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By Mr. Kelly, a petition of James A. Kelly, Jr., for legislation to provide a
specifically designated registered hospital medical officer to execute death
certificates. Government Regulations.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine

I
An Act to provide a specifically designated hospital medical

OFFICER TO EXECUTE DEATH CERTIFICATES.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 46 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 9 as most recently amended by chapter
3 48, section 3 of the acts of 1960, and inserting in place thereof
4 the fallowing section:
5 Section 9. A physician, after the death of a person whom
6 he has attended during his last illness or a registered hospital
7 medical officer duly appointed by the hospital director or ad-
-8 ministrator, shall, at the request of an undertaker or other
9 authorized person or any member of the family of the de-

-10 ceased, furnish for registration a standard certificate of death,
11 stating to the best of his knowledge and belief the name of the
12 deceased, his supposed age, the disease of which he died, de-

-13 fined as required by section one, where same was contracted,
14 the duration of the illness from which he died, when last seen
15 alive by the physician, or when last seen alive by a physician,
16 if death occurs in a hospital and the date of his death. Said
17 physician or officer shall print or type on every certificate
18 furnished by him under this section and section nine A the
19 cause, or causes, of death and, directly below his signature,
20 his name. The foregoing provisions shall apply in the same
21 manner in the event of a child dying immediately after birth
22 and said certificate shall include a statement that to the best
23 of the certifying physician’s knowledge and belief such child
24 died immediately after birth. Both the birth and death of such
25 child shall be recorded.




