
SENATE 5

By Mr. Kevin B. Harrington, a petition of Kevin B. Harrington for legisla-
tion to provide workmen’s compensation benefits for employees in industries
in which they are exposed to beryllium compounds and who contract beryllium
poisioning and relating to examination and reports of such claimants. Com-
merce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act providing workmen’s compensation benefits for em-
ployees IN INDUSTRIES IN WHICH THEY ARE EXPOSED TO BERYL-
LIUM COMPOUNDS AND WHO CONTRACT BERYLLIUM POISONING AND
RELATING TO EXAMINATION AND REPORTS OF SUCH CLAIMANTS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end under the caption BERYLLIO-

SIS the following section:
4 Section 86. The rights to and liability for, and the
5 amounts of compensation payable for personal injury arising
6 out of and in the course of employment in a beryllium-
-7 using industry and resulting from beryllium poisoning or
8 berylliosis shall be subject to and governed by sections one
9 to seventy-five, inclusive, except that in berylliosis cases in

10 any such industry the maximum allowable for total or partial
11 compensation shall not exceed ...thousand dollars,
12 and except that any condition of delayed chemical pneumonitis
13 occurring in any person who is exposed to beryllium com-
-14 pound as part of his work or any beryllium poisoning of
15 such person shall, if physical examination failed to record
16 any evidence of such condition or poisoning, be presumed to
17 have arisen out of and in the course of his employment as
18 a result of the exposure to beryllium compounds.

1 Section 2. Section 9of said chapter 152 is hereby amended
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2 by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place
3 thereof the following two paragraphs: •—•

4 The division or any member thereof may, except in cases of
5 berylliosis, or beryllium poisoning, appoint a duly qualified im-
-6 partial physician to examine the injured employee and to
7 report. In the case of berylliosis or beryllium poisoning, there
8 shall be a panel of three physicians who shall examine the in-
-9 jured employee and report. The injured employee and the in-

-10 surer shall each appoint a duly qualified physician, and the
11 two physicians so appointed shall select a duly qualified phy-
-12 sician who shall be impartial.
13 The fee for this service shall be a reasonable amount set by
14 the division, and the insurer shall reimburse the division for
15 the amount so paid. The report of the physician or of such
16 board shall be admissible as evidence in any proceeding before
17 the division or a member thereof; provided that the employee
18 and the insurer have seasonably been furnished with copies
19 thereof.


