
SENATE 551

By Mr. Cohen, a petition of Thomas B, Adams for legislation to provide for
televised debates between major candidates for the offices of Attorney General,
Lieutenant Governor, Governor, and Senator. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act providing for televised debates between major can-
didates FOR THE OFFICES OF ATTORNEY GENERAL, LIEUTENANT
GOVERNOR, GOVERNOR, AND SENATOR.

Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter fifty four of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by adding after section one hnudred and sixty-one the fol-

4 Section 162. The secretary of the commonwealth shall de-
-5 termine whether statewide television has been or will be made
6 available for debate appearances by the eligible senatorial and
7 gubenetorial candidates of at least one hour’s duration and for
8 the candidates for attorney general and lieutenant governor of
9 at least one half hour’s duration such appearances to be for

10 joint by candidates for the same office. If he determines that
11 such time has not been and will not be made available, he
12 shall, from funds so appropriated, purchase or otherwise ac-

-13 quire and make available jointly to the eligible candidates tel-
-14 evision time to be used for debate appearances as hereinafter
15 described in sections one hundred and sixty-three to one hun-
-16 dred and sixty-seven inclusive of this chapter.
17 Section 163. For purposes of sections one hundred and sixty-
-18 two to one hundred and sixty-seven inclusive of this chapter
19 an “eligible candidate” shall mean the following: a candidate

20 who has been endorsed or nominated during the calendar year
21 by one of the two major political parities in a state primary,
22 or a candidate who has filed for that biennial state election
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23 nomination papers containing a total number of signatures of
24 persons registered to vote in Massachusetts equal to not less
25 than two percent of the total number of votes cast for candi-
-26 dates for the office of governor in the last election for that
9 V

!8 Section 164. The secretary of the commonwealth shall de-
29 termine the dates on which the debates shall take place, pro-

that the debate between the eligible candidates for the50

31 offices of attorney general and lieutenant governor shall take
32 place during the third week proceeding the election, and that
33 the debate between the eligible candidates for governor shall
34 take place during the second week proceeding the election, and
35 that the debate between the eligible candidates for senator
36 shall take place in the week preceeding the election. The sec-
-37 retary of the commonwealth shall give the eligible candidates
38 written notice of the date of the debate no later than two
39 weeks before the date designated for such debate.
40 Section 165. The topic or topics and the place of each de-
-41 bate shall be determined by the agreement of the eligible can-
-42 didates in a writing submitted to the secretary of the com-
-43 monwealth not later than seven days prior to the date desig-
44 nated for the debate.
45 Section 166. The secretary of the commonwealth shall estab-
-46 lish and promulgate such reasonable rules and regulations as
47 are necessary for the conduct of such debates. The debates
48 shall be of one half hour’s duration for the candidates for the
49 offices of attorney general and lieutenant governor and shall
50 be of one hour’s duration for the candidates for the offices of
51 governor and senator. The sole participants in each debate
52 shall be the eligible candidates and a moderator designated by
53 the participating television station from its staff. The function
54 of the moderator shall be to keep order, to confine the dis-
-55 cussion to the agreed topic or topics, and to assure that each
56 eligible candidate participating be given a reasonably equal
57 time in which to give.
58 Section 167. If an eligible candidate fails to participate, the
59 other eligible candidate or candidates shall nevertheless still
60 be entitled to participate.


