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Executive Department

State House, Boston, May 27, 1968.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.
4352 entitled “An Act extending the time within which widows,
orphans, soldiers and sailors and their wives, their widows, their
fathers or mothers, certain elderly persons and blind persons
may file applications for certain abatements or exemption of taxes
levied in the years nineteen hundred and sixty-six and nineteen
hundred and sixty-seven.”

3 This is the first time that legislation has ever been proposed
where privileges for late filing are retroactive for two years. It
now appears that any person who has failed to file within the
statutory time as provided by law will be able to prevail upon the
Legislature to enact permissive legislation for any year, no matter
how far back it may be. This makes a mockery of the due process
of law respecting the filing of applications for exemption and could
even carry over to applications for abatement. It presents a situa-
tion which could become chaotic.

In 1965 the Committee on Taxation by agreement with the
State Tax Commission moved the date for filing applications for
exemption from October 1 to December 15 to take care of those
persons who habitually file late. The purpose was to do away with
permissive legislation and not to favor one group of citizens over
another group.

House 4352, if enacted, would place an added burden on the
cities and towns as no provisions have been made for this type of

f legislation in the 1968 budget estimates. There is no way to esti-
mate the cost of this proposal but whenever this type of legislation
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Respectfully lubmitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE.

acted, it is always reflected in an increased tax rate. In addi-
because of the reimbursements which must be made to the

s and towns by the State in respect to Clauses 17, 22A, 228,
22C, there is an added burden placed on the Commonwealth,
r the above reasons I cannot, in good conscience, approve the
ure and I return this bill without my approval.

Governor of the Commonwealth


