
By Mr. Ward, a petition of Joseph D. Ward for legislation relative to the
distribution of damages recovered from a third party under the workmen’s
compensation law. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act relative to the distribution of damages recovered from
A THIRD PARTY UNDER THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 15 of chapter 152 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in chapter 432 of the acts of 1943, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the third, fourth, fifth, sixth and
4 seventh sentences and inserting in place thereof the following
5 four sentences: In either event the sum recovered shall be
6 for the benefit of the insurer to the extent that said sum rep-
-7 resents special damages, but not in excess of the amount paid
8 by it to the employee. To the extent that said sum represents
9 special damages in excess of the amout so paid, damages for

10 pain and suffering and damages other than special, the sum
11 recovered shall be for the benefit of the employee. The party
12 bringing the action shall pay any attorney’s fees and shall be
13 entitled to retain any costs recovered by him but any interest
14 received in such action shall be apportioned between the in-
-15 surer and the employee in proportion to the amounts received
16 by them, respectively, under this section, exclusive of costs.
17 In any such action at law the verdict or finding, and any settle-
-18 ment by agreement, shall state separately the amount of special
19 damages and the amount of damages for pain and suffering
20 and damages other than special.

1 Section 2. This act shall apply only to injuries sustained
2 on and after January first, nineteen hundred and seventy.
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