
No. 3111HOUSE .

By Mr. Cronin of Andover, petition of Paul W. Cronin, John A. S. McGlennon,
Martin A. Linsky, John F. St. Cyr and Harry A. S. Read for legislation to au-
thorize the use of absentee ballots in municipal elections. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act authorizing the use of absentee ballots in municipal

ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 86, as most recently amended
3 by section 1 of chapter 213 of the acts of 1961, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 86. Any voter who during the hours that the polling
6 places are open on the day of election is absent from the city or
7 town where he is a voter by reason of his employment in another
8 community or for any other reason or who will be unable by
9 reason of physical disability to cast his vote in person at the

10 polling place, and whose application for an official absent voting
11 ballot has been filed with the city or town clerk as provided in
12 section eighty-nine, or with the state secretary, and certified
13 under section ninety-one, may vote in accordance with sections
14 eighty-seven to one hundred and three, inclusive; provided,
15 that a voter who is in a penal institution under sentence shall
16 not be entitled or permitted to avail himself of the provisions
17 of this and the seventeen following sections; and provided,
18 further, that a voter who will be unable by reason of physical
19 disability to cast his vote in person at the polling place shall
20 file with the city or town clerk with his application for an official
21 absent voting ballot a certificate executed by a registered phy-
-22 sician, attending registered nurse, attending licensed practical
23 nurse, superintendent of a hospital or like institution, a prac-
-24 titioner of the Christian Science Church, or an ordained minister,
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25 priest, or rabbi who is personally acquainted with the voter and
26 aware of his physical disability, stating that the voter will be
27 unable by reason of physical disability to cast his vote in person
28 at the polling place on the day of election.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 54 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 87, as most recently amended by chapter
3 134 of the acts of 1967, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing section:
5 Section 87. Prior to each election the state secretary shall
6 prepare in such quantities as he may deem necessary the fol-
-7 lowing papers:
8 (a) Official absent voting ballots, similar in all respects to the
9 official ballot to be used at such election, except that they shall

10 be printed on paper differing in color from that used for official
11 or specimen ballots and except that instructions referred to in
12 subsection (e) may be printed on the back of such absent voting
13 ballots.
14 ( b ) Blank forms of application for such ballots, worded a
15 follows:

, hereby apply for an absent voting ballot. I ari

resident of the city or town of and a duly registered voter at
(Street and Number)

and, as I believe, entitled to vote at the
(City or Town)

in the city ornext election at ward
town of

precinct

(Date)(Signature)

CHECK ONE;

□ Mail official absent voting ballot tc
(Street and Number)

(City or Town) (State or Country

□ I will call for the ballot at the office
(If in the service of the United State:

if the town or city clerk
, the applicant will fill out the following:)
■e of the United States, and my rank orI am in the military, naval, civil servi

official position is

(Da(Signature)

to east his vote in person at the pol(If unable by reason of physical disability b
ing place, the applicant will sign the following

I hereby certify that I will be unable b n of pi ty to cast
my vote in person at the polling place on the date of the electior

Dat(Signature)
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CERTIFICATE OF PHYSICIAN, HOSPITAL SUPERINTENDENT,
ATTENDING REGISTERED NURSE OR LICENSED PRACTICAL

NURSE, ORDAINED MINISTER, PRIEST OR RABBI, OR
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE PRACTITIONER.

1> , certify that the applicant per-
sonally known to me, will by reason of physical disability be unable to cast his
vote at the polling place on the date of the election.

Name
Residence
Designation

We, the undersigned, a majority of the registrars of voters of the
of hereby certify that the above signa-

ture, to the best of our knowledge and belief, appears to be genuine, and that we
believe said is a duly registered voter in said ward
precinct , city or town of

Registrars of the of

16 Any form of written communication evidencing a desire that
17 an absent voting ballot be sent to him for use for voting at any
18 election where absent voting is permitted shall be given the
19 same effect as an application for an absent voting ballot made
20 in the form prescribed by law.
21 (c) Envelopes of sufficient size to contain the ballots speci-
-22 fied in subsection (a), bearing on their reverse one or the other
23 of the following affidavits, as the case may be

(1) for ballots forwarded by mail:
State of
County of , ss.

I,
, do solemnly swear that I am a registered voter at

, in the city or town of , Massachusetts;
(V oting Address)

that I have carefully read the instructions forwarded to me with the ballot herein
enclosed; that I have marked, enclosed, and sealed the within ballot as stated
hereon by the person taking my oath; and that I have marked said ballot in, and
that I will mail it at the post office situated in the city or town of ,

in the state or county of
Signature
Subscribed and sworn to bef above affiant, personally known to me,by tl

19day ofor identified to my satisfaction, thi;
in the city or town of state or county of , and
I hereby certify that when I was alone with the affiant, he showed me the ballot
herein enclosed, unmarked, and then in my presence marked the same without my
seeing how he marked it, after which he sealed said ballot in this envelope. I had
no communication with the affiant as to how he was to vote.
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Name
Residence
Official title or military or naval rank

'Date of expiration of commission of notary public or justice of peace.)
'2) for ballots delivered in person at the office of the clerk;

~ ss.

, do solemnly swear that I am a registered voter at
in the city or town of , Massachusetts,

1.

(Voting Addres
in ward , precinct , that on the day of the election to

current year I shall be absent from the city or town in which I am
a voter but that I have no address outside said city or town from which said ballot
may be seasonably returned, that I have carefully read the instructions delivered
to me with the ballot herein enclosed, and that I have marked, enclosed and sealed
the within ballot as stated hereon by the person taking my oath.

Signatu

Subscribed and sworn to before me by the above affiant, personally known to
me or identified to my satisfaction, this day , 19 ,

in the city (or town) of , and I herebjr certify that when I was
alone with the affiant he showed me the ballot herein enclosed, unmarked, and then
in my presence marked the same without my seeing how he marked it, after which
he sealed said ballot in this envelope. I had no communication with the affiant
as to how he was to vote.

Name
Clerk (or assistant) of the city (or town) of

24 (d) Envelopes of size sufficient to contain the preceding, ad-
-25 dressed to the clerks of the several cities and towns within the
26 commonwealth, upon which shall be printed “Enclosed is the
27 absent voter ballot of and blank spaces for the
28 name, address and voting place of the sender with the words
29 “name as registered,” “address where registered,” “ward” and
30 “precinct” appropriately printed thereon. Such blank spaces
31 shall be filled in by the city or town clerk prior to the mailing
32 of such envelopes.
33 (e) The state secretary shall furnish such explanatory matter
34 and instructions as he may deem appropriate to carry into effect
35 the purposes of sections eighty-six to one hundred and three,
36 inclusive.
37 (/) Blank forms of applications for absent voting ballots
38 printed on cards suitable for mailing as post cards, but without
39 postage, as follows:
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application for absent voting ballot
(§ 81 (/), c. 64, G. L.)

To the Registrars of Voters or Election Commissioners:
I hereby apply for an absent voting ballot for the Biennial State Election.

My name is
(Please Print)

I vote from
(Street and Number)

Mail ballot to
(Your Signature Here)

(Street and Number)

(City or Town) (State)

(If you are unable to vote in person by reason of physical disability ALSO
complete this part of the application.)

I hereby certify that I will be unable by reason of physical disability to cast my
vote in person at the polling place on the day of the election.

(Your Signature Here) (Date)

(Have the following certificate completed by your Doctor, Hospital Superin-
tendent, Attending Registered or Licensed Practical Nurse, or an Ordained Minis-
ter, Priest, Rabbi or Christian Science Practitioner.)

I certify that the applicant personally known to
me, mil by reason of physical disability be unable to cast his vote at the polling
place on the day of election.

Name
Address
Designation

....








