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By Mr. Ahearn of Norwood, petition of David C. Ahearn for a legislative

amendment to the Constitution relative to the annual sessions of the Genera
A Court. The Judicial

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
CONCERNING THE ANNUAL SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL COURT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and
2 House of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it
3 to be expedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of

4 the following Article of Amendment, to the end that it may
5 become a part of the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a
6 joint session of the next General Court and approved by the
7 people at the state election next following] :

8 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

9 Article . The political year shall begin on the first
10 Wednesday of January, and the general court shall assemble
11 each year on the first Wednesday in January and shall proceed
12 at that session to make all necessary elections, and having
13 made same, shall dissolve without any proclamation or other
14 act of the governor, and shall thereafter reassemble on the first
15 Wednesday of March in that year. The session commenced on

# 16 the first Wednesday of January shall extend to the day next
17 preceding the first Wednesday of March and shall otherwise
18 be dedicated solely to the holding of meetings and perform-

-19 ance of their other work in their usual manner by committees.
2O The session commenced on the first Wednesday of March shall
21 extend to the day next preceding the first Wednesday in June
22 when the general court shall dissolve for summer recess with-

Cl\)t Commontoealtf) of o©assacJnisctto



2 [Jan. 1968.HOUSE — No. 2504.

*

4

I

>y

23 out any proclamation or any other act of the governor, except
24 that notwithstanding any summer recess, special commissions,
25 and committees, may have such meetings or perform such of
26 their other work as they judge necessary. In the session com-
-27 menced with the first Wednesday of June, aforementioned, the
28 general court shall commence performance of the acts and
29 duties which it is required by the Constitution to perform and
30 treat such other matters as may he admitted as properly
31 before it.
32 The general court shall thereafter next assemble on the first
33 Wednesday of September and shall remain in session there-
-34 after until the completion of its work and the acts and duties
35 required of it by the Constitution, and shall then dissolve
36 without any proclamation or any other act of the governor.
37 Nothing contained herein shall prevent the general court
38 from assembling at such other times as they judge necessary,
39 or when called together by the governor.
40 All the provisions of the existing constitution inconsistent
41 with the provisions herein contained are hereby annulled.


