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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
COMMISSION RELATIVE TO CERTAIN CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECTS.

January 29, 1968.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled,

Chapter 138 of the Resolves of 1967 provides for an investigation
and study by the metropolitan district commission relative to the
construction of certain projects and other related matters, as
follows:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission is hereby authorized and
directed to make an investigation and study of the subject matter of current house
documents numbered 396, authorizing the metropolitan district commission to
acquire certain land in the city of Quincy for park and recreation purposes; 609,
providing for an investigation and study by the metropolitan district commission
relative to authorizing said commission to construct, maintain and operate a dam
across the Neponset river; 816, authorizing and directing the metropolitan dis-
trict commission to install traffic lights at the intersection of Pond street, West
Wyoming avenue and the Lynn Fells Parkway in the town of Stoneham; 968,
directing the metropolitan district commission to sell and convey a parcel of land
in the town of Clinton to said town for school purposes; 970, providing for the
withdrawal of the town of Wakefield from the metropolitan district commission
parks district; 2245, providing for an advisory board to the metropolitan district
commission; 2246, directing the metropolitan district commission to dredge the
channel of the Muddy river in the city of Boston and improve the same and lands
adjacent thereto; 2633, authorizing and directing the metropolitan district com-
mission to construct an incinerator for use by the cities of Chelsea, Everett, Re-
vere and Malden; 2639, requiring payment for park, conservation, forest or recre-
ation lands sold or transferred by towns, cities, counties, the state or the metro-
politan district commission; 2770, authorizing and directing the metropolitan dis-
trict commission to complete certain flood control projects on the Neponset river
and to acquire certain lands adjacent to the river for the conservation and recre-
ation purposes; 2772, authorizing the city of Boston to transfer certain land to
the metropolitan district commission and authorizing and directing said commis-
sion to construct and maintain certain facilities; 2900, authorizing and directing
the metropolitan district commission to install “Walk Do not Walk” lights at
the intersection of Revere beach parkway and Lewis street in the city of Everett;
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4186, requiring the metropolitan district commission to landscape, screen or
therwise beautify its structures and to screen its parking and storage areas; and

4474, relative to the beautification of reservations by the metropolitan district
1 commission shall report to the general court the results of itsAMMI

¥

*

nd study, and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of
legislation necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the same

rk of the house of representatives on or before the last Wednesday of
January, nineteen hundred and sixty-eight. Approved October 6, 1967

House 396,

Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission to Ac-
quire Certain Land in the City of Quincy for Park and
Recreation Purposes.

The Commission has no objection to the enactment of this legisla-
tion provided that sufficient money is appropriated for the Com-
mission to obtain this land, as most of it is under private ownership.
We have no estimate as to the approximate cost, but would like to
indicate that, if House, No. 2770 is enacted, the $5,000,000 pro-
vided therein, we feel, would take care of the land described in
House, No. 396. The bill should be amended to read 1,712,552
square feet, and not as it currently reads 17, 125,520 square feet.

House 609.

Providing for an Investigation and Study by the Metro-
politan District Commission Relative to Authorizing
said Commission to Construct, Maintain and Operate a
Dam across the Neponset River.

We have no objection to the passage of this resolve, provided that
the sum of $lOO,OOO is appropriated.

House 816,

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Install Traffic Lights at the Intersection
of Pond Street, West Wyoming Avenue and the Lynn
Fells Parkway in the Town of Stoneham.

No legislation is necessary on this petition. The Commission has
awarded a contract for the installation of traffic lights, which will
take care of the situation.
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House 9f

Directing the Metropolitan District Commission to Sell
and Convey a Parcel of Land in the Town of Clinton
to said Town for School Purposes.

The Commission has no objection to the transfer of this land to
the town of Clinton for the erection of a new school, but does object
to House, No. 968 as written, since it deprives the Commission of
the right to determine the value of the land. The Commission has
been negotiating with the Clinton School Building Needs Committee
and has indicated its willingness to convey approximately thirty-
two acres to the town of Clinton for the sum of $5OO per acre, plus
the cost of preparing the conveyance, with the understanding that
the town will be required to erect and maintain a six-foot chain
link fence along the property lines between the property to be con-
veyed and the remaining land of the Commission. Therefore, there
is no need of legislation, and a conveyance could be consummated
by agreement of both parties.

Providing for the Withdrawal of the Town op Wakefield
from the Metropolitan District Commission Parks Dis-
trict.

The Commission definitely opposes the passage of this bill. The
Metropolitan Parks District was created and exists primarily for the
benefit of all its member cities and towns. Its recreational facilities,
parks and reservations, parkways, boulevards and highways are
paid for under statutory formula by all member communities re-
gardless of what particular city or town in which they are located.
Wakefield’s assessed share of cost is less than one per cent (1%) of
the annual total cost of the District. As a matter of fact, a part of
the Breakheart Reservation is located in Wakefield; a skating rink
is located practically on its boundary; and many of its residents
use M.D.C. roadways daily in commuting to Boston. The Town
enjoys the broad overall benefits of District services and facilities.

If withdrawals are permitted, not only will a particular town’s
assessed cost have to be shared by remaining members of the Dis-
trict, but a disintegration of the District will eventuate.
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lloi e 2245.

Providing for an Advisory Board to the Metropolitan
Commission.District

This is an act providing for an
District Commission.

advisory board to the Metropolitan

of 1959, which is an act calling forUnder Chapter 612 of the Act
the giving of notice of public hearings relating to extensions to its
sewerage district, hearings must be held on or before November Ist
of each year. In addition, under the same chapter, on or before
October Ist of each year the Commission shall submit to the officials
of the cities and towns in the Metropolitan Sewerage District a
statement of finances of the district. Chapter 221 of the Acts of
1961 carries the same provisions relative to the members of the
water district. Chapter 380 of the Acts of 1963 calls for public
hearings before members of the parks district. House, No. 2245
would disrupt this orderly procedure by creating an advisory board
consisting of cities and towns served by any of the facilities of the
M.D.C. This would be unfair, since some of the member communi-
ties participate in only one of our districts sewer, parks or water
- and should be allowed to vote on matters which concern only
them financially.

Further, there is a restriction that all expenditures of over $50,000
cannot be undertaken without the approval of the advisory board.
Many times in emergencies we have been forced for reasons of public
safety, particularly on our bridges or dams, to do work in amounts
greater than this, which are certified as emergencies under the
present law. The Commission is making every effort to communi-
cate and discuss fully with local officials the projects and needs or
desires of the communities involved. Also the contacts with Repre-
sentatives and Senators are both helpful and constructive.

The suggested establishment of an advisory board would further
complicate the many procedures and decisions which must be made
by the Commission in their efforts to expedite and to complete an
almost endless amount of projects and maintenance work. There-
fore, it is in my best judgment that the suggested advisory board is
unwise and I oppose it.
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House 2246.

Directing the Metropolitan District Commission to Dredge
the Channel of the Muddy Rtyer in the City of Boston
and Improve the Same and Lands Adjacent Thereto.

This petition calls for the Metropolitan District Commission to
undertake work in areas of the Muddy River which are not under
its control. The only areas in the Muddy River which the Metro-
politan District Commission has complete jurisdiction over are

, |located between Charlesgate East and Charlesgate West. The
Commission recognizes the fact that it has control over the flood
waters in this river and is presently, in conjunction with the Corps
of Army Engineers, working toward their relief and has a bill before
the Legislature calling for the erection of a new dam on the Charles
River which would have a direct relation to the Muddy River.

The actual dredging called for would probably be under the juris-
diction of either the Department of Public Works or the city of
Boston. The lands adjacent thereto are under the control of the
city of Boston, and this Commission feels that it is the responsi-
bility of the Commission to improve its own property only.

House 2633.

Authorizing and Directing the Metp.opojutan District Com-
mission to Construct an Incinerator for Use by the

Cties of Chelsea, Everett, Revere and Malden.
This bill is quite ambiguous and, in order for us to comply with

the terms of this mandate, it would be necessary for us to make a
study as to the costs involved. We feel that such a study should
not be undertaken without an express vote of the communities in-
volved as to their desire for such an incinerator and willingness to
participate in its use, since they would be assessed the cost of its
maintenance and operation.

» This happens to be a violation of the concept of home rule, es-
”pecially in view of the existing statutory provisions under Chap-

ter 92, Section 9A, of 1955, which gives the authority to the Metro-
politan District Commission to construct an incinerator, but only

1 if approved by the City Council and Mayor of the cities involved.
For these reasons we, therefore, recommend that this bill not be

enacted.
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House 2639.

Requiring Payment for Park, Conservation, Forest or Rec-
reation Lands Sold or Transferred by Towns, Cities,
Counties, the State or the Metropolitan District Com-
mission.

The purpose of this bill may be meritorious but, under section 2,
the provision applying to the Metropolitan District Commission
is not drawn correctly to carry out the intent of the petitioners,
since section 82 of chapter 92, which is to be amended, pertains
only to lands under the control of the Water Division.

Further, at the present time, the Metropolitan District Commis-
sion complies with the intent of the Legislation as far as distribution
of monies received from lands sold is concerned, as all monies under
the control of the Parks Division are put into the Metropolitan
Parks Trust Fund to be used for further acquisition of parks land.
Monies obtained from the sale of land in the Water or Sewerage
Districts are turned over to the Treasurer to be applied against the
assessments of the members of the respective districts.

We, therefore, respectfully request that if House, No. 2639 be
enacted, section 2 be stricken from the bill.

House 2770.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Complete Certain Flood Control Projects
on the Neponset River and to Acquire Certain Lands
Adjacent to the River for Conservation and Recreation
Purposes.

This bill as amended is similar in general purpose to House,
No. 74, which was filed by the Commission. For the purpose of
completing the flood control program previously authorized under
Chapter 743 of the Acts of 1955 and of Chapter 521 of the Acts of
1961, which provided for the expenditure of money under two
stages, of which Stage 1 is completed and Stage 2 is now under con-
struction and nearing completion, it is necessary that the sum of
$2,500,000 be authorized in order to undertake and complete
Stage 3, which provides for work from Neponset Valley Parkway
to Traphole Brook, which is the final stage of this program. In
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addition to relieving flood conditions, House, No. 74 would also
permit the reclamation of lands adjacent thereto.

House, No. 2770 provides $2,500,000 for this project. The origi-
nal objections raised by the Commission to House, No. 2770 have
been eliminated, and perhaps in order to more clearly indicate the
intention of the Commission the word “dredging” in line 55 should
be stricken and in place thereof should be inserted the words “any
work necessary.”

We, therefore, recommend that House, No. 2770 be favorably
acted on. This would authorize the issuing of a bond issue in the

I|amount of $5,000,000.

House 2772,

Authorizing the City of Boston to transfer Certain Land
to the Metropolitan District Commission and Author-
izing and Directing Said Commission to Construct and
Maintain Certain Facilities.

This is a petition that the city of Boston be authorized to transfer
to the Metropolitan District Commission the Fens Stadium and to
direct said Commission to construct recreational facilities thereon.

This petition calls for the Boston Board of Park Commissioners
to transfer the Fens Stadium now under the care and control of the
city of Boston. This land is adjacent to roadways controlled and
policed by the Commission. Several years ago, the city of Boston
refused to transfer this land to the Commonwealth. Although the
Commission has no objection to acquiring this property, it feels
that in the interest of good government the wishes of the city of
Boston should be respected.

House 2900.

Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan District Com-
mission to Install “Walk —Do not Walk” Lights at
the Intersection of Revere Beach Parkway and Lewis
Street in the City of Everett.

We feel that no legislation is necessary, since at the present time
we are making a survey of all our existing traffic light locations.
Upon completion of the survey if it is found that there are enough
pedestrians to warrant it, this type of light will be installed.
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House 3186.

Requiring the Metropolitan District Commission to Land-
scape, Screen or Otherwise Beautify its Structures and
to Screen its Parking and Storage Areas.

This bill is unnecessary because it is the policy of the Metropolitan
District Commission to preserve and protect its reservations, and
it is constantly striving to do this with what monies are available
and will continue to maintain this policy.

Therefore, we suggest that no legislation is necessary.

House 3474.

Relative to the Beautification of Reservations by the
Metropolitan District Commission.

The Metropolitan District Commission has no objection to the
passage of this measure, as we believe, with the petitioner, that this
matter will lead to the Commission’s obtaining Federal funds from
the Federal Road Beautification Program.

Respectfully submitted,

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION.

Howard Whitmore, Jr.,
Commissioner.

John F. Haggerty
Vincent P. O’Brien
Max Rosenblatt
Joseph L. Breen, Jr.

Associate Commissioners
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