
SENATE 549

By Mr. Cohen, a petition of Beryl W. Cohen for legislation to establish a
fair campaign practices committee. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act establishing a fair campaign practices committee.

1 Chapter 56 of the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
-2 ing after section 56 the following sections:
3 Section 56A. There shall be a Fair Campaign Practices
4 Committee which shall consist of seven members. Two mern-
-5 bers shall be the state committee chairmen, or their dele-
-6 gees, of the two major political parties, defined as those poli-
-7 tical parties, as defined in section one of Chapter fifty of the
8 General Laws, which received the two largest numbers of
9 votes cast in the proceeding election in the commonwealth for

10 the office of governor. Five members shall be appointed by the
11 governor for terms of five years, provided, however, that of
12 the initial appointments one shall be for one year, two shall be
13 for three years, and two shall be for five years. No more than
14 four members of the entire committee shall be members of the
15 same political party and no appointive member shall be em-
-16 ployed by or derive regular compensation from the common-
-17 wealth or from any political party; nor shall any member of
18 the committee hold any public office or be a candidate for pub-
-19 lie office. If any member of the committee shall be nominated
20 as a candidate for public office and shall not in writing decline
21 such nomination within three days, he shall be deemed to have
22 vacated his office as a member of said committee.
23 Section 568. The members of said committee shall receive
24 no compensation for their services but shall be reimbursed for
25 reasonable expenses incurred in performance of the commit-
-26 tee’s duties.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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27 Section 56C. Said committee shall accept petitions alleging
certain practices forbidden by sections thirty-two to forty-
five, inclusive, of this chapter initiated by a candidate for the
general court of a candidate for constitutional office in the
commonwealth or a candidate for the Congress of the United
'States or by any two members of the committee. The com-
mittee shall meet on the four Fridays proceeding the state
primary and state election. The committee shall give notice
and opportunity to the person alleged to have committed a
violation to appear before the committee. The committee
shall determine if a violation has been committed; if they so
determine by a majority vote of the members, they shall order
the practice to cease or be rectified, and in the case of a viola-
tion of section forty-two of this chapter shall order a retrac-
tion be published by the violator in a manner equal to the viola-
tion and forthwith. If such order is not complied with, the
committee may file complaint or petition for mandamus in ac-
cordance with sections fifty-eight and fifty-nine of this chap-
ter.
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