tablished in a municipality having over one hundred thousand
5 inhabitants, and in municipalities having under one hundred
6 thousand inhabitants, there may be established a citizens
7 council of fifteen members to be selected by the mayor, board
8 of selectmen or in a city operating under a Plan E charter,
9 the city manager, which members shall he selected on the ha-

10 sis of their experience in urban renewal, construction, social
11 work, mortgage financing, architecture, law, land use plan-
-12 ning. municipal government and including representatives of
13 housing associations, labor organizations, tenants groups and
14 local groups interested in improving conditions of community
15 life. Such councils shall act as an advisory board to the hous-
-16 ing authority in such community and shall cooperate with the
17 state citizens council on housing, urban renewal and cora-
ls munitv affairs.
19 Such citizens councils shall organize themselves, elect a
20 chairman and such other officers as are deemed necessary,
21 and shall continuously study the needs of their community
22 with respect to urban renewal, rehabilitation, conservation,



1968.] HOUSE —No. 1955. 5

I

*

code enforcement, community and neighborhood facilities,
veterans’, elderly, low and middle cost housing rent supple-
mentation and relocation and rehousing of individuals, busi-
nesses and non-profit organizations displaced by public action,
including the local budgetary provisions therefor and shall
make such specific recommendations with regard thereto, as
they shall deem to be in the public interest.

23
24
25
26
27
28

29
Such councils shall file an annual report of their activities

and recommendations on or before the first Monday of July
of each year, with the appointing authority and other local
officials, with the chairman of the state citizens council on
housing, urban renewal and community affairs and with the
commissioner of commerce and development.

30
31
32
33
34
35

Section 4. Chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by adding after section 26QQ a new section as fol-
lows :

1
o

3
4 Section 26QQ (Vo). Citizens Councils. Any citizens coun-

cil established pursuant to section three, supra, shall, in mu-
nicipalities in which an urban redevelopment authority has
been established, also serve as an advisory board to such
authority. Such citizens council shall perform like duties with
respect to such urban redevelopment authority as it does
with respect to the local housing authority.
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