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House of Representatives, June 5, 1968.

The committee on Transportation to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1753) of the Board of
Directors of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority that
provision be made for the continuance of commuter railroad serv-
ice to and from Boston, reports the accompanying bill (House, No.
4653).

For the committee,

ROBERT CAWLEY.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Eight.

An Act providing for the continuation of commuter
RAILROAD SERVICE TO AND FROM BOSTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 258 of chapter 58 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out clause (a), as appearing in
3 section 2 of chapter 563 of the acts of 1964, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following clause:
5 (a) From time to time when required, the contract assist-
-6 ance to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority pro-
-7 vided under sections twenty-eight and twenty-eight A of chap-
-8 ter one hundred and sixty-one A;

1 Section 2. Chapter 161 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section BA, inserted by section 1 of
3 chapter 24 of the acts of 1967, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section BA. Notwithstanding section eight, the net cost of
6 commuter railroad passenger service provided by or under
7 contract with the authority shall be apportioned as follows:
8 One-third thereof shall be assessed upon all cities and towns
9 comprising the authority’s territory in the proportion which

10 the number of commuters in each said city or town bears to
11 the total number of commuters in all of said cities and towns.
12 The number of commuters shall be determined in accordance
13 with the latest decennial census made by the United States
14 Department of Commerce. If said census does not provide the
15 necessary data for determining the number of commuters,
16 the authority shall determine the number of commuters by
17 some accurate and otherwise appropriate method.
18 The remaining two-thirds shall be assessed upon each such
19 city or town in proportion to the respective number of resi-
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20 dents of such city or town boarding during the fiscal period
21 at commuter railroad passenger stations operated by or under
22 contract with the authority within the area constituting the
23 authority; provided, however, that the number of riders
24 boarding at the North Station, the South Station and the
25 Back Bay Station in the city of Boston shall not be included
26 for the purpose of determining such assessments. The num-
-27 ber of residents of each city or town boarding at commuter
28 railroad passenger stations shall be determined by the au-
-29 thority on the basis of such biennial or more frequent samples,
30 surveys and other counts and estimates as the authority
31 deems reasonable and practicable. For the purposes of this
32 paragraph, those boarding at a station who are non-residents
33 of the area constituting the authority shall be counted as
34 residents of the city or town in which the station is located.
35 In the event that commuter railroad passenger service is not
36 operated by or under contract with the authority during a
37 fiscal period, this portion of any continuing net cost attribu-
-38 table to such service shall be based upon the last applicable
39 ratios.
40 The income and expense included in the computation of the
41 net cost of commuter railroad passenger service shall be ex-
-42 eluded from the computation of assessments under sections
43 eight, nine, ten and eleven and from the computation of net
44 savings to reduce net costs of service pursuant to section
45 twelve. Debts service on bonds issued under clause (2) of
46 section twenty-three shall be included in the net cost of express
47 service to be assessed under section eight.

1 Section 3. The last paragraph of section 12 of said chapter
2 161A, as appearing in section 18 of chapter 563 of the acts of
3 1964, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “twenty-
-4 eight”, in line 9, the words: —or twenty-eight A.

1 Section 4. The third paragraph of section 28 of said chap-
-2 ter 161A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “eight”, in line 3, the words: , eight A.



[JuneHOUSE No. 4653.4

�

%

1 Section 5. Section 28A of said chapter 161 A is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first paragraph, as appearing in
3 section 2 of chapter 24 of the acts of 1967, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following four paragraphs;
5 In addition to the assistance provided by section twenty-
-6 eight, the executive office for administration and finance may
7 make grants to the authority as follows:
8 (a) not more than four million five hundred thousand dol-
-9 lars for not more than ninety per cent of the net cost of com-

10 muter railroad passenger service provided by or under con-
-11 tract with the authority, such assistance to be applicable only
12 to costs incurred by the authority after the incurring of costs
13 financed on a fifty per cent basis under clause (B) of section
14 twenty-eight:
15 (b) not more than two million one hundred twenty-five
16 thousand dollars for not more than fifty per cent of the net
17 cost of said commuter railroad passenger service provided
18 no later than November thirtieth, nineteen hundred and sixty-
-19 nine, such assistance to be applicable only to costs incurred
20 by the authority after the incurring of costs financed on a
21 ninety per cent basis under clause (a) of this section;
22 (c) not more than one million three hundred thousand dol-
-23 lars for not more than forty per cent of the net cost of said
24 commuter railroad passenger service for the fiscal period end-
-25 ing December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and seventy;
26 (d) not more than nine hundred thousand dollars for not
27 more than thirty per cent of the net cost of said commuter
28 railroad passenger service for the calendar year nineteen hun-
-29 dred and seventy-one;
30 ( e) not more than six hundred thousand dollars for not
31 more than twenty per cent of the net cost of said commuter
32 railroad passenger service for the calendar year nineteen hun-
-33 dred and seventy-two;
34 (/) not more than three hundred thousand dollars for not
35 more than ten per cent of the net cost of said commuter rail-
-36 road passenger service for the calendar year nineteen hundred
37 and seventy-three; and
38 (g) sums not exceeding the debt service on not more than
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39 fifteen million dollars of bonds issued under clause (4) of sec-
-40 tion twenty-three for capital costs with respect to commuter
41 railroad passenger service provided by or under contract with
42 the authority, for cost of acquiring mass transportation facilties
43 from railroads for such service or for other mass transporta-
-44 tion service, and for costs in exercising the options to pur-
-45 chase the following rights of way: the West Roxbury to Need-
-46 ham Heights line of which, the facilities or stations on this
47 line and the Boston and Providence line in the city of Boston,
48 shall not be expended to include land takings for additional
49 terminals, stations, parking or storage facilities; the Readville
50 to Norfolk-Franklin town line; and the South Braintree to
51 Holbrook-Avon town line, together with interest on notes is-
-52 sued in anticipation of such bonds.
53 Assistance paid under this section and section twenty-eight
54 shall be computed without regard to reimbursements under
55 paragraph (j) of section five and shall be reflected in com-
-56 puting such reimbursements.
57 Debt service on bonds and bond anticipation notes, and any
58 state assistance with respect thereto, shall be excluded in
59 computing grants under clauses (a) through (/) of this sec-
-69 tion and such grants shall not be included as income in com-
-61 puting the grants themselves.
62 Any grant under this section shall include such provisions
63 as the executive office for administration and finance deems
64 necessary and desirable to assure the efficient operation of
65 the authority and the minimum burden on the commonwealth
66 and on the cities and towns within the authority. The state
67 treasurer shall pay the amounts granted under this section in
68 accordance with the terms of the grants.

1 Section 6. The assessments to be made in nineteen hun-
-2 dred and sixty-eight on account of the net cost of service of
3 the authority for the fiscal period ended September thirtieth,
4 nineteen hundred sixty-seven shall be made without regal’d
5 to section two of this act.

1 Section 7. This act shall constitute specific authorization
2 to the extent the same may be required by clause (Jc) of sec-
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3 tion three of said chapter one hundred sixty-one A for the ex-
-4 penditure of not exceeding fifteen million dollars for the pur-
-5 poses referred to in clause ( g ) of section twenty-eight Aof
6 said chapter as amended by this act.

1 Section 8. The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Author-
-2 ity is directed, on or before January thirty-first, nineteen
3 hundred and sixty-nine, to adopt a revised program for mass
4 transportation pursuant to paragraph ( g ) of section five of
5 said chapter one hundred sixty-one A and to file the same with
6 the governor and the general court. The revised program shall
7 be accompanied by such recommendations for additional bor-
-8 rowing power as the authority may deem necessary to carry
9 out the program, including the restoration of the capital

10 funds used pursuant to this act for communter railroad pur-
-11 poses and for acquisitions of mass transportation facilities
12 from railroads.
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