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By Mr. Moakley, a petition of John J. Moakley for the adoption of reso-
lutions by the General Court memorializing the Congress of the United States
to recognize the one-hundred mile seaward boundary of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. Natural Resources and Agriculture.

OTlrr (Commonutralllt of fHaitsarltmtttte

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

Resolution memorializing the congress of the united states
TO RECOGNIZE THE ONE HUNDRED MILE SEAWARD BOUNDARY OF
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Whereas, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts was granted a
seaward boundary to one hundred (100) miles offshore by the
First Virginia Charter in the year 1606 and by the Council Char-
ter in the year 1620.

Whereas, The Federal Submerged Lands Act of 1953, Sub-
chapter I, express Federal recognition of state seaward bound-
Aries claimed prior to their entering the Union, “ (A)nd to
the boundary line of each such state where in any case such
boundary as it existed at the time such state became a member
of the Union

Whereas, The First Virginia Charter of 1606 and the Council
Charter of 1620 grant a seward boundary of one-hundred miles to
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts prior to its entering the Union
in 1789.

Whereas, The Federal Submerged Lands Act presently favors
only two Gulf of Mexico states, and confines all other coastal
states to a three-mile seaward limit.

Whereas, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts appears to have
a strong historic claim to a seaward jurisdiction beyond three
miles, which has not been considered by Congress or adjudicated
by the courts.

And Whereas, There is no evidence of Massachusetts’ sur-
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rendering this extensive seaward jurisdiction upon entering the
Union.

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Senate respectfully urges
the Congress of the United States to recognize and to honor the
one-hundred mile seaward boundary of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts.

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted forth-
with by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the President of
the United States, to the Secretary of Interior, to the presiding
officers of each branch of the Congress, and to the members
thereof from the Commonwealth.


