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By Mr. Serlin of Boston, petition of I. Edward Serlin for legislation to clarify 

the methods and rights of persons applying for medical assistance. Social 
Welfare. 

> Cf)e Commontocaltl) of £pi0sacijusetts 

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight. 

A N ACT CLARIFYING T H E M E T H O D S AND R I G H T S OF PERSONS APPLY-
I N G FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANCE. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: 

g 1 Section 15 of chapter 118A of the General Laws, as most 
2 recently amended by chapter 658 of the acts of 1967, is 
3 hereby further amended by striking out section fifteen and 
4 inserting in place thereof the following section:— 
5 Section 15. Any person may apply for medical assistance to 
6 the department. A person who is a patient in an institution 
7 shall be considered to reside in the state in which he last 
8 maintained a residence outside an institution; provided, 
9 however, that when the person has been a patient in a mental 

10 health facility and is ready to return to a community, he shall 
11 not be disqualified by reason of not having evidence of a prior 
12 residence outside of such facility. In such event, the service 
13 center where the person is to be placed will be responsible for 

j 14 granting assistance. Any institution furnishing such medical 
15 assistance may refer an individual to the department for the 
16 purposes of the individual's making an application, or to 
17 intervene if such application is made by the individual, and 

^ 18 in either event shall be entitled to notice, hearing and appeal 
19 in the same manner as the applicant. Nothing herein con-
20 tained, however, shall be construed to grant to such institu-
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21 tion any rights which supersede the rights of an applicant. 
22 Applications may be taken by the department's employees 
23 with not less than one year's experience, in office space 
24 provided by institutions entering into agreements with the 
25 department for such purposes. The applicant shall be given | 
26 the informational pamphlet at the time of application, and 
27 when the applicant is physically or mentally unable to 
28 participate in the application process, based on the judgment 
29 of the department's social worker, then the informational 
30 pamphlet shall be given or mailed to the applicant's spouse or 
31 nearest determinable next of kin. Rule five of the Rules for 
32 the medical assistance program approved on September 
33 twenty-ninth, nineteen hundred and sixty-six, by the ad-
34 visory board of the department of public welfare is hereby 
35 declared to be null and void. 


