
SENATE 836

By Mr. Donahue, a petition of Maurice A. Donahue for legislation relative
to probation officers in the probate courts. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act providing for probation officers in the probate courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section 83 of chapter
2 276 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by section
3 13 of chapter 731 of the acts of 1956, is hereby further amended
4 by inserting after the words “superior court” in line 1, the
5 words: the justices of the probate court for each county ex-
-6 cept Barnstable, Dukes, Nantucket, Hampshire and Franklin;
7 and the justice of the probate court for Barnstable county who
8 shall appoint only one probation officer for the probate court
9 of the counties of Barnstable, Dukes, and Nantucket; and the

10 justice of the probate court for Hampshire county who shall
11 appoint only one probation officer for the probate court of the
12 counties of Hampshire and Franklin.

1 Section 2. Said first paragraph of said section 83 of said
2 chapter 276 is hereby further amended by inserting after the
3 third sentence, as most recently amended by chapter 629 of
4 the acts of 1968, the following sentence: —In the probate
5 courts the chief judge shall designate one probation officer as
6 supervisor of probation officers in all said probate courts.

1 Section 3. The second paragraph of said section 83 of
2 chapter 276 as most recently amended by section 13A of chap-
-3 ter 731 of the acts of 1956, is hereby further amended by strik-
-4 ing out the first two sentences and inserting in place thereof
5 the following two sentences; —The compensation of proba-
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6 tion officers in all of the courts of the commonwealth shall be
7 fixed according to schedules established from time to time by
8 the committee on probation, who shall direct the commissioner
9 of probation to consult the probation committee of the su-

-10 perior court, the administrative committee of the probate jus-
-11 tices, the justices of the municipal court of the city of Boston,
12 the administrative committee of the district courts, and the
13 county commissioners in the several counties relative thereto.
14 The compensation of each probation officer appointed by the
15 superior court and by the justices of the probate court shall
16 be paid by the commonwealth.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 276 is hereby further amended
2 by inserting after section 85 the following two sections as
3 follows:

4 Section 85A. In addition to other duties imposed upon him
5 by the justices of the probate court, a probation officer of
6 the probate court may, when ordered to do so by the court,
7 examine all records and files in divorce, legal separation, an-
-8 nulment, custody and paternity cases in which orders or
9 decrees have been entered to ascertain whether the persons

10 to whom payments of money should have been made regularly
11 received the various and definite amounts provided for in
12 the orders or decrees of the court and, where there are de-
-13 pendent minor children, that the same are applied for the
14 support, maintenance, education and betterment of said de-
-15 pendent minor children, and that said dependent minor chil-
-16 dren are properly cared for by their custodian; to bring into
17 court when necessary, by citation or otherwise, all persons
18 who are delinquent in making payments ordered or decreed
19 by the court; to ascertain in the case of dependent minor chil-
-20 dren whether they are receiving proper maintenance and edu-
-21 cation and whether they are liable to become a public charge.
22 Section 858. Said probation officer shall have full power
23 by citation or other order duly issued by the probate court
24 to compel the attendance of witnesses to take testimony and
25 do each and every thing necessary, including instigating con-
-26 tempt proceedings, to collect any and all delinquent payments
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27 due to any person entitled under order or decree of said
28 court to receive payments; to make recommendations to the
29 probate court, whre there are dependent minor children, for
30 the betterment of the conditions of said dependent minor chil-
-31 dren; and to ascertain when requested to do so by the court
32 the moral and general conditions surrounding said dependent
33 minor children and shall report the result of such findings to
34 said court.

1 Section 5. The first paragraph of section 89 of said chap-
-2 ter 276 as most recently amended by section 17 of chapter 731
3 of the acts of 1956, is hereby further amended by inserting
4 after the words “superior court” in line 1, the words: the
5 senior justice of a probate court for any county, except Dukes,
6 Nantucket and Franklin.

1 Section 6. The first sentence of section 94 of said chapter
2 276 as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 296 of
3 the laws of 1939, is hereby further amended by inserting after
4 the words “superior court” in line 2, the words: —and the
5 probate court.




