
HOUSE . No. 2017
By Messrs. Frye of Boston and Sears of Boston, petition of John W. Sears,

Maurice E. Frye, Jr., Edward M. Dickson and Francis W. Hatch, Jr., for an
investigation by a special commission (including members of the General Court)
relative to ways of improving the administration of justice in poverty stricken
areas of the Commonwealth. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

Resolve to establish a special commission (including mem-
bers OF THE GENERAL COURT) TO STUDY AND INVESTIGATE WAYS
TO IMPROVE THE ADMINISTRATION Of JUSTICE IN POVERTY AREAS.

1 Resolved, That a special commission to consist of two mem-
-2 hers of the senate, four members of the house of representatives,
3 the chief justice of the supreme judicial court, or his designee,
4 the chief justice of the superior court or his designee, the
5 attorney general or his designee, the president of the Massachu-
-6 setts Bar Association or his designee, and three persons to be
7 appointed by the governor, is hereby established to study and
8 investigate the problems of the administration of justice in
9 poverty areas within the commonwealth.
9 Said commission shall consult with representatives of all

10 levels of the judicial branch, with members of law school facul-
-11 ties and other experts to consider ways to improve the admin-
-12 istration of justice in poverty areas. Said commission shall
13 consider such matters as providing indigents with access to
14 counsel, to investigative resources and to research facilities.
15 Said commission may hire an executive secretary to correlate
16 its findings and prepare its report, such person to receive a
17 salary not to exceed twenty-five hundred dollars and such per-
-18 son shall not be subject to the provisions of chapter thirty-one
19 of the General Laws.
20 Said commission shall report its findings and recomraenda-
-21 tions, together with any legislation necessary to implement
22 them to the general court not later than November thirty,
23 nineteen hundred sixty-eight.
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