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By Mr. Menton of Watertown, petition of Robert, A. Manzelli and others
(selectmen) (by vote of the town) that the town of Watertown be authorized
to establish a board of public works exercising the powers of certain other
departments and town officials. Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act authorizing the town of watertown to establish a
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS EXERCISING THE POWERS OF CERTAIN
OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND TOWN OFFICIALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be established in the Town of Water-
-2 town a Board of Public Works, hereinafter called the Board,
3 consisting of the three members of the Board of Selectmen.
4 The Board shall forthwith, after each annual election, elect
5 from its members a chairman and a clerk for the ensuing
6 year. The Board shall have all of the powers and duties now
7 or from time to time vested in or exercised by any superin-
-8 tendent, commission or commissioner, board or head of the
9 following: the highway department, the water department, the

10 engineering department, the park department, the tree and
11 moth department, the cemetery department, the inspector of
12 buildings, the wire department, the sealer of weights and
13 measure, the plumbing and gas inspector. The Board shall
14 also have the responsibility for the operation, maintenance
15 and repair of public buildings other than school buildings. It
16 shall have such added powers with respect to public works as
17 the Town may from time to time by By-Law provide, any
18 other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding.

1 Section 2. The Board shall appoint a superintendent of pub-
-2 lie works, whose qualifications, term, power and duties shall
3 be determined and prescribed by the said Board and who shall
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4 be responsible to said Board. Said superintendent of public
5 works shall not be subject to the civil service laws and rules.

1 Section 3. Any employee of any of the departments or
2 offices set forth in section one of this act shall, immediately
3 upon acceptance of this act in the manner hereinafter provided,
4 be transferred to the said Board of Public Works without loss
5 of pay and without loss of rights under the civil service laws
6 and rules, and shall not undergo any change of rating, senior-
-7 ity, retirement or pension rights, or any other privileges under
8 any provision of law whatever. Said employees so transferred
9 may be employed under the direction of the superintendent

10 of public works in any capacity identical with or reasonably
11 similar to his capacity at the time of his transfer.

1 Section 4. Upon the effective date of this Act, as herein-
-2 after provided, the offices of Tree Warden, Park Commis-
-3 sioners and Water Commissioners shall be abolished.

1 Section 5. All heads of departments and offices so trans-
-2 ferred to said Board who are subject to the civil service laws
3 and rules shall remain in a similar capacity in the correspond-
-4 ing division under the Board of Public Works, subject, however,
5 to such changes as are necessary, without loss of any civil
6 service rights, until their office is vacated by retirement or
7 any other cause, which office shall thereupon cease to exist.

1 Section 6. This Act shall be submitted to the voters of said
2 Town at the biennial state election in the current year in the

3 form of the following question, which shall be placed upon
i the official ballot to be used in said election: “Shall an act

passed by the General Court in the year nineteen hundred and
sixty-eight, entitled ‘An Act authorizing the Town of Water-

7 town to establish a board of public works exercising the pow-
-8 ers of certain other departments and town officials’ be ac-
-9 cepted?” If a majority of the votes to said question is in the

10 affirmative, this act shall thereupon take full effect, but not
11 otherwise.


