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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill
No. 2673 entitled “An Act directing the county commissioners of
Hampshire County to prepare plans for the construction of a new
court house in the city of Northampton.”

In recent years there have been bills passed by the Legislature
and approved by the Governor for the construction of county
buildings. It has come to the attention of this office that in sub-
sequent years a request has been made and bills have been passed
by the Legislature authorizing additional funds for the construction
of the same county building. Perhaps, the reason for a request
for additional funds is because the design and plans for these
buildings were not drawn by the best architects and designers in
the field.

In order that the counties may have the same degree of com-
petence in architects and engineers in drawing designs and plans
for county buildings, we should have a designer selection board
comparable to the designer selection board set up for the Common-
wealth. Lacking such board at the present time lam recommending
that the bill before me be amended as follows:

“By striking out the second sentence of the bill and inserting
in place thereof the following:

This project shall be referred by the county commissioners of
Hampshire County to the designer selection board established
under SOB of chapter 7 of the General Laws as amended by chapter
676 of the acts of 1966. The said designer selection board shall
promptly provide suitable public notice of the proposed project.
The said county commissioners shall delegate a representative to
deliberate and vote with the board on its recommendations to said
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commissioners concerning the selection of a designer for the project.
The board shall, on the basis of such criteria as it deems appropriate,
and after a review of information submitted by all persons applying
for appointment and interviews, where appropriate, recommend
to the said commissioners at least three designers for this project.
The board’s recommendation shall be in writing and shall constitute
a public record. The recommendation of the designers by the
board shall be advisory to the said commissioners. The said com-
missioners shall, after receiving the board’s recommendation,
appoint the project designer.

No person shall be appointed a designer unless he is a registered
architect or a registered professional engineer, nor shall any part-
nership or corporation be so appointed unless at the time thereof a
majority of the partners of the partnership or a majority of the
directors of the corporation shall be so registered.”

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.


