
HOUSE . 2396

By Mr. Abeam of Norwood, petition of David C. Abeam that the Registrar of
£ Motor Vehicles be prohibited from suspending or revoking motor vehicle licenses

after convictions for driving while under the influence of liquor. Public Safety.

c
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act prohibiting the registrar of motor vehicles to
SUSPEND OR REVOKE LICENSES AFTER CONVICTIONS OF DRUNKEN
DRIVING, AND VESTING SUCH AUTHORITY IN THE COURT.

1 Section 1. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section (1)(6), as most recently

3 amended by chapter 200 of the acts of 1964, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:—
5 (6) A conviction of a violation of the preceding paragraph
6 of this section shall be reported forthwith by the court or
7 magistrate to the registrar, provided, however that the regis-
8 trar shall not suspend or revoke the license or the right to
9 operate of any person so convicted.

1 Section 2. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section (l)(c), as most recently
3 amended by chapter 198 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:—

iff 5 (c) A court or magistrate, while imposing sentence upon a
6 person found guilty of a violation of subdivision (l)(o) of
7 this section, shall have the duty and authority to determine,

~ Bin the court’s discretion, whether such person’s license, or
* 9 right to operate, shall be suspended or revoked and for what

10 period such suspension or revocation shall remain in effect.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:
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Such suspension or revocation shall be reported forthwith by
the court or magistrate to the registrar. The following stan-
dards as to the period of suspension or revocation shall be
discretionary with the court:
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(1) five years, if the person so convicted had been con-
victed of a violation of paragraph (1) (a) within six years
preceding the present conviction;
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(2) ten years, if the action of the person so convicted
caused an accident resulting in the death of another;
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(3) one year, in all other cases. 120


