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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill
No. 3915 entitled “An Act providing that minors under eighteen
years of age shall not be employed in the direct handling or selling
of alcoholic beverages.”

The present law provides in Chapter 149 Section 64 that no
person shall employ a minor or permit him to work in a saloon
or bar room where alcoholic beverages are sold. Chapter 138
Section 34 provides that whoever being licensed to sell alcoholic
beverages employs any person under 21 years of age in the direct
handling or selling of alcoholic beverages or alcohol * * * shall
be punished by a fine * * *

. These laws have been on the books
9 for several years and while there has been some move to reduce

the age for the consuming of alcoholic, beverages, it has not come
to my attention that there is a move to reduce the age for those
handling alcoholic beverages.

It seems to me that this would be a very serious departure from
a law that has been in effect ever since the repeal of prohibition.
In effect, if this bill were to become law, it would permit individuals
who are under the age of 21 and above the age of 18 years to serve
as bar tenders, waiters, waitresses, and clerks in any place where
alcoholic beverages are sold or consumed.

Before I could acquiesce to such an arrangement, there would
have to be a real need for such a drastic change. I do not see that
need now or in the near future.

For the above reasons I cannot approve the measure and I
return the bill without my approval.

Ci)c Commonfuenltb of C^assacljusetts

Respectfully submitted,
9

JOHN A. YOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.




