
No. 388SENATE
By Mr. Harmon, a petition of the Mass. State Labor Council, AFL-CIO, by

James A. Broyer, director, for legislation to regulate the practice and the
occupation of commercial cooking. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act regulating the practice and the occupation of
COMMERCIAL COOKING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting at the end thereof the following sections,
3 under the following heading:
4 board of registration of cooks.

5 Section 67. There shall be a board of registration of cooks,
6 in this and sections sixty-eight and sixty-nine called the board,
7 to be appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent
8 of the council, and to consist of three members, citizens of the
9 commonwealth, each of whom shall be a practical cook and

10 shall have had ten years of practical experience as a commercial
11 cook in this commonwealth prior to his appointment. No two
12 members of the board shall, while in office, be engaged in prac-
-13 ticing the occupation of commercial cooking in the same town.
14 As the term of office of a member expires, his successor shall
15 be appointed by the governor, with like advice and consent,
16 to serve for three years. The governor may also, with like
17 advice and consent, fill any vacancy, in the board for the un-
-18 expired portion of the term.
19 Section 68. The board shall hold regular meetings at the
20 state house and no less than six examinations per year as pro-
-21 vided in section eighty-seven CCCC of chapter one hundred
22 and twelve. At the regular meeting in January it shall an-
-23 nually organize by the choice of a chairman and a secretary,
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24 who shall be members of the board. Before entering upon the
25 discharge of the duties of his office, the secretary shall give to
26 the state treasurer a bond, with such sureties as shall be ap-
-27 proved by the governor and council, conditioned upon the
28 faithful discharge of his duties, and the premium therefor shall
29 be paid from the funds in the state treasury to the use of the
30 board. Such bond, With the approval of the board and with
31 the oath of office endorsed thereon, shall be filed in the office
32 of the state secretary. The board shall have a common seal,
33 and the members thereof may administer oaths.
34 Section 69. The members of the board shall devote their
35 full time to the duties of their offices, and they shall receive
36 from the commonwealth the following salaries: the secretary,
37 ten thousand dollars and his necessary expenses so incurred in
38 the discharge of his official duties, and each of the other two
39 members nine thousand five hundred dollars and his neces-
-40 sary expenses so incurred; provided, that the salaries and ex-
-41 penses of the members of the board, and the expenses of the
42 board, shall not be in excess of the receipts for registration and
43 from other sources received by the state treasurer from the
44 board.

1 Section 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 87VW, the fourteen follow-
-3 ing sections under the heading:
4 REGISTRATION OF COOKS.
5 Section 87AAAA. The following words as used in the fol-
-6 lowing sections, unless the context otherwise requires, shall
7 have the following meanings:
8 “Cook”, any person who prepares or concocts food or com-
-9 bines food materials to make them palatable for human con-

10 sumption by any process for hire; provided, that nothing con-
-11 tained in new sections shall be construed to include persons
12 performing domestic services in homes or performing cooking
13 service at army, navy or marine corps.
14 “Student”, or “student cook”, any person working at or
15 studying the profession of cooking under the supervision of a
16 licensed cook in a kitchen or in a recognized school of cooking
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17 who has so worked or studied for less than fourteen hundred
18 and sixty hours.
19 “Apprentice”, any person holding an apprentice license is-
-20 sued by the board of registration of cooks who has served at
21 least fourteen hundred and sixty hours as a student cook but
22 who has served less than two and one half years in addition to
23 said student’s term.
24 “Registered cook”, any person holding a certificate of regis-
-25 tration or license to cook issued by the board of registration of
26 cooks.
27 Section 878888. Any person desiring to learn or enter the
28 profession of cooking shall apply to the board of registration of
29 cooks, which board shall keep a register of such applicants.
30 The applicant shall pay a fee of five dollars. Upon applica-
-31 tion and payment of the fee, the applicant shall be given a
32 student’s permit to study the profession of cooking under a
33 registered cook in a kitchen or in a recognized cooking school;
34 provided, that no person shall be issued such a student’s per-
-35 mit unless he shall be certified as free from communicable dis-
-36 eases by the state department of public health or by a reputable
37 physician and shall be graduated from an eighth grade ele-
-38 mentary school. Every person after having been issued a stu-
-39 dent’s permit as herein provided, Shall serve or study under a
40 registered cook in a kitchen or in a recognized cooking school
41 for a period of no less than fourteen hundred and sixty hours
42 before being eligible to become an apprentice cook. Upon serv-
-43 ing the required time, the student cook shall apply for a cer-
-44 tificate as an apprentice and shall again be certified as free
45 from communicable diseases by the state department of public
46 health or by a reputable physician. The board shall hold prac-
-47 tical examinations in cities in different parts of the common-
-48 wealth, distributed as evenly as possible for the convenience
49 of the applicants and such other practical examinations at such
50 times and places as the board may, from time to time, deter-
-51 mine for such applicants for certificates as apprentices. The
52 applicants for such apprentice certificate shall file with the
53 board a sworn affidavit stating that the applicant has served
54 or studied under a registered cook or cooks in a kitchen or at a
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55 recognized cooking school or schools for the period of time re-
-56 quired by this act, together with the names of said registered
57 cook or cooks or cooking school or schools before being certi-
-58 fied as an apprentice.
59 Section 87CCCC. The board shall hold practical examina-
-60 tions, to be held in cities in different parts of the common-
-61 wealth, distributed as evenly as possible for the convenience
62 of the applicants, and such other examinations at such times
63 and places as the board may, from time to time, determine, of
64 applicants for registration as cook, and such applicant, if found
65 qualified, shall be registered by the board as cook; provided,
67 files a sworn affidavit stating under oath that he has practiced
68 the profession of cooking for no less than one year and six
69 months as an apprentice under a registered cook or cooks in a
70 kitchen or in a recognized cooking school or schools, said affi-
-71 davit to state the name of such cook or cooks and school or
72 schools; and provided, further, that such applicant is certified
73 as free from communicable diseases by the state department of
74 public health or by a reputable physician. The applicant shall
75 pay a fee of five dollars. The board shall keep a full record of
76 its proceedings. It shall also keep a register of applicants for
77 all certificates and permits showing the name and location of
77a his place of business and whether he was granted or refused a
78 certificate. Said register shall be at all times open to public
80 include an itemized statement of all receipts and expenses for
81 the year.

82 Section S7DDDD. Any person having practiced the profes-
-83 Sion of cooking in any other state or country, for a period of
84 five years, and desiring to secure a certificate as a registered
85 cook in the commonwealth of Massachusetts shall, before be-
-86 ing permitted to do so, file with the board proof that he, or she,
87 has an eighth grade elementary school education, or its equiva-
-88 lent, as determined by the board, and an affidavit stating,
89 under oath, the length of time he, or she, served as a student
90 or an apprentice cook and the length of time he, or she, has
91 practiced as a cook; tender five dollars with such affidavit to
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92 the board; and submit to a health examination conducted by
93 the department of public health or by a reputable physician
94 and the skill examination conducted by the board for securing
95 the certificate as a registered cook; provided, that all persons
96 seeking a certificate, as a registered cook after complying with
97 the requirements of this section, shall be issued a permit by
98 the board to work as a registered cook unti the date of the
99 next examination held by the board.

100 Section 87EEEE. The board shall furnish to each person to
101 whom a certificate as a registered cook is issued, a card or an
102 insignia bearing the seal of the board certifying that the holder
103 thereof is entitled to practice the profession of cooking in the
104 commonwealth, and it shall be the duty of the holder of such
105 card, or insignia, to post the same in a conspicuous place in the
106 kitchen, where he cooks, where it may be readily seen. Said
107 card, or insignia, shall be renewed on or before the first day of
108 July in each year, and the holder of said certificate or registra-
-109 tion shall pay the board the sum of two dollars for said renewal
110 card or insignia. Upon the failure of any holder of a certificate
111 as a registered cook, to apply for the renewal of his, or her,
112 card or insignia, each year, as provided for in said sections,
113 his, or her, certificate as a registered cook shall, automatically
114 expire on the first day of September of that year; provided,
115 that a registered cook, whose certificate has expired, may have
116 the same restored upon the payment of a restoration fee of five
117 dollars to the board, subject to a reexamination as provided for
118 a certificate as a registered cook.
119 Section 87FFFF. The board shall furnish to each person to
120 whom an apprentice certificate is issued, a card, or insignia,
121 bearing the seal of the board, certifying that the holder thereof
122 is entitled to practice the profession of cooking in the common-
-123 wealth as an apprentice, and it shall be the duty of the holder
124 of such card or insignia, to post the same in a conspicuous place
125 in the kitchen where he cooks or studies where it may be read-
-126 ily seen. All said cards or insignia issued to apprentices, as
127 herein provided, shall be printed on paper of a different color
128 than the card or insignia issued to registered cooks.
129 Section 87GGGG. The board may suspend, for not exceed-



SENATE —No. 388. [Jan.6

130 ing six months, the certificate of registration of any cook or ap-
prentice for habitual drunkenness, for having epilepsy or other
disease endangering the health safety of persons whom he
may serve, for failure to comply with sanitary rules or regula-
tions of the board approved by the state department of public
health, or for having imparted any contagious or infectious
disease, or may revoke such certificate upon proof of any viola-
tion of its rules and regulations; provided, that before any cer-
tificate shall be so suspended or revoked, the holder thereof
shall have had notice in writing of the charge or charges against
him, and at a day specified in said notice, at least five days after
the service of notice thereof, shall have been given a public hear-
ing and an opportunity to present testimony in his behalf, and
to confront the witnesses against him. Any person whose
certificate of registration has been so revoked may apply to
have a new certificate of registration granted to him, and,
upon satisfactory proof that the disqualification of such person
has ceased, and that he is a proper person to be registered as a
cook or apprentice, the board shall grant to him a new cer-
tificate of registration.
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150 Section 87HHHH. Any school where tuition or fees are

charged for teaching the occupation of cooking shall be con-
sidered a cooking school under this act and all said schools
shall keep prominently displayed at the entrance a sign “Cook-
ing School” in letters not less than six inches in height. Any
person desiring to operate or conduct a cooking school within
this commonwealth shall first secure from the board a permit
to do so, and shall keep such permit prominently displayed in
such school, and shall before commencing business give to the
state treasurer a bond, in such amount and with such sureties
as shall be determinedand approved by the governor and coun-
cil, conditioned upon the faithful compliance by himself in the
conduct of said school with all the provisions of said sections
and of all rules and regulations made under authority thereof,
and to pay all judgments that may be obtained against said
school or the owners or managers thereof on account of fraud,
misrepresentation or deceit practiced by themselves, their
agents, servants or employees. The board may from time to
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168 time examine into the qualifications, appointments, course of
169 study and hours of study in any such school, and may suspend
170 or revoke the certificate of registration of the person operating
171 or conducting such school or of any registered cook acting as
172 instructor or teacher therein, or the permit of any such school,
173 for the violation of any of said sections or of any rule or regu-
-174 lation made under authority thereof, provided, however, that
175 no permit shall be issued to any person, persons or corporations
176 to operate such a cooking school in cities of less than fifty
177 thousand inhabitants. The fee for a permit to operate or con-
-178 duct a cooking school shall be twenty-five dollars per year.
179 The course of study in any approved cooking school shall in-
-180 dude the following subjects: Sanitation, personal cleanliness,
181 vital factors of food, preservation of food, value of vitamins
182 and nutrition, chemical structure and properties of vitamins,
183 the effect of food on the human body, proper grading of meats,
184 poultry, game, fish, vegetables, fruits, dairy products, and
185 groceries, and a sufficient knowledge of the art of cooking to
186 safeguard the health of the public.

187 Section 871111. The board may require every person sub-
-188 ject to said sections to submit quarter-annually to a health
189 examination similar to that referred to in section eighty-
-190 seven DDDD. The board shall have power to enter any kitchen
191 or cooking school during business hours for the purpose of in-
-192 spection. If any kitchen or cooking school be found in an un-
-193 sanitary condition, or if any cook working therein has been
194 charged with communicating any contagious or infectious
195 disease, the board shall notify the state department of public
196 health. In the event of the suspension of the permit of any
197 kitchen or cooking school under this chapter, the holder thereof
198 shall have had notice in writing of the charge or charges against
199 him, and at a day specified in said notice, at least five days
200 after the service of notice thereof, shall have been given a pub-
-201 lie hearing and an opportunity to present testimony in his
202 behalf, and to confront the witnesses against him. Any holder
203 whose permit has been so revoked may apply to have a new
204 permit granted to him, and upon satisfactory proof that the
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205 disqualification has ceased, the board shall grant a new permit
206 to him.
207 Section 87JJJJ. The board may require the attendance
208 and testimony of Witnesses and the production of such books,
209 records and papers as it desires at any hearing or in any mat-
210 ter which it has authority to investigate, and for that purpose
211 the secretary may issue a subpoena for any witness or a sub-
212 poena duces tecum to compel the production of any books
213 records, or papers. Fees and mileage shall be the same as
214 those allowed in the superior court in criminal cases and shall
215 be paid from the fund in the state treasury for the use of the
216 board, in the same manner as the compensation and expenses
217 of the board are given.
218 Section 87KKKK. Any person aggrieved by any action of
219 the board refusing to grant, or suspending or revoking, a cer-
220 tificate of registration or a permit for any cause, may within
221 ten days after such action, appeal to the superior court of the
222 county wherein he resides, and the decision of said court shall
223 be final.
224 Section 87LLLL. Fees referred to in said sections shall be
225 paid in advance to the secretary of the board, who shall pay
226 them monthly to the state treasurer; and such fees shall there-
227 after be held by the state treasurer as a fund for the use of the
228 board.
229 Section 87MMMM. It shall be unlawful for any student
230 cook or apprentice to operate a kitchen. No person, or corpora-
231 tion operating a kitchen shall employ more than one apprentice
232 to every five professional cooks in each kitchen.
233 Section 87NNNN. The obtaining of, or attempt to obtain,
234 a certificate of registration or a permit to practice as an ap-
235 prentice or student cook or to operate a kitchen or cooking
236 school by fraudulent misrepresentation, or the practice by any
237 person of the profession of cooking as a student cook, appren-
238 tice, or registered cook, without compliance with the terms and
239 conditions of said sections, the willful employment by any per-
240 son of anyone as a registered cook, apprentice or student cook,
241 who has not a student’s permit, or a certificate of a registered
242 cook, or the willful causing of any such employment, or any
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243 violation of any provision of said sections shall be construed
244 as a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be punishable by
245 a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars or one month in jail
246 or both, and any license involved shall be forthwith revoked.
247 The wilful making of any false oath, or affirmation whenever
248 an oath or affirmation is required by said sections, shall be,
249 construed a misdemeanor punishable upon conviction by a fine
250 of not less than one hundred dollars. All fines under said sec-
-251 tions shall be paid to the board.

1 Section 3. In the month of December in the current year
2 the governor with the advice and consent of the council, shall
3 appoint three persons, citizens of the commonwealth, to serve
4 as the board of registration of cooks hereinbefore established,
5 of whom one shall serve for the term of two years, one for the
6 term of three years and one for the term of four years, as the
7 governor may designate, from the first day of January fol-
-8 lowing. Upon the expiration of their respective terms, their
9 successors shall be appointed as hereinbefore provided.

1 Section 4. Any person who, before the effective date of
2 this act, is engaged in the actual and continuous practice of
3 the occupation of commercial cooking in this commonwealth
4 shall, without any examination, be entitled to receive from the
5 board hereinbefore referred to a certificate of registration to
6 practice such occupation; and any person who, prior to said
7 effective date, was an apprentice or student of said occupation
8 shall be credited by said board with the time spent as such ap-
-9 prentice or student; provided, that an affidavit setting forth the

10 name, age, residence and length of time during which and the
11 place or places at which such person has practiced said occupa-
-12 tion or has been an apprentice or student together With a certifi-
es cate of a registered physician as to the freedom from infectious
14 or contagious disease of such person, and an application for such
15 certificate of registration or for such credit, is filed with said
16 board by such person within ninety days of said effective date,
17 and is accompanied by a fee of five dollars.

1 Section 5. Each section and each subdivision of each sec-
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2 lion of this act is hereby declared to be separate and distinct,
3 and the invalidity or unconstitutionality of any such section or
4 subdivision shall not be deemed to affect any other section or
5 subdivision.

1 Section 6. Section three of this act shall take effect on
2 the first day of December in the current year, and the re-
-3 mainder shall take effect on the first day of January in the
4 year nineteen hundred and seventy.






