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By Mr. Flaherty of Cambridge, petition of Charles F. Flaherty, Jr., for the es-
tablishment of the office of administrative counsel and providing for the appoint-
ment of said counsel by the General Court. Rules (concurrently.).icurn

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act establishing an administrative counsel.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 3of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 after section 62, under the caption administrative counsel,
3 the following four sections:
4 Section 63. There is hereby established the office of admin-
-5 istrative counsel. Counsel thereof shall be appointed by a
6 majority vote of the senators and house of representatives and
7 his services shall be available to the members of the general court.
8 He shall deal only with cases referred to him by senators and
9 representatives and furnish his findings and recommendations

10 to said legislators.
11 Said counsel shall, in response to inquiries or complaints,
12 submitted by any legislator, provide information relative to
13 any administrative act or action of an agency or refer said
14 inquiry or complaint to an appropriate agency.
15 He shall review the case, referred to him by any legislator,
16 of any person who alleges that he has been subjected to any
17 improper penalty, or that he has been denied any right or
18 benefit to which he is entitled under the laws of the common-
-19 wealth, or that the determination or award of any such right
20 or benefit has been unreasonably delayed, as a result of any
21 action or failure on the part of any officer or employee of the
22 commonwealth.
23 Section 64. Said counsel shall keep a record of all public
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24 publications of the commonwealth; provide detailed information
25 of the purposes, scope and procedures of all major programs
26 or refer any persons to the appropriate office which can provide
27 said information; keep a record of the existence and procedures
28 of all boards of appeal and similar agencies to whom a person
29 aggrieved may appeal for possible redress and relief.
30 If said counsel refers a legislator to any other agency, he
31 shall later confirm with such legislator whether further action
32 on its part is required to satisfy the original request.
33 Any information required to be kept by said counsel shall be
34 made available to all interested persons upon request except
35 information deemed to be of a confidential nature.
36 Section 66. The office of administrative counsel shall be kept
37 informed as to the progress and final disposition of a case referred
38 to another agency and shall advise the legislator concerned of
39 such further action as may be necessary to effect a satisfactory
40 solution.
41 Section 66. The office of administrative counsel may publish
42 its reports or recommendations, or such portions of them, as
43 it may deem to be in the public interest; provided that any
44 material which is deemed to be of confidential nature and not
45 properly in the public domain may be withheld from publication.


