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By Mr. Randall (by request), petition of William I. Randall for legislation
to change the method of acceptance and providing for the rescinding of an
act providing increased powers for chiefs of police in certain towns. Local
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine,

An Act changing the method of acceptance and providing

FOR ThE RESCINDING OF AN ACT PROVIDING A CHIEF OF POLICE IN-
CREASED POWERS IN CERTAIN TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The sixth sentence of section 91A of chapter 41
2 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 595 of the acts
3 of 1948, is hereby amended by adding at the end the follow-
-4 ing:

1 Section 2. Said section 97A of chapter 41 of the General
2 Laws, as so amended is hereby further amended by striking
3 out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing sentence: Acceptance of this section shall be by placing
5 the question upon the official ballot to be used for the election
6 of town officers at the annual town meeting.

1 Section 3. Said section 97A of chapter 41 of the General
2 Laws, as so amended is hereby further amended by adding at
3 the end of the following: -
4 A town may, by a majority vote in a town meeting vote to
5 rescind its acception of this section in the following manner.
6 A petition, filed by not less than three percent of the qualified
7 voters with the selectmen at least thirty days prior to an
8 annual town meeting, shall ask that the following question
9 be placed upon the ballot; ‘Shall the acceptance by the town of

10 section 97A of chapter 41 of the General Laws, as amended,
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11 authorizing the establishment of police departments in towns
12 giving the chief of police increased powers, be rescinded?’
13 Such question shall thereupon be placed upon the official bal-
-14 lot to be used for the election of town officers at the annual
15 town meeting. If a majority of the voters voting thereon
16 shall vote in the affirmative, said section shall thereupon be
17 null and void in such town and section 97 of chapter 41 of the
18 General Laws, or corresponding provisions of earlier laws
19 previously accepted by such town, shall come into effect.


