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Department of Mental Health,
15 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass. 02108, December 15, 1967

To the Honorable House of Representatives

Gentlemen; I submit pursuant to Chapter 6, Resolves of
1967, the report of the investigation and study by the Department
of Mental Health relative to the establishment of mental health
centers in certain areas of the Commonwealth.

Respectfully submitted,

MILTON GREENBLATT, M.D.,

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

Commission
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This resolve was passed by the General Court prior to the passage
of Chapter 735, Acts of 1966. The latter law has authorized the
Department of Mental Health to develop mental health and
mental retardation centers throughout the Commonwealth based
upon state and federal guidelines. In addition, there has been
both a mental health and mental retardation planning project
undertaken by the Commonwealth, the results of which have
assisted the Department in determining priorities and needs. The
Department is in the process of gathering data in all geographic
areas of the Commonwealth in coordination with newly appointed
area mental health and mental retardation boards of citizens to
develop and plan for these centers.

Results.
The following is the determination of the Department of Mental

Health relative to each House document presented in the resolve:
1. House, No. 269 — directing the Department of Mental Health

to establish and maintain a mental health clinic in the city of New
Bedford. A mental health team of personnel has been requested
in the 1968 Supplementary Budget of the Department which is in
favor of the establishment of such a center. New Bedford is in
an area of high priority and need.

2. House, No. 4-38-—providing for the establishment by the Depart-
ment of Mental Health for a treatment center for mentally retarded
and mentally ill persons in Essex County. The Department has
established the Hathorne State School at Danvers which is pro-
viding a variety of in-patient and out-patient services, so as to
assist the mentally retarded in Essex County. The Department
is exploring services for the mentally ill with various area boards
in Essex County. It does not contemplate developing a county-
wide treatment center for the mentally ill since the aim of Chapter
735 is to develop more localized services. Therefore, the Depart-
ment is of the opinion that this legislation is not necessary.

3. House, No. 446 providing for the establishment of compre-
hensive habilitation and treatment centers for the mentally retarded
in the city of Fitchburg and in or near the city of Springfield. The
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Department is in favor of such a center in the city of Fitchburg
and has worked closely with the Fitchburg State College, Depart-
ment of Education and local mental health agencies in planning
this center. The Department has received funds for plans for a
comprehensive habilitation and treatment center for the mentally
retarded at Boston, Worcester and Springfield, and is strongly
in favor of such a center in the latter city.

4. House, No. 446 authorizing and directing the Department of
Mental Health to establish a vocational training center in the town of

ramingham for the training of mentally retarded persons. Legisla-
tion does not seem necessary to accomplish the purpose intended
by this bill. The Department of Mental Health now has authority
to do this, and it is a matter which comes within the scope of
budgetary consideration. The entire planning of new mental retar-
dation facilities has been reviewed by the mental retardation
planning project and the Department for new developments in
the near future.

5. House, No. 668 providing for the establishment by the Depart-
ment of Mental Health of a treatment center for mentally retarded and
mentally ill persons in Essex County. The Department is in favor
of the development of such a center in Haverhill. It is now under
review and in the planning stage of the Department.

6. House, No. 861 - directing the Department of Mental Health
to accept conveyance of certain land in the county of Barnstable from
said county and to construct a mental health center thereon. The
Department is in favor of such an act and is far along in its develop-
ment of a center at Bourne in connection with the Barnstable
County Hospital. Funds have been requested in the 1969 capital
outlay budget for plans and land taking.

7. House, No. 1292 ■— providing for the establishment by the Depart-
ment of Mental Health of a treatment center for the mentally retarded
and mentally ill in the Cambridge-Somerville area. The Department
favors such a development. It is an area of high priority. The
local area mental health board is working diligently on such a plan
in coordination with the Department.

8. House, No. 1647 authorizing the Department of Mental
Health to convey a parcel of land situated in the town of Danvers to
the Essex Agricultural and Technical Institute. The Department is
not in favor of this bill since it would further reduce the land at
the Danvers State Hospital. This land has already been reduced
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by 80 acres for the Hathorne State School, 3 acres for a new fire
station, and 3 acres for an ice pond leased to the Danvers Con-
servation Commission.

9. House, No. 1548— authorizing and directing the Department of
Mental Health to assign certain personnel to the Northern Berkshire
Mental Health Center. The Department has made a request for
these personnel in the 1969Budget. This legislation is not necessary.
It is a matter that can be resolved in an appropriation act.

10. House, No. 3846 authorizing the Department of Mental
Health to acquire additional land on the island of Martha’s
in the town of Barnstable, in the town of Wellfleet and in the town oj■
Wareham for the construction of units of a comprehensive mental
health center. The Department is in favor of such a development.
It is preparing plans for land taking at no cost from the Barnstable
County Hospital, land in connection with the Tobey Hospital in
Wareham, and land in Hyannis from the Department of Public
Works. In addition, the Department has reviewed a parcel of land
for purchase on Martha’s Vineyard, and is negotiating for a parcel
of land at no cost to be provided by a non-profit corporation in
Wellfleet. Requests for funds for plans and land takings will be
made in the 1969 Capital Outlay Budget. All of these units are j
being developed in conjunction with local area mental health boards
in that region.

Conclusion
The Department of Mental Health is moving forward in all

areas of the Commonwealth in close collaboration with local mental
health area boards in the development of a variety of services for
the mentally retarded and mentally ill. Further information will
be forthcoming as plans and developments take place. The support
of the General Court is vital in this process.

Respectfully submitted,

MILTON GREENBLATT, M.D., f/
Commissioner.






