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State House, Boston, April 1, 1968.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.
3830 entitled “An Act authorizing the city of Northampton to
grant an annuity to Dora M. Walsh, the widow of Denis J. Walsh,
a former fire fighter in said city.”

Section 588 of Chapter 32 of the General Laws provides that
“A veteran who is entitled to be retired under the provisions of
section fifty-eight may, on or before the date of his written applica-
tion for retirement, elect to receive a lesser yearly amount of pen-
sion payable to such veteran during his lifetime, with the provision
that upon his death leaving as a survivor his spouse at the time of

Jus retirement, two-thirds of the yearly amount of such lesser pen-
sion, shall be continued during the lifetime of and paid to such

spouse.
At the time that Denis J. Walsh retired from his position as fire

fighter in the city of Northampton, as a veteran under the provi-
sions of the aforementioned chapter, he did not choose to take an
option so that his widow could receive a benefit thereunder.

The provisions of said Section 588 were inserted by Chapter 541
of the Acts of 1956, so that there is no question but Mr. Walsh had
the right to select such an option at the time of his retirement. He
chose to take the maximum possible pension allowance available
to him and it hardly seems fair that his widow should receive special
consideration when, no doubt, there are other widows of fire fighters
who are receiving a benefit because their husbands chose a lesser
%nsion for themselves.

For the above reasons, I cannot approve the measure and I re-
turn the bill without my approval.

I Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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