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By Mr. Quinlan, a petition of John M. Quinlan for a legislative amendment
to the Constitution to provide for a referendum. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
TO PROVIDE FOR A REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTION OF A CONSTITU-
TIONAL CONVENTION EVERY TWENTY YEARS.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
General Court and approved by the people at the state election
next following]:

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT

In the year nineteen hundred ninety and in each twentieth year
thereafter the General Court shall enact a law to be called a
Popular Constitutional Enabling Act directing the Secretary of the
Commonwealth to place upon the ballot at any state election the
question “Shall there be a convention to revise, alter or amend
the Constitution of the Commonwealth?”. The Act shall provide
that, if a majority of the votes on such question are in the affirma-
tive, then it shall be deemed and taken to be the will of the people
that such a convention be called to revise, alter or amend the Con-
stitution. The Act shall also provide for the number of delegates
to be elected to the convention and their qualifications, manner
of election and compensation. The Act may provide for the time,
place of initial meeting, quorum, and rules of procedure of the
convention; the manner of submitting the revisions, alterations
and amendments adopted by the convention to the people for
ratification; the establishment of a preparatory and advisory com-
mission to assist the voters and delegates; and such other matters
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relating to the constitutional convention as shall be necessary or
advisable.

A constitutional convention held pursuant to this Article may,
among its proposals for revision, alteration, and amendment, pro-
pose re-arrangement and simplification of the provisions of the
Constitution. All revisions, alterations, amendments, re-arrange-
ments, and simplifications adopted by the convention shall be
placed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth on the ballot at a
state election for ratification and, if so ratified by a majority vote
of the people, the Constitution shall be deemed to be revised, altered
and amended accordingly.


