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By Mr. DiCarlo, a petition of Marianna M. Reynolds for legislation relative
to the redivision of wards in cities so as to contain as nearly as may be an
equal number of voters. Election Laws.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine

An Act relative to the re-division of wards in cities so as to
CONTAIN AS NEARLY AS MAY BE AN EQUAL NUMBER OF VOTERS.

Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section six of
2 chapter forty-three, and sections one to four, inclusive, of chap-
3 ter fifty-four of the General Laws, a city may, by vote of its
4 city council, prior to any redivision of its wards under section
5 one of said chapter fifty-four, redivide its territory into wards,
6 each ward to contain as nearly as can be ascertained, and equal
7 number of voters. For all elections and primaries, other than
8 municipal elections and their antecedent primary or pre-
-9 liminary elections, held in any such city after it has been

10 redivided into wards under the provisions of this section and
11 prior to any subsequent redivision of the wards under the
12 provisions of section one of chapter fifty-four, the wards as
13 existing previous to this particular redivision shall continue and
14 for all such purposes the election officers shall be appointed
15 and hold office and voting lists shall be prepared and all other
16 things required by law shall be done as if there had been no
17 such redivision, unless such city is entirely contained within
18 only one district for representative to the general court and
19 only one state senatorial district and only one governor’s
20 councillor district and only one congressional district. The city
21 council may provide that the new wards established under the
22 provisions of this act shall be in effect immediately. The
23 mayor of any city which has been redivided into wards under
24 this act shall make such adjustment in the personnel and the
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25 assignment of election officers as may be necessary to comply
26 with the provisions of section eleven, eleven B and thirteen of
27 said chapter fifty-four with reference to such elections. Within
28 thirty days after redivision of any city into wards under the
29 provisions of this section, the city council of such city shall
30 divide the city into voting precincts, and if such new precincts
31 are established for purposes of municipal elections and their
32 antecedent primary and preliminary elections only, such pre-
-33 cincts shall have the same boundaries as the previously exist-
-34 ing precincts, but with thier numbers and designations con-
-35 sistent with the numbers and designations of the new wards.
36 This act shall be subject to the provisions of sections five and
37 ten of said chapter fifty-four.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


