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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, April 2, 1968

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

On Thursday, January 4, 1968, the newly renovated home of the
Holyoke Community College was completely destroyed by fire,
leaving 1,450 students virtually without classrooms. The mayor of
Holyoke and the entire community joined with the officers and
teaching staff of the College to provide emergency quarters for the
school and, in less than two weeks, regular class schedules had been
resumed.

The City of Holyoke offered to erect temporary classroom
buildings to enable the College to continue its expansion program
in the Fall of 1968. My annual budget for fiscal year 1969
consequently provided for 1,700 students next September in accor-
dance with the program.

In this budget message I also stated my intention to recommend
funds for site development and planning for a new College facility
upon receiving a definite recommendation from the Massachusetts
Board of Regional Community Colleges. I also indicated that the
City had offered two new sites for the permanent location of the
new college.

On Thursday, April 4, 1968, I was informed by the Board of
Higher Education “that . . . (it) supports special legislation for a
$1,100,000 appropriation for plans and site preparation for Holyoke
Community College made necessary because of a fire which de-
stroyed the property.” Such legislation, of course, also has the full
approval of the Massachusetts Board of Regional Community Col-
leges.

I recommend that you approve the attached legislation, which
would accomplish this purpose, at the earliest possible time, in
order that the re-building of the Holyoke Community College in a
permanent location may be expedited.

CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts
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4 ou will note that the attached legislation provides for financing
this project by short-term notes. It is our intention to include the
long-term financing of this project as a part of the bond issue
authorized to finance the 1969 fiscal year Capital Outlay Program.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight

An Act to provide funds for the planning and development

OF THE HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN THE CITY OF HOLYOKE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide funds immediately for
3 the planning and development of the Holyoke Community
4 College, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
5 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
6 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. To provide for the development of a site for the
2 Holyoke Community College and for the preparation of plans
3 for the construction thereon of suitable buildings for the
4 purpose, the sum set forth in section two of this act is hereby
5 made available, subject to the provisions of law regulating
6 the disbursement of public funds and the approval thereof.

Department of Education.
Massachusetts Board of Regional Community College

Item
8069-01 For the preparation of plans for the development of tin

Holyoke Community College, including but no
limited to a master plan, a plan for site develop
ment and a plan for the first phase of construe
tion, and for the engineering and constructioi
expenses of such site development; provided, tha
expenditures from this item shall be contingen
upon an adequate site for said Holyoke Community
College, approved by the Massachusetts Board o

Colleges, b
(

IOO.OOC

1 Section 3. The Massachusetts board of regional com-
-2 munity colleges shall not make any expenditure for consul-
-3 tant services, so-called, or services coded in accordance with

die Commontoealti) o£ q^gacbusetts

1 Section 2,
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the expenditure code manual under the subsidiary title “03
Services—Non-employees” unless the rate of compensation
for such services shall have been approved by the commis-
sioner of administration upon the recommendation of the
director of personnel and standardization. The said director
shall, immediately upon the approval of any such rate or
rates, file copies of the schedule or schedules of approved
rates with the comptroller and with the house and senate
committees on ways and means. Every such agency before
engaging such consultant services under said subsidiary title
“03”, as so coded, as “Professional” shall certify to the
director that funds are available for the purpose and shall
then file a statement of intent with the budget director, the
comptroller and the house and senate committees on ways
and means. Such statement shall include the rate of compen-
sation, the period of time for which the services are to be
engaged or scope of work to be done, and such other pertinent
information as may be necessary to establish the maximum
limit of the commonwealth’s obligation.
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1 Section 4. The state treasurer may borrow from time to
time on the credit of the commonwealth such sums of money %■
as may be necessary for the purpose of meeting payments as
authorized by section two of this act, and may issue and
renew from time to time notes of the commonwealth therefor,
bearing interest payable at such times and at such rates as
shall be fixed by the state treasurer. Such notes shall be
issued and may be renewed one or more times for such terms,
not exceeding one year, as the governor may recommend to
the general court in accordance with section 3 of Article LXII
of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Common-
wealth, but the final maturities of such notes, whether
original or renewal, shall not be later than June thirtieth,
nineteen hundred and seventy-four. Notwithstanding any
provisions of this act, such notes shall be general obligations
of the commonwealth.
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