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By Mr. Read of Sandwich, petition of Manuel S. White, Jr., for legislation to
establish a Massachusetts state police narcotics unit. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act establishing a Massachusetts state police narcotics
unit.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 22 of the General Laivs is hereby amended by in-
-2 sorting after section 9R the following section: ■—-

3 Section 9S. There shall be created within the uniformed
4 branch of the division of state police a unit to be officially
5 designated as the “Massachusetts state police narcotics
6 unit” said members of which shall be especially charged
7 with the enforcement of narcotic and harmful drug laws
8 throughout the commonwealth. It may be a part of the crim-
-9 inal information bureau for administrative purposes but shall

10 not be subservient thereto. Said unit is to consist of and be
11 maintained at a constant level of not less than twenty officers
12 who shall be strategically located throughout the common-
-13 wealth.
14 During their tour of duty with the Narcotics Unit said offi-
-15 cers shall not, except in cases of grave emergency, be available
16 for other duties. In addition to the powers normal to their
17 office they shall be empowered to arrest, without a warrant,
18 any person found violating sections one hundred and eighty-
-19 six through one hundred and ninety-four, inclusive, and sec-
-20 tions one hundred and ninety-eight through two hundred and
21 seventeen D, inclusive, of chapter ninety-four, for which a pe-
-22 riod of imprisonment of one year or more is provided.
23 The unit shall be under the command of a commissioned offi-
-24 cer and such subordinate commissioned and non-commissioned
25 officers as are necessary to fulfill the purposes of this act. They
26 may be assisted by a narcotics consultant, who need not be a
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27 member of the uniformed branch, and such clerical assistance
28 as may be necessary for the proper administration thereof.
29 Members of the uniformed branch of the division of state
30 police who were engaged in the enforcement of narcotic and
31 harmful drug laws on February first, nineteen hundred and
32 sixty-seven, together with the present narcotics consultant,
33 shall form the nucleus of the State Police Narcotics Unit. Ad-
-34 ditional officers, each of whom has served at least two years
35 in the uniformed branch shall be chosen to fill the remaining
36 vacancies. Thereafter, vacancies shall be filled by members
37 of the uniformed branch who are chosen on the basis of their
38 knowledge of narcotics and harmful drug laws and problems
39 relating thereto.
40 Nothing herein shall be construed as preventing the com-
-41 missioner of public safety from assigning such additional offi-
-42 cers. on limited tours of duty, as are necessary to meet unusual
43 needs of the unit. During their tour of duty, said officers may
44 exercise the same powers and be entitled to the same privi-
-45 leges as permanently assigned personnel.
46 Officers assigned to the narcotics unit shall be individually
47 provided with swift means of transportation, receive an al-
-48 lowance in lieu of maintenance of sixty dollars monthly and
49 a clothing allowance of ten dollars monthly.


