
SENATE No. 1074
By Mr. Keneally, a petition of the Mass. League of Cities and Towns,

J. Kinney O’Rourke, and George V. Kenneally, Jr., for legislation to im-
prove the collection of property taxes through changes in the fiscal cycles
of cities, towns, counties, and certain districts. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act to improve the collection of property taxes through

CHANGES IN FISCAL CYCLES OF CITIES, TOWNS, COUNTIES, AND
CERTAIN DISTRICTS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. It is the purpose and intent of this act to change
2 the beginning of the fiscal year of all cities, towns, and coun-
-3 ties and certain districts to July first, in conformity with the
4 beginning of the commonwealth’s fiscal year, in order to im-
-5 prove the collection of property taxes and to facilitate the
6 implementation of improved budget and appropriation pro-

-7 cedures in said political subdivisions of the commonwealth.
8 Further, it is intended that this act facilitate the transition
9 from the present calendar year accounting periods of these

10 political subdivisions of the commonwealth to the July first
11 fiscal year established by this act through an eighteen month
12 fiscal cycle.

1 Section 2. Sections five, five A, and five Bof chapter
2 forty-four are hereby repealed.

1 Section 3. Section thirteen A and thirty-four of chapter
2 forty-four are hereby repealed. The last paragraph of section
3 four of chapter forty and the last paragraph of section one
4 hundred and eight A of chapter forty-one are hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. Section twenty-nine of chapter forty-four is
2 hereby repealed.

1 Section 5. Subsections (34), (37), (42), and (43) of sec-
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2 lion five of chapter forty are hereby amended to read as
3 follows:
4 (34) For the necessary expenses of municipal officers and
5 employees of any particular department incurred outside the
6 commonwealth in securing information upon matters in which
7 the city or town is interested or which may tend to improve
8 the service in such department, including any training pro-
9 gram or programs for municipal officers or municipal em-

-10 ployees, relating to special aspects of their duties and includ-
-11 ing attendance at state police schools conducted by the de-
-12 partment of public safety, attendance at schools for the train-
-13 ing of local police officers conducted by the Federal Bureau
14 of Investigation, the Massachusetts Chiefs' of Police Associa-
-15 tion, the Boston police department, the Worcester police de-
-16 partment, the Springfield police department, and the metro-
-17 politan district commission police department and attendance
18 at courses at colleges and universities for the training of
19 police officers, authorized by the board of selectmen in a town,
20 or by the town manager in a town having the same, by the
21 mayor in a city, or by a city manager in a city having the
22 same, if subh appropriation is specified to be and is limited to
23 such expenses as aforesaid. Such expenses may also be in-
-24 curred anywhere within the commonwealth and in such case
25 shall be chargeable against any appropriation of the depart-
-26 ment incurring the same. Total appropriations in any year
27 under the provisions of this clause for the necessary expenses
28 of municipal officers and employees of any particular depart-
-29 ment incurred outside the commonwealth shall be limited to
30 one one-hundredth of one per centum of the averaged equal-
-31 ized assessed valuation in a city or town of the three pre-
-32 ceding years.
33 (37) For providing proper facilities for public entertain-
-34 ment in connection with the holding of conventions in the
35 town, for paying expenses incidental to such entertainment,
36 and for the entertainment of distinguished guests, a sum not
37 exceeding, in any one year, one one-hundredth of one per
38 centum of the equalized assessed valuation of the proceeding
39 year, but in no event more than one hundred thousand dollars.
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40 (42) For the purchase of token awards to be made by a
41 playground or recreation commission, including any similar
42 board or commission organized or authorized under any special
43 law, for participation in any game, meet or contest conducted
44 or held as a part of or in connection with the recreation
45 program of such commission or board, a sum not exceeding,
46 in any one year, one one-thousandth of one per centum of the
47 equalized assessed valuation of the preceeding year, but in
48 no event more than one thousand dollars.
49 (43) For the granting of monthly cash awards to municipal
50 employees who, in the judgment of a committee to be appoint-
-51 ed by the mayor, or in cities governed by the Plan E form of
52 charter the city manager, or in towns by the chairman of the
53 board of selectmen, submit the most valuable suggestions for
54 improving the service of the municipality, a sum not exceeding,
55 in any one year, one one-thousandth of one per centum of
56 the equalized assessed valuation of the preceding year, but
57 in no event more than one thousand dollars.

1 Section 6. The first paragraph of section five Bof chap-
-2 ter 40 is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 For the purpose of creating a stabilization fund cities,
4 towns and districts may appropriate in any year an amount
5 not exceeding ten per cent of the amount raised in the pre-
-6 ceding year by taxation of real estate and tangible personal
7 property or such larger amount as may be approved by the
8 Emergency Finance Board established under section one of
9 chapter forty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-

-10 three. The aggregate amount in the fund at any time shall
11 not exceed ten per centum of the equalized assessed valuation
12 of real estate and tangible personal property therein in the
13 preceding year. Any interest shall be added to and become
14 a part of the fund.

1 Section 7. Section six A of chapter forty is hereby
2 amended to read as follows:
3 A city or town which accepts this section may appropriate
4 annually a sum not exceeding one two-hundredths of one per
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5 centum of the equalized assessed valuation of the preceding
6 year, but in no event more than fifty thousand dollars in any
7 one year, for the purpose of advertising its resources, advan-
-8 tages and attractions; provided, however, that as to each
9 such appropriation a sum at least equal to the amount thereof

10 shall previously have been contributed by public subscription,
11 or by donation or legacy, and paid into the city or town treas-
-12 ury to be expended for the aforesaid purposes, and provided,
13 further that no such city or town shall in any year appropri-
-14 ate money for such purposes under authority hereof and also
15 under any special act authorizing appropriations for municipal
16 advertising. The money so appropriated and so contributed
17 shall be expended under the direction of the mayor and city
18 council of the city or the selectmen of the town. Two or more
19 municipalities having resources, advantages or attractions in
20 common may join in advertising the same hereunder.

1 Section 8. The last sentence of section nine of chapter
2 forty is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 The city council of a city may, by two thirds vote, appro-
-4 priate money for armories for the use of the state militia, for
5 the celebration of holidays, for the purpose of providing or
6 defraying the expenses of suitable quarters for posts of the
7 Grand Army of the Republic, including the heating and lighting
8 of such quarters, and for other like public purposes to an
9 amount not exceeding in any one year one fiftieth of one per

10 centum of its equalized assessed valuation for such year.

1 Section 9. The first sentence of section eleven of chapter
2 forty is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 A town may appropriate money for the prevention of forest
4 fires to an amount not exceeding one tenth of one per centum
5 of its equalized assessed valuation.

1 Section 10. The first sentence of section thirteen A of
2 chapter forty is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 Any city or town which has accepted chapter eight hundred
4 and seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen and
5 which accepts this section, by vote of the city council or of
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6 the voters in town meeting, may appropriate an amount not
7 exceeding in any one year one twentieth of one per centum of
8 its equalized assessed valuation to establish and maintain an
9 insurance fund to pay workmen’s compensation, from which

10 any compensation payable under the provisions of sections
11 sixty-nine to seventy-five, inclusive, of chapter one hundred
12 and fifty-two shall be paid; but no money shall be appropri-
-13 ated for such purpose while the fund equals or exceeds one
14 per centum of such equalized assessed valuation.

1 Section 11. The first sentence of section forty-four Hof
2 chapter forty is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 The regional refuse disposal district committee shall an-
-4 nually determine the amounts necessary to be raised to main-
-5 tain and operate the district during the ensuing financial year,
6 and the amounts required for payment of debt and interest
7 incurred by the district which will be due in the said year, and
8 shall apportion the amount so determined among the several
9 member cities and towns in accordance with the terms of the

10 agreement.

1 Section 12. The first sentence of section seven of chapter
2 forty B is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 Said commission shall, annually in the month of December,
4 estimate the amount of money required to pay the costs and
5 expenses of the district for the following financial year, and
6 shall fix and determine the proportion of such costs and expen-
-7 ses to be paid by the constituent cities and towns thereof dur-
-8 ing such year, which assessment may not exceed any per capita
9 amount fixed by the city council of any city or town meeting

10 of any town which votes to become a member of such plan-
-11 ning district; provided that the per capita limit on any new
12 member shall not be less than the per capita cost to the mu-

-13 nicipalities in the district at the time a new member joins the
14 district.

1 Section 13. The first sentence of section eight of chapter
2 forty B is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 The district may authorize debt by a majority vote of the
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4 commission in anticipation of revenue to an amount not in ex-
-5 cess of that to be received during the current financial year
6 from member cities and towns.

2 of chapter forty B are hereby amended to read as follows:
3 The commission so established shall not later than fifty days
4 from the issuance of a certificate of organization by the state
5 secretary prepare an estimate of the amount of money required
6 to pay the costs and expenses of the district for the current
7 fiscal year and, in the case of the district being dissolved for
8 the purpose of organizing a district in accordance with section
9 nine, the costs and expenses of said predecessor district incur-

-10 red during the current financial year for which funds are not
11 otherwise available, and, after first subtracting from such esti-
-12 mate of costs the amount of unexpended monies in the cus-
-13 tody of the commission which were previously received by the
14 predecessor district from member cities and towns for the ex-
-15 penses of the current financial year, the commission shall ap-
-16 portion, assess and certify for payment the amount so de-
-17 termined in accordance with this section.
18 Each city and town treasurer shall not later than thirty days
19 from the receipt of said certification pay the amount so ap-
-20 portioned and certified from any monies available in the trea-
-21 sury of each such city or town, and the board of assessors of
22 each such city or town shall include said amount in the assess-
-23 ment for the annual tax levy if such tax levy has not been as-
-24 sessed, but otherwise shall include said amount in the next an-
-25 nual tax levy in addition to any amount to be raised for the
26 purposes of the commission for the next fiscal year in accord-
-27 dance with this section.
28 The commission shall operate on a fiscal year running from
29 July first to June thirtieth. The commission shall, annually,
30 in the month of November, estimate the amount of money re-
-31 quired to be assessed upon the cities and towns in the district
32 necessary to pay the cost and expenses of the district for the
33 following fiscal year. The amount so determined for the dis-
-34 trict shall not exceed a sum equivalent to fifteen cents per

1 Section 14. The first three paragraphs of section eighteen
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35 capita of the population of the district or fifty thousand dol-
-36 lars, whichever is the greatest amount; and said amount shall
37 be apportioned and assessed upon each city and town in the
38 district in the proportion which the population of each such
39 city or town bears to the total population of the district; pro-
-40 vided, however, that the population of the district and of each
41 city and town shall be the population as determined by the
42 most recent state or national decennial census exclusive of
43 the population in any county, state or federal institutions
44 otherwise included in such census. The amounts so apportioned
45 for each city and town shall, prior to December thirty-first of
46 each year, be certified by the district treasurer to the treas-
-47 urers of each city and town within the district. Each city and
48 town treasurer shall forthwith pay the amount so apportioned
49 by the district treasurer not later than July tenth of the fiscal
50 year for which the apportionment is made, and shall make
51 such payment from any monies available in the treasury of
52 each such city or town. The district treasurer shall submit
53 a duplicate copy of the aforementioned certification of the
54 board of assessors of each city and town, and each such board
55 of assessors shall include said amounts in the assessment for
56 the annual tax levy according to the procedures specified in
57 section twenty-one of chapter fifty-nine; provided however,
58 that if the annual tax levy is determined by any such board
59 of assessors prior to receiving a copy of said certification, the
60 board of assessors shall include as money to be raised in the
61 tax levy an amount equal to twenty cents per capita of the
62 population of the city or town as determined aforesaid, and,
63 if such amount is less than the amount actually certified by
64 the district treasurer, the difference shall be included as money
65 to be raised in the next annual tax levy.

1 Section 15. Section fifty-four Aof chapter forty-one is
2 hereby amended to read as follows:
3 The auditor or similar officer in cities and the town account-
-4 ant, if any, otherwise the town treasurer in towns, shall notify
5 the assessors, not later than February first in each year, of the
6 total receipts of the preceding financial year and the first half
7 of the current financial year together with an estimate of such
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8 receipts for the second half of the current financial year, ex-
-9 cept from taxes, loans, and trust funds, and shall specify in de-

10 tail the source of such receipts.

1 Section 16. Section fifty-nine of chapter forty-one is here-
2 by amended to read as follows:
3 The selectmen and all boards, committees, heads of depart-
-4 ments or other officers of a town authorized by law to expend
5 money shall furnish to the town accountant, or, if there is
6 no town accountant, to the appropriation, advisory or finance
7 committee, if any, otherwise to the selectmen, not less than
8 ten days before the end of the calendar year, detailed esti-
-9 mates of the amounts necessary for the proper maintenance of

10 the departments under their jurisdiction for the ensuing finan-
-11 cial year, with explanatory statements as to any changes from
12 the amounts appropriated for the same purposes in the cur-
-13 rent financial year, and an estimate of amounts necessary for
14 outlays or permanent improvements. They shall also prepare
15 estimates of any income likely to be received by the town dur-
-16 ing the ensuing financial year in connection with the town’s
17 business or property intrusted to their care. The selectmen
18 shall include in their estimates the salaries and expenses con-
-19 nected with their own office, and the salaries of all other town
20 officers shall be included in the estimates for the office, depart-
-21 ment or branch of the public service of which they are in
22 charge. The treasurer shall, in addition to his estimate of the
23 amount required for the maintenance of his own office, prepare
24 a separate statement indicating the amounts required for the
25 payment of interest on the town debt and for the payment of
26 such portions of the town debt as may become due during the
27 ensuing financial year.

1 Section 17. Section sixty of chapter forty-one is hereby
2 amended to read as follows:
3 The town accountant shall immediately upon the close of
4 the calendar year compile statements in tabulated form show-
-5 ing the amounts appropriated and the amounts expended from
6 each appropriation during the preceding financial year and the
7 first half of the current financial year, and the estimates for
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8 the second half of the current financial year and for the en-
-9 suing financial year, and shall forthwith furnish a copy there-
to of to the selectmen, or to such committee as the town may ap-
-11 point to consider and report on proposed appropriations. The
12 selectmen, or said committee when so appointed, shall after
13 due consideration designate the amounts which in their opin-
-14 ion should be appropriated for the ensuing financial year, and
15 shall accompany the same with such explanations and sugges-
-16 tions in relation thereto as they may deem desirable for the
17 proper information of the inhabitants. The selectmen shall
18 print and distribute this document at or before the annual
19 town meeting, and the town clerk shall transmit a copy there-
-20 of and of all town reports to the director of accounts.

1 Section 18. Section one hundred and eight of chapter forty-
-2 one is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 The salary and compensation of all elected officers of a
4 town shall be fixed annually by a vote of the town except as
5 otherwise provided by law, and all increases in salaries and
6 compensation shall be made effective at the beginning of the
7 next ensuing financial year. Except as provided in section
8 four A and section one hundred and eight A, and except in any
9 city in which salaries and wages are fixed by special law or

10 by ordinance in accordance with the provisions of any general
11 or special law, all boards or heads of departments of a town
12 shall, as soon as may be after the passage of the annual bud-
-13 get, fix the salary or compensation of all officers or employ-
-14 ees appointed or employed by them effective at the beginning
15 of the next ensuing financial year, all subject to the provisions
16 of section thirty-one of said chapter forty-four. A city may
17 by ordinance prescribe that all fees, charges or commissions
18 shall be paid into the city treasury and belong to the city,
19 and in such case shall pay such officer such compensation as
20 the city council shall determine.

1 Section 19. Section one hundred and twenty of chapter
2 forty-one is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 The financial year of all districts shall end on June thirtieth;
4 notwithstanding the provisions of special laws or district by-
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5 laws to the contrary; provided, that the district treasurer shall
6 until July tenth enter on his books all items for the payment
7 of bills incurred and salaries and wages earned during the pre-
-8 vious year, and expenditures thereof shall be deemed to be as
9 of the preceding June thirtieth.

1 Section 20. Section five of chapter forty-three is hereby
2 amended to read as follows:
3 Until superseded under this chapter, the organization of
4 the executive and administrative departments and the powers
5 and duties of the officers and employees of any city adopting
6 any of the plans provided for in this chapter shall remain as
7 constituted at the time of the adoption of such plan; but the
8 city council or other legislative body may at any time by
9 ordinance, consistent with general laws, reorganize, consolidate

10 or abolish departments, in whole or in part; transfer the du-
ll ties, powers and appropriations of one department to another,
12 in whole or in part; establish new departments; and increase,
13 reduce, establish or abolish salaries of heads of departments or
14 members of boards. This section shall not authorize any ac-
-15 tion in conflict with chapter thirty-one.

1 Section 21. Section 4 of chapter forty-four is hereby
2 amended to read as follows:
3 Cities, towns and districts may, by a majority vote, incur
4 debt in the financial year in which the vote is taken and in
5 the ensuing financial year for temporary loans in anticipation
6 of the revenue of the financial year in which the debt is in-
-7 curred, and may issue notes therefor to an amount which for
8 cities and towns shall not exceed in the aggregate the total
9 tax levy of the financial year preceding the year in which the

10 debt is incurred, together with the net amount received dur-
-11 ing such preceding financial year from the excise on motor
12 vehicles and trailers, as provided by chapter sixty A, and the
13 payments made by the commonwealth in lieu of taxes on ac-
-14 count of property taken for institutions or for metropolitan
15 district purposes; and for districts shall not exceed the receipt
16 from taxes, rates and services of the financial year preceding
17 that in which the debt is incurred, and for newly established
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18 districts which have not yet had receipts from taxes, rates and
19 services throughout an entire financial year an amount as
20 fixed by vote of the district. Such notes shall be payable, and
21 shall be paid, not later than one year from their date, and shall
22 not be renewed or paid by the issue of new notes, except as
23 provided in section seventeen.

1 Section 22. The first paragraph of section seven of chapter
2 forty-four is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 Cities and towns may incur debt, within the limits of in-
-4 debtedness prescribed in section ten, for the purposes herein-
-5 after set forth, and payable within the periods hereinafter
6 specified, but, except for the purpose set forth in clause (11),
7 no debt shall be incurred under any one of the following clauses
8 unless in the financial year in which the debt is authorized a
9 sum at least equal to the percentage, as specified in such clause,

10 of the amount authorized to be borrowed has been appropri-
-11 ated from available revenue funds, or voted to be raised by
12 taxation, or transferred from any available appropriation other
13 than an appropriation raised by borrowing, or transferred from
14 a reserve fund established under section five A or section six
15 of chapter forty or section twenty-five of chapter fifty-nine
16 or from a stabilization fund established under section five B
17 of chapter forty, for the purposes set forth in the clause under
18 which the debt is authorized or, in the case of debt under
19 clause (5), (6) or (7), for any one or more of the purposes
20 set forth in said clauses; provided, however, that no more than
21 one hundred and fifty thousand dollars need be so appropri-
-22 ated, voted or transferred in any financial year for the pur-
-23 poses set forth in the clause under which the debt is au-
-24 thorized or, in the case of debt under clause (5), (6) or (7),
25 for any one or more of the purposes set forth in said clauses;

1 Section 23. Clause (11) of section seven of chapter forty-
-2 four is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 (11) For the payment of final judgments rendered after
4 the fixing of the current financial year, one year.

1 Section 24. The last paragraph of section nine of chapter
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2 forty-four is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 In the financial year of organization of a newly established
4 district, whether established under general or special law, the
5 borrowing capacity for purposes specified in section seven and
6 limited in amount by section ten, and for purposes specified in
7 section eight, shall be based upon an amount determined by
8 applying to the equalized valuation of the town in which the
9 district is located the same ratio which the assessors’ valuation

10 of the taxable property of the district for that financial year
11 bears to the assessors’ valuation of the taxable property of the
12 town for the same financial year. In the case of a newly es-
-13 tablished district which is located in two or more towns, said
14 borrowing capacity shall be based on the total amount de-
-15 termined by applying to the equalized valuation of each of
16 the towns in which any part of the district is located the same
17 ratio which the assessors’ valuation of the taxable property
18 of the district in the respective towns for that financial year
19 bears to the assessors’ valuation of the taxable property of
20 said town for the same financial year.

3 Town officers having charge of the maintenance of public
4 ways may incur liabilities for snow and ice removal, and, in
5 cases of extreme emergency involving the health and safety of
6 parsons and property, any town officer or department head may
7 incur additional liabilities provided that such liabilities for
8 snow and ice removal or for extreme emergencies may be in-
-9 curred only with the written approval of a majority of the

10 board of selectmen and the appropriation, advisory, or finance
11 committee in towns having such a committee and in other
12 towns with the written approval of the director of accounts
13 in the department of corporations and taxation, and the pay-
-14 ments so made shall be reported by the auditor or accountant
15 or other officer having similar duties, or by the treasurer if
16 there be no such officers, to the assessors, who shall include the
17 amount so reported in the aggregate appropriations assessed

1 Section 25. Section thirteen of chapter forty-four is here-
-2 by amended to read as follows:
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18 in the determination of the next annual tax rate, unless the
19 town has made provision therefor.

1 Section 26. Section sixteen of chapter forty-four is here-
-2 by amended to read as follows:
3 A city, town or district which has authorized a debt to be
4 incurred within the limitations, as to amount and time of
5 payment, prescribed by this chapter may issue therefor bonds
6 or notes, or, in the case of a city, certificates of indebtedness,
7 all of which shall be properly denominated on the face there-
-8 of, signed by the treasurer, and, if issued by a city, counter-
-9 signed by its mayor, or, by a majority of its selectmen, or, if

10 issued by a district, by a majority of the prudential committee,
11 if any, otherwise by a majority of the commissioners, and by
12 any other officers, boards or commissioners of a city, town or
13 district whose counter-signatures may be required by law, at
14 such rate of interest as may be deemed proper; and such city,
15 town or district may, except as provided in section eighteen,
16 sell such bonds, notes or certificates of indebtedness at not
17 less than par, at public or private sale, or may use the same in
18 payment of such debts; provided, that if the amount of the
19 annual payment and the period of the loan are not specified
20 by the vote authorizing the debt to be incurred, the officers
21 authorized to issue bonds or notes thereof may issue the same
22 subject to the provisions and limitations of this chapter; pro-
-23 vided, further, that unless it is otherwise specified in the vote
24 authorizing the debt, such officers may, subject to said limita-
-25 tions and provisions issue such bonds or notes at one time or
26 from time to time and each such issue shall constitute a
27 separate loan. Any bonds or notes issued under the authority
28 of this chapter, if properly executed by the officers of a city,
29 town or district in office on the date such securities are actu-
-30 ally executed, shall be valid and binding according to their
31 terms notwithstanding that before the delivery thereof and
32 payment thereof any or all such officers shall have for any
33 reason ceased to hold office. The auditor or similar officer in
34 cities, the town accountant in towns having such an officer,
35 the treasurer in all other towns, or the prudential committee,
36 if any, otherwise the commissioners in a district, shall, not
37 later than May first of each year, notify the board of asses-
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38 sors in writing of the amount of debt falling due during the
39 ensuing financial year, the sinking fund requirements, if any,
40 and what provision has been made for meeting such require-
-41 ments; and the board shall make such provision for meeting
42 said debt and sinking fund requirements in the tax levy of
43 that year as in its judgment may be necessary.

1 Section 27. Section thirty of chapter forty-four is hereby
2 amended to read as follows:
3 A city, except Boston, wherein the appropriation for any
4 department is determined by law at a certain rate or per-
-5 centage of the taxable valuation or the valuation of the tax-
-6 able property therein, or however otherwise the same may be
7 described, shall, in addition to the amount so determined, ap-
-8 propriate and use for such department such proportion of the
9 proceeds of the tax upon incomes, returned by the common-

10 wealth to the city under section eighteen of chapter fifty-eight,
11 as the appropriation so determined by law bears to the total
12 local tax levy of that city for the current financial year; but in
13 each year such department shall be credited with their pro-
-14 portion of the income tax received during the preceding finan-
-15 cial year.

1 Section 28. Section thirty-one Aof chapter forty-four is
2 hereby amended to read as follows:
3 Every officer of all cities of the commonwealth having charge
4 of or jurisdiction over, any office, department or undertaking,
5 requesting an appropriation shall, between November first and
6 December thirty-first of each year, furnish the mayor and
7 the city auditor, or officer having similar duties, on forms pro-
-8 vided by the city auditor or officer having similar duties, and
9 approved by the bureau of accounts in the department of

10 corporations and taxation, detailed estimates of the full
11 amounts deemed necessary for the ensuing financial year for
12 the ordinary maintenance of the office, department or under-
-13 taking under his charge or jurisdiction, and for expenditures
14 other than the ordinary maintenance, with the amounts, if any,
15 expended for similar purposes during the preceding financial
16 year and during the first four months of the current finan-
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17 dal year, and an estimate of the amounts required to be ex-
-18 pended for such purposes during the last eight months of the
19 current financial year, giving explanatory statements of any
20 differences between the amount of any estimate for the en-
-21 suing financial year and the amount expended or estimated to
22 be required as aforesaid.
23 The information hereby required to be furnished shall set
24 forth the number of permanent or temporary employees, or
25 both, requested in each classification or rating in the ensuing
26 financial year and the number of permanent or temporary em-
-27 ployees, or both, employed on October thirty-first of the cur-
-28 rent financial year, or the nearest week-end thereto, except
29 laborers and persons performing the duties of laborers, with
30 the annual, monthly, weekly or hourly compensation of such
31 employees, and shall state whether such compensation is fixed
32 by ordinance or otherwise and whether or not such employees
33 are subject to chapter thirty-one.
34 The foregoing shall not prevent any city, upon recommenda-
-35 tion of the mayor, from so setting forth the number of per-
-36 manent or temporary laborers and persons performing the
37 duties of laborers, or both such permanent and temporary
38 laborers and persons, with the annual, monthly, weekly or
39 hourly compensation of such employees.
40 The city auditor, or officer having similar duties, shall forth-
-41 with at the close of each calendar year furnish the mayor
42 with a written report of the money received from estimated
43 receipts applicable to the payment of expenditures of the first
44 half of the current financial year, with an estimate of such
45 receipts for the second half of the current financial year and
46 for the next succeeding financial year.

1 Section 29. Section thirty-two of chapter forty-four is
2 hereby amended to read as follows:
3 Within sixty days after the annual organization of the city
4 government in all cities of the commonwealth, the mayor shall
5 submit to the city council the annual budget which shall be a
6 statement of the amounts recommended by him for the pro-
-7 posed expenditures of the city for the ensuing financial year.
8 The annual budget shall be classified and designated so as to
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9 show separately with respect to each officer, department or
10 undertaking for which an appropriation is recommended:
11 (1) Ordinary maintenance, which shall also include debt
12 and interest charges matured and maturing during the ensu-
-13 ing financial year, and shall be subdivided as follows:
14 (a) Salaries and wages of officers, officials and employees
15 other than laborers or persons performing the duties of lab-
-16 orers; and
17 (b) Ordinary maintenance not included under (a); and
18 (2) Proposed expenditures for other than ordinary main-
-19 tenance, including additional equipment the estimated cost of
20 which exceeds one thousand dollars.
21 The foregoing shall not prevent any city, upon recommenda-
-22 tion of the mayor and with the approval of the council, from
23 adopting additional classifications and designations.
24 The city council may by majority vote make appropriations
25 for the purposes recommended and may reduce or reject any
26 amount recommended in the annual budget, but, except on
27 recommendation of the mayor, shall not increase any amount
28 in or the total of the annual budget, nor add thereto any
29 amount for a purpose not included therein, except as provided
30 in section thirty-three. Except as otherwise permitted by law,
31 all amounts appropriated by the city council, as provided in
32 this section, shall be for the purposes specified. In setting up
33 an appropriation order or orders based on the annual budget,
34 the council shall use, so far as possible, the same classifications
35 required for the annual budget. If the council fails to take
36 action with respect to any amount recommended in the an-
-37 nual budget, either by approving, reducing or rejecting the
38 same, within forty-five days after the receipt of the budget,
39 such amount shall without any action by the council become
40 a part of the appropriations for the ensuing financial year, and
41 be available for the purposes specified.
42 If, upon the expiration of sixty days after the annual or-
-43 ganization of the city government, the mayor shall not have
44 submitted to the city council the annual budget for said flnan-
-45 cial year, the city council shall within thirty days upon its own
46 initiative prepare the annual budget, and such preparation
47 shall be subject to the same requirements as the mayor’s an-
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48 nual budget, so far as apt.
49 Within fifteen days after such preparation of the annual
50 budget, the city council shall proceed to act by voting there-
-51 on and all amounts so voted shall thereupon be valid appro-
-52 priations for the purposes stated therein to the same extent as
53 though based upon a mayor’s annual budget, but subject, how-
-54 ever, to such requirements, if any, as may be imposed by law.
55 If the council fails to take action with respect to any amount
56 recommended in the budget, either by approving, reducing or
57 rejecting the same, within fifteen days after such prepara-
-58 tion, such amount shall, without further action by the council,
59 become a part of the appropriations for the ensuing financial
60 year, and be available for the purposes specified.
61 Nothing in this section shall prevent the city council, acting
62 upon the written recommendation of the mayor, from voting
63 appropriations, not in excess of the amount so recommended,
64 either prior or subsequent to the passage of the annual budget.
65 The provisions of this section shall apply, in any city adopt-
-66 ing the Plan E form of government under chapter forty-
-67 three, only to the extent provided by section one hundred and
68 four of said chapter.
69 Neither the annual budget nor appropriation orders based
70 thereon shall be in such detail as to fix specific salaries of
71 employees under the direction of boards elected by the people,
72 other than the city council.
73 The city council may, and upon written request of at least
74 ten registered voters shall, give notice of a public hearing
75 to be held on the annual budget, prior to final action thereon,
76 but not less than seven days after publication of such notice,
77 in a newspaper having general circulation in the city. At
78 the time and place so advertised, or at any time or place to
79 which such public hearing may from time to time be adjourn-
-80 ed, the city council shall hold a public hearing on the annual
81 budget as submitted by the mayor, at which all interested
82 persons shall be given an opportunity to be heard for or against
83 the proposed expenditures or any item thereof.

1 Section 30. Section thirty-three Aof chapter forty-four
2 is hereby amended to read as follows:
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3 The annual budget shall include sums sufficient to pay the
4 salaries of officers and employees fixed by law or by ordinance.
5 Notwithstanding any contrary provision of any city charter, no
6 ordinance providing for an increase in the salaries or wages of
7 municipal officers or employees shall be enacted except by a
8 two-thirds vote of the city council, nor unless it is to be
9 operative for more than three months during the calendar year

10 in which it is passed. No new position shall be created or
11 increase in rate made by ordinance, vote or appointment dur-
-12 ing the financial year subsequent to the submission of the
13 annual budget unless provision therefor has been made by
14 means of a supplemental appropriation. No ordinance, vote or
15 appointment creating a new position in 'any year in which a
16 municipal election is held shall be valid and effective unless
17 said ordinance, vote or appointment is operative for more
18 than three months during said municpal election year.

1 Section 31. Section fifty-six of chapter forty-four is here-
-2 by amended to read as follows:
3 The financial year of all towns of the commonwealth shall
4 begin on July first and end on June thirtieth and the returns
5 made to the director under section forty-three shall show the
6 financial condition of the town at the close of business on
7 June thirtieth; provided, that the treasurer shall, until July
8 tenth, enter in his books all items for the payment of bills
9 incurred and salaries and wages earned during the previous

10 financial year, and expenditures thereof shall be deemed to be
11 as of June thirtieth preceding.

1 Section 32. Section fifty-six Aof chapter forty-four is
2 hereby amended to read as follows:
3 The financial year of all cities of the commonwealth shall
4 begin on July first and end on June thirtieth, notwithstanding
5 the provisions of their respective charters, and the returns
6 made to the director under section forty-three shall show the
7 financial condition of the city at the close of business on
8 June thirtieth; provided, that the treasurer shall, until July
9 tenth, enter in the books all items for the payment of bills

10 incurred and the salaries and wages earned during the pre-
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11 vious financial year, and the expenditures thereof shall be
12 deemed to be as of June thirtieth preceding.

1 Section 33. Section twenty-one of chapter fifty-nine is
2 hereby amended to read as follows:
3 The assessors shall assess state and county taxes duly cer-
-4 tified to them. The assessors shall also assess as estimated
5 in advance by the commissioner charges and assessments for
6 which the state treasurer will be required under section twen-
7 ty to send his warrant not later than November first next
8 following the assessment by the assessors. If at the time of
9 fixing the tax rate for any financial year the warrant for the

10 state tax, if any, for such year has not been received or the
11 county tax for such year has not been certified, the assessors
12 may nevertheless fix the rate for such financial year and shall
13 in such event assess for such year such state and county taxes
14 as estimated in advance by the commissioner. The commis-
15 sioner shall notify the assessors of his estimates of assess-
16 ments, charges and taxes for the ensuing financial year on or
17 before March first of the preceding financial year. Any bal-
18 ance of such assessments, charges and taxes not so assessed
19 in the current financial year by reason of an under-estimate
20 by the commissioner shall be assessed for the next subsequent
21 financial year and any excess assessed in accordance with the
22 foregoing provision by reason of an over-estimate by him shall
23 be deducted in determining the amount to be assessed for the
24 next subsequent financial year. The assessors shall also as-
25 sess town taxes voted by their respective towns and all taxes
26 duly voted and certified by districts therein or certified by
27 the joint committee of a health district formed under section
28 twenty-seven A of chapter one hundred and eleven. Such dis-
29 trict taxes shall be subject to the law relative to the assess-
30 ment and collection of town taxes, so far as applicable. Except
31 as otherwise provided, all taxes shall be assessed as of January
32 first.

1 Section 34. The first two paragraphs of section twenty-
2 three of chapter fifty-nine is hereby amended to read as fol-
3 lows;
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5 less than their estimate of the aggregate of all amounts ap-
6 preprinted, granted or lawfully expended by their respective
7 towns since the last preceding annual assessment and not pro-
8 vided for therein, of all amounts required by law to be raised
9 by taxation by said towns during the ensuing financial year,

10 of their estimate of all debt and interest charges matured and
maturing during the ensuing financial year and not otherwise11

12 provided for, of all amounts necessary to satisfy final judg-
13 ments against said towns, and of all abatements granted on
14 account of the tax assessment of any year in excess of the
15 overlay of that year and not otherwise provided for; but such
16 assessments shall not include liabilities for the payment of
17 which towns have lawfully voted to contract debts. The as-
18 sessors shall deduct from the amount required to be assessed
19 (a) the amount of all estimated receipts of their respective
20 towns lawfully applicable to the payment of the expenditures
21 of the ensuing financial year, excluding sums to be received
22 from the commonwealth or county for highway purposes and
23 excluding estimated receipts from loans and taxes, but includ-
24 ing estimated receipts from the excise levied under chapter
25 sixty A and receipts estimated by the commission under sec-
26 tion 'twenty-five A of chapter fifty-eight, (b) the amount of
27 all appropriations voted from available funds for the purpose
28 of deduction, and (c) the amount of all other appropriations
29 voted from available funds. Deductions made by the asses-
30 sors under any provision of this section shall not be subject
31 to the approval of the commission or commissioner, as the
32 case may be; provided, however, that deductions made under
33 clause (a) on account of estimated receipts, other than those
34 estimated by the commission, shall not exceed double the
35 aggregate amount of actual receipts received during the first
36 six months of the current financial year from the same sources,
37 except with the written approval of the commission; and pro-j
38 vided, further, that deductions made under clauses (b) and
39 (c) shall not exceed the sums certified to the assessors and
40 the commissioner by the director of accounts after such exam-
-41 ination of the accounts of the town as he may deem proper,

4 The assessors shall annually assess taxes to an amount not
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42 as the amounts of available funds on hand on the next ensuing
43 July first. Said director shall promulgate and from time to
44 time revise rules and regulations for determining the avail-
-45 able funds of a town in accordance with established accounting
46 practices of said bureau of accounts. This section shall not
47 be construed to require any approval for the use, application,
48 transfer, appropriation or expenditure of any funds or ac-
-49 counts provisions for which use, application, transfer, approp-
-50 nation, or expenditure is made under any other general or
51 special law, beyond such approval or approvals as are required
52 by such other general or special law.
53 In cities in determining the amount of available funds which
54 th eassessors may be required to deduct under the provisions
55 of clauses (b) and (c) of this section such funds shall con-
-56 stitute the amounts certified by the director of account as
57 available on July first of the ensuing financial year, in ac-
-58 cordance with the provisions of this section, together with
59 the total of the proceeds from the sale of tax title possessions
60 and the receipts from tax title redemptions, in addition to
61 the real and personal taxes of prior years collected or received
62 between said January first and the last day of the month pre-
-63 ceding the month in which the tax rate is determined, but in
64 no event later than March thirty-first of the said current year.

1 Section 35. Section fifty-seven of chapter fifty-nine is here-
-2 by amended to read as follows:
3 Except as otherwise provided, bills for real estate and per-
-4 sonal property taxes shall be sent out not later than June
5 thirtieth of each year, and shall be due and payable on July
6 first of each year in every city, town and district in which
7 the same are assessed. Interest shall be paid at the rate
8 of eight per centum per annum on all real and personal
9 property taxes remaining unpaid after November first of the

10 year in which they are payable, computed from October first
11 of such year. Each person and corporation assessed, however,
12 may, on forms provided by the collector, such forms to be sub-
-13 ject to the approval of the commissioner, on or before the
14 twentieth day of September, indicate his intention to pay one
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15 half or more of the total assessment shown on his tax bill by
16 October first, the remainder to be paid on or before April
17 first following. Any mortgagee holding real estate and per-
-18 sonal property taxes in escrow who indicates his intention to
19 pay one half or more of the total assessment for each and all
20 such escrow accounts as herein provided may tender such pay-
-21 ment to the collector in one lump sum equal to the total
22 amount held by him an each and all such escrow accounts at
23 the close of business on the fourth Friday of September;
24 the balance of all such escrow accounts shall be due and pay-
-25 able and accounted for to the collector on or before April
26 first following. Persons and corporations exercising this op-
-27 tion shah not incur the penalty of interest on the unpaid
28 balance as herein set forth, provided, however, that interest
29 shall be paid at the rate of eight per centum per annum
30 on all unpaid balances on May first of the year in which
31 they are payable, computed from October first of the previous
32 calendar year. Bills for taxes assessed under section seventy-
-33 five or section seventy-six shall be sent out not later than five
34 days prior to the date upon which such taxes are due and pay-
-35 able. Persons and corporations to whom taxes are assessed un-
-36 der section seventy-five or section seventy-six, for which bills
37 are sent out on or before September fifteenth, may exercise
38 freely the option to defer a portion of their payment as spe-
-39 cified hereinbefore. Persons and corporations for whom bills
40 for such taxes are sent out after September fifteenth but on
41 or before October fifteenth may exercise the option specified
42 above within five days after the bills are sent out. Persons
43 and corporations for whom bills are sent out after October
44 fifteenth shall pay the full amount of the tax on or before
45 May first; interest on such taxes unpaid by May first to be
46 paid at the hereinbefore specified rate, computed from April
47 first of such year. In all oases where interest is payable it
48 shall be added to and become part of the tax. Interest whichj
49 pursuant to this section shall have been added to and become
50 a part of any tax other than a tax reassessed under section
51 seventy-seven shall be waived by the collector if the amount
52 of such tax, exclusive of such interest, is tendered to him
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within thirty days after the bill for such tax is first sent.53

Section 36. Section seventy-five of chapter fifty-nine is
hereby amended to read as follows:

1
2

If the real or personal estate of a person, to an amount
not less than one hundred dollars and liable to taxation, has
been omitted from the annual assessment of taxes, the as-
sessors shall between April twentieth and May twentieth fol-
lowing, both inclusive, or at such earlier time as the com-
missioner may in writing approve assess such person for such
estate. The taxes so assessed shall be entered on the tax
list of the collector, who shall collect and pay over the same.
The assessors shall also deliver to the collector their war-
rants for the collection of all taxes so entered on the tax
list. Such additional assessment shall not render the tax of
the town invalid although its amount, in consequence thereof,
shall exceed the amount authorized by law to be raised.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Section 37. The last two sentences of section three of
chapter sixty are hereby amended to read as follows:
AM tax bills or notices issued pursuant to this section shall
be dated July first of the financial year to which the tax
relates. The tax notice or bill shall state that all payments
shaU be to or to the order of the city, town or district and
not to or to the order of any officer, board or commission
and contain an explanation of the option which any person
or corporation may exercise pursuant to section fifty-seven
of chapter fifty-nine.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

Section 38. Section sixteen of chapter sixty is hereby
amended to read as follows:

1
2

The coUector shall, before selling the land of a resident,
or non-resident, or distraining the goods of any person, or
arresting him for his tax, serve on him a statement of the
amount thereof with a demand for its payment. If two or more
parcels of land are assessed in the name of a resident, or
non-resident the statement of the aggregate amount of the
taxes thereon may be made in one demand. Such demand
may also include taxes due on account of tangible personal

3
4
5

6
7
8
9

10
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11 property and any motor vehicle excise tax. If the heirs of
12 a deceased person, co-partners, or two or more persons are
13 jointly assessed, service need be made on only one of them.
14 Such demand for the tax upon land may be made upon the
15 person occupying the same on January first next preceding
16 the year for which the tax is assessed. No demand need
17 be made on a mortgagee, unless he has given notice under
18 section thirty-eight, in which case no demand need be made
19 on the owner or occupant. Demand shall be made by the
20 collector by mailing the same to the last or usual place
21 of business or abode, or to the address best known to him,
22 and failure to receive the same shall not invalidate a tax
23 or any proceedings for the enforcement or collection of the
24 same.

1 Section 39. The first sentence of section thirty-seven
2 of chapter sixty is hereby amended to read as follows:
3 Taxes assessed upon land, including those assessed under
4 sections twelve, thirteen, and fourteen of chapter fifty-nine,
5 shall with all incidental charges and fees be a lien thereon
6 from January first next preceding the financial year to
7 which the taxes apply.

1 Section 40. Chapter thirty-five of the general laws is
2 hereby amended by striking our section sixteen, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 16. The financial year of all counties shall be
6 the year beginning July first and ending the following June
7 thirtieth, both inclusive, but the treasurer shall, until July
8 tenth, enter in his books, the items for the payment of bills
9 incurred and salaries earned during the previous financial

10 year. Immediately after July first, he shall pay to every
11 officer in his county any salary balance remaining due.

1 Section 41. Section twenty-three of said chapter thirty-
-2 five, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 second sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
4 sentence: All interest in the custody of any clerk of said
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5 courts not directed to be paid as aforesaid, remaining after
6 payment by order of the court of the principal fund to parties
7 litigant entitled thereto, shall annually be paid, if the court
8 is in Suffolk county, to the collector of the city of Boston,
9 or if the court is in any other county, to the county treasurer

10 of said county, within the first ten days of each financial
11 year, to be used for general county purposes.

1 Section 42. Section twenty-five of said chapter thirty-
-2 five, as amended by section one of chapter one hundred sev-
-3 enty-five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred and thirty-
-4 three, is hereby further amended by striking out the first sen-
-5 tence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:
6 Immediately after July tenth, the county treasurer shall an-
-7 nually prepare a report of the county receipts and expendi-
-8 tures for the preceding financial year, stated separately under
9 the heads prescribed by the director of accounts for keeping

10 the treasurer’s books.

1 Section 43. Section twenty-six of said chapter thirty-
-2 five, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in
4 place thereof the following sentence: Immediately after
5 July tenth, the county commissioners shall annually prepare
6 a report on county affairs, showing their acts during the fi-
-7 nancial year preceding, so as to give the taxpayers of the
8 county a full and clear understanding of its affairs and of the
9 objects and methods of county expenditures.

1 Section 44. Section twenty-seven of said chapter thirty-
-2 five, as amended by section two of chapter one hundred sev-
-3 enty-five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred and thirty-
-4 three, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
5 “each”, in line five, the word: financial.

1 Section 45. Said chapter thirty-five is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section twenty eight, as most re-
-3 cently amended by chapter seventy of the acts of one thou-

-4 sand nine hundred and fifty-three, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following section:
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6 Section 28. The county commissioners shall annually pre-
-7 pare estimates of county receipts and expenditures for the
8 ensuing financial year, in the form prescribed by the di-
9 rector of accounts and upon blanks furnished by him, in-

-10 eluding estimates for construction and repair of county build-
-11 ings and for effecting insurance providing indemnity for or
12 protection to the officers and employees of the county
13 against loss by reason of their liability to pay damages to
14 others for bodily injuries, including death at any time re-
-15 suiting therefrom, or for damage to property, caused by the
16 operation, within the scope of the official duties or employ-
-17 ment, of motor or other vehicles owned by the county, to an
18 amount not exceeding forty thousand dollars on account of
19 injury to or death of one person, or not exceeding one hun-
-20 dred thousand dollars for any one accident, and not exceeding
21 ten thousand dollars on account of damage to property, or
22 for providing indemnity or protection as aforesaid without
23 insurance, with a statement of the corresponding appropria-
-24 tions for the preceding financial year, and expenditures for
25 each of the three preceding financial years, explaining any
26 difference between the amount of any such estimate and the
27 latest appropriation for the same purpose, and citing the laws
28 relating thereto. On or before December fifteenth in each
29 year, the head of each department or institution, and each
30 board or other agency whose activities are maintained or
31 supported wholly or in part by county funds, shall submit to
32 the county commissioners, in writing, a statement of their
33 requirements for the ensuing financial year, including num-
-34 ber and cost of personnel, quantities and estimated cost of
35 supplies and equipment and any other proposed expenditures,
36 in sufficient detail to enable said commissioners to explain
37 any increase or decrease as compared with the appropriation
38 of the previous financial year. In such statement any pro-
-39 posed contract or any project involving the estimated ex-
-40 penditure of a sum in excess of one thousand dollars shall
41 be set forth separately. The clerk of the county commis-
-42 sioners shall record the foregoing in a book kept therefor,
43 and on or before January thirty-first, shall send a copy there-
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44 of, by him attested and signed by the chairman, to the
45 county treasurer and to the said director who shall analyze
46 and classify said estimates, and report the same to the gen-
-47 eral court not later than March first next following. The
48 director shall upon their request send a copy of said report
49 to the mayor of each city and the selectmen of each town
50 in the commonwealth

1 Section 46. Said chapter thirty-five is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section twenty-eight A, as most

recently amended by section three of chapter three hundred3
ninety-eight of the acts of one thousand nine hundred and4

5 forty-five, and inserting in place thereof the following sec-
6 tion:
7 Section 28A. The county commissioners of each county hav-
8 ing a tuberculosis hospital, a chronic disease hospital, or a
9 home for the care and treatment of aging persons, established

10 under sections seventy-eight to ninety, inclusive, of chapter
11 one hundred and eleven, other than the hospital within the
12 county of Bristol and, for said hospital, the trustees thereof
13 shall, in each financial year, prepare estimates of receipts
14 of said hospital or home and of the cost of its care, main-
15 tenance and repair for the ensuing financial year in the form
16 prescribed by the director of accounts and upon blanks fur-
17 nished by him; and the trustees for said hospital within the
18 County of Bristol shall forthwith forward such estimates to
19 the county commissioners of their county. The clerk of the
20 commissioners shall record the foregoing in a book kept
21 therefor and, on or before February fifteenth, shall send a
22 copy thereof, attested by him and signed by the chairman,
23 to said director, who shall analyze and classify said esti-
24 mates and report the same to the general court not later
25 than March first next following. The director, upon request
26 of the mayor or selectmen of any city or town of any such
27 county, shall send to him or them so much of said report as
28 relates to its hospital.

1 Section 47. Section twenty-nine of said chapter tbirty-
-2 five, as most recently amended by section two of chapter one
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3 hundred fifty-eight of the acts of one thousand nine hundred
4 and forty-five is hereby further amended by striking out the
5 second sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
6 sentence: At the closing of the county treasurer’s books
7 on July tenth, the balance to the credit of each appropriation
8 shall become a part of the general unappropriated balance in
9 the county treasury; but no special appropriation shall lapse

10 until the work for which it was made has been completed,
11 the bills paid and the account closed.

1 Section 48. Said chapter thirty-five is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty, as most recently
3 amended by section three of said chapter one hundred fifty-
-4 eight, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section SO. The amount which the county commissioners
6 of each county, except Suffolk and Nantucket, shall levy as
7 the county tax shall be as authorized annually by the general
8 court, and as computed by adding together the amounts of the
9 annual appropriation and of any new special appropriation, so

10 far as the money therefor is to be raised by taxation, and de-
ll ducting therefrom the probable receipts from all sources, ex-
-12 cept loans, and so much of the unappropriated balance in the
13 county treasury at the closing of the treasurer’s books for the
14 previous financial year as is in excess of ten per centum of the
15 tax levy for said year. The county commissioners shall also
16 levy annually as a county tax a sum sufficient to meet the
17 debt and interest maturing in that year, if no other provision
18 therefor has been made.

1 Section 49. Section thirty-four of said chapter thirty-five
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first and second sen-
-3 tences, as appearing in section four of said chapter one hundred
4 fifty-eight.

1 Section 50. Said chapter thirty-five is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty-four A, inserted by
3 chapter two hundred and one of the acts of one thousand nine
4 hundred and forty-seven, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following section:
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6 Section SlfA. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
7 thirty-two and thirty-four, county commissioners may in any
8 financial year enter into agreements with cities and towns
9 for the allocation of funds for highway maintenance and con-

-10 struction in accordance with the provisions of chapters eight-
-11 two and eighty-four for such year; provided, that the aggre-
-12 gate amounts so allocated by any county shall not exceed the
13 amount appropriated for highways for such county in the ap-
-14 propriation act for the previous financial year.

1 Section 51. Section thirty-six of said chapter thirty-five,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “each”, in line one, the word:
4 financial.

1 Section 52. Said chapter thirty-five is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty-seven, as amended by
3 section twenty-eight of the acts of one thousand nine hundred
4 and thirty-three, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section:
6 Section 37. County commissioners may borrow money in
7 anticipation of, and to be repaid from, the county tax of the
8 current and succeeding financial year. If said tax has been
9 granted, such loans shall not exceed its amount; otherwise

10 they shall not exceed the amount of the previous annual tax.
11 They may issue therefor county notes maturing within one
12 year after the date when the debt for which they are issued
13 was incurred. Such notes, if issued for less than one year, may
14 be renewed from time to time; provided, that the period from
15 the date of the original loan to the date of maturity of any re-
-16 funding loan shall not be more than one year. Notes issued
17 hereunder may be sold at such discount as the commissioners
18 may deem proper, the discount to be treated as interest paid in
19 advance. Such notes shall be signed by the treasurer, counter-
-20 signed by a majority of the commissioners, and shall expressly
21 be made payable from the taxes of the current financial year,
22 but shall nevertheless be negotiable. Except as otherwise ex-
-23 pressly provided by law, neither county commissioners nor
24 county treasurers, except in Suffolk and Nantucket counties,
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25 may borrow money or negotiate loans upon the credit of the
26 county. Notes may also be issued in accordance with this sec-
-27 tion, in anticipation of assessments payable to the counties by
28 cities, towns or corporations, under statutory provisions and
29 unpaid at the end of the preceding financial year, in cases in
30 which the total cost of the project for which the assessment
31 is levied was paid by the county in the first instance.

1 Section 53. Said chapter thirty-five is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section forty, as amended by section
3 one of chapter twenty-three of the acts of one thousand nine
4 hundred and thirty-six, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-5 lowing section:
6 Section 40. The treasurer of all counties shall annually in
7 June, notify all officers required to account for any pay to
8 him any fines, expenses, forfeitures, fees and money, to make
9 the returns thereof, specifying the laws requiring the same.

10 The treasurer of all counties shall annually, in July, return to 1
11 the director of accounts a sworn statement of all such items
12 received by him in criminal matters during the preceding year
13 from whom received, and the name of each magistrate or of-
-14 ficer failing to comply, and what proceedings have been taken
15 by reason thereof. The treasurer of all counties shall, annually,
16 on or before July fifteenth, make a return to the commission-
-17 er of correction, upon blanks to be provided by said commis-
-18 sioner, of all amounts paid or received by him on account of
19 any jail or house of correction for the year ending on the pre-
-20 ceding June thirtieth.

1 Section 54. Section forty-five of said chapter thirty-five,
2 as amended by section five of chapter three hundred nineteen
3 of the acts of one thousand nine hundred and fifty-three, is
4 hereby further amended by striking out the last sentence and
5 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: They shall!
6 keep an accurate account of all money charged to or received
7 by them in their official capacities, and also of all expenditures
8 made or liabilities incurred by them on account of the same,
9 and shall annually, on or before July fifteenth, make a sworn
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10 return to said director of such receipts and expenditures for
11 the preceding financial year.

1 Section 55. Section forty-six of said chapter thirty-five, as
2 amended by section two of chapter six hundred fifty-four of
3 the acts of one thousand nine hundred and fifty-three, is
4 hereby further amended by striking out, in line two, the word
5 “February” and inserting in place thereof the word; Sep-
-6 tember, —soas to read as follows: ■—

7 Section J/£- The commissioner of corporations and taxation
8 shall annually, on or before September first, make a report to
9 the governor and to the general court, which shall include

10 the material portions of the returns made under section forty-
-11 five, compiled in tabular form with his suggestions and recom-
-12 mendations.

1 Section 56. Section fourteen of chapter thirty-five of the
2 general laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out the third sentence.

1 Section 57. Chapter thirty-seven of the general laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section twenty-two, as amended
3 by section five of chapter one hundred eighty of the acts of one
4 thousand nine hundred and thirty-two, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following section:
6 Section 22. Each sheriff shall keep an account of all fees
7 and money received by virtue of his office, and, except as other-
-8 wise provided, shall annually, on or before June thirtieth, ren-
-9 der to the county treasurer a sworn account thereof and, ex-

-10 cept as provided in section seventeen, pay him the same.

1 Section 58. Section twenty-eight of chapter seventy-four
2 of the general laws, as most recently amended by section six
3 of chapter one hundred fifty-eight of the acts of one thousand
4 nine hundred and forty-five, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof
6 the following sentence: On or before December fifteenth
7 the trustees of the schools mentioned in section twenty-five
8 shall, in consultation with and with the approval of the com-
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9 missioner, prepare estimates of the amounts necessary to
10 equip and maintain their respective schools for the ensuing
11 financial year as defined in section sixteen of chapter thirty-
-12 five.

1 Section 59. Section eighty-five of chapter one hundred
2 eleven of the general laws as most recently amended by sec-
-3 tion three of chapter six hundred and eight of the acts of one
4 thousand nine hundred and sixty-one, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting in
6 place thereof the following sentence: The commissioners
7 shall annually in July apportion the balance of the cost of
8 maintenance, operation and repair of such hospitals, including
9 the interest paid or due on temporary notes issued therefor,

10 for the previous financial year, as defined by section sixteen
11 of chapter thirty-five, to the cities and towns in the county in
12 accordance with their evaluation as used in assessing the county
13 taxes; and shall issue their warrants against such cities and
14 towns for the amount for which they are assessed.

1 Section 60. Section forty-four of chapter one hundred
2 twenty-eight of the general laws, as appearing in the Tercen-
-3 tenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the first
4 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-5 fence: The trustees shall annually prepare and submit to
S the county commissioners, not later than December fifteenth,
7 a budget containing detailed estimates of all sums required
8 by them for carrying out sections forty to forty-five, inclusive,
9 during the ensuing financial year, as defined in section six-

-10 teen of chapter thirty-five.

1 Section 61. Sections forty-one and forty-seven of this act
2 shall become effective July first, nineteen hundred and seventy.
3 Sections forty-one through forty-six and forty-eight through
4 sixty, inclusive, shall become effective August first nineteen
5 hundred and sixty-nine. Sections forty through sixty, inclusive,
6 shall be interpreted to apply to the eighteen-month transition
7 budgetary period ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
8 and seventy-one as provided in section sixty-two of this act,
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9 and thereafter to each twelve-month period ending each suc-
-10 ceeding June thirtieth.

1 Section 62. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
2 twenty-eight of chapter thirty-five of the general laws, the
3 county commissioners of each county shall prepare, as other-
-4 wise provided by said section twenty-eight, estimates of county
5 receipts and expenditures for the ensuing eighteen months
6 following January first, nineteen hundred and seventy. The
7 statement of corresponding appropriations and expenditures
8 for the preceding financial year or years, as provided in sec-
-9 tion twenty-eight, shall be interpreted to mean the preceding

10 budgetary periods.

1 Section 63. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
2 thirty-four A of chapter thirty-five of the general laws, the
3 allocation of funds for highway maintenance and construction
4 under agreements with cities and towns before appropriations
5 by the general court shall be one and one half time appro-
-6 priations for nineteen hundred and sixty-eight to cover the
7 eighteen-month budgetary period ending June thirtieth, nine-
-8 teen hundred and seventy-one, as provided in section eighteen
9 of this act, and such allocation of funds for the succeeding

10 twelve-month period shall not exceed two thirds of such ap-
-11 propriations for such eighteen months.

1 Section 64. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
2 thirty of chapter thirty-six, section twenty-eight of chapter
3 seventy-four, section eighty-five of chapter one hundred and
4 eleven, and section forty-four of chapter one hundred and
5 twenty-eight of the general laws, the requirements of said
6 sections shall be deemed to apply to an eighteen-month period
7 ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-one, and
8 thereafter to a twelve-month period ending each succeeding
9 June thirtieth.

1 Section 65. Sections four, twenty-two through twenty-four,
2 inclusive, twenty-seven, and thirty of this act shall become
3 effective January first, nineteen hundred and seventy.
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1 Section 66. Sections three, five through twenty-one, in-
-2 elusive, twenty-five, twenty-eight, thirty-one, and thirty-two
3 of this act shall become effective July first, nineteen hundred
4 and seventy.

1 Section 67. Sections thirty-three, thirty-four, and thirty-
-2 six through thirty-nine, inclusive, of this act shall become
3 effective January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-one.

1 Section 68. Section thirty-five of this act shall become
2 effective June first, nineteen hundred and seventy-one.

1 Section 69. Sections two, twenty-six, and twenty-nine of
2 this act shall become effective July first, nineteen hundred
3 and seventy-one.

1 Section 70. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
2 eighteen of chapter forty B, section one hundred and twenty
3 of chapter forty-one, section five of chapter forty-three and
4 sections fifty-six and fifty-six A of chapter forty-four, all
5 districts, towns and cities shall operate on an eighteen month
6 financial year starting January first, nineteen hundred and
7 seventy and ending on June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
8 seventy-one, inclusive, and, except as hereinafter provided,
9 the provisions of general law applicable to all district, town

10 and city budgets, appropriations, and assessment and collection
11 of real estate and personal property taxes shall apply to said
12 eighteen month financial year.

1 Section 71. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections five
2 B, five C, and six of chapter forty and section four of chapter
3 forty-four, cities, towns, and districts may appropriate for the
4 purposes authorized by said sections for the eighteen month
5 financial year established by section seventy of this act an
6 amount not exceeding one hundred and fifty per centum of
7 the amounts authorized by said sections, provided, however,
8 that for the financial year following said eighteen month
9 financial year cities, towns, and districts may appropriate for

10 the purposes authorized by said sections an amount not ex-
-11 ceeding two-thirds of the amounts authorized by said sections.
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1 Section 72. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections
2 (34), (37), (41), (42), (43), (44), and (50) of section five
3 and sections six A, nine, eleven, and thirteen of chapter forty
4 and section eighteen of chapter forty B, cities, towns and
5 districts may appropriate for the purposes authorized by said
6 subsections and sections for the eighteen month financial year
7 established by section seventy of this act an amount not ex-
-8 ceeding one hundred and fifty per centum of the amounts
9 authorized by said subsections and sections.

1 Section 73. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
2 fifty-four A and sixty of chapter forty-one and section thirty-
-3 one A of chapter forty-four, as amended by this act, for the
4 eighteen-month budgetary period established by section sev-
-5 enty of this act, the report of total receipts for the first half
6 of the current financial year, as required by said sections, shall
7 be interpreted to mean a report of such receipts for the twelve
8 month period ending December thirty-first, nineteen hun-
-9 dred and seventy.

1 Section 74. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
2 fifty-seven of chapter 59, two bills for real estate and per-
-3 sonal property taxes assessed for the eighteen month financial
4 year established by section seventy of this act shall be sent
5 out as follows: -
6 The first not later than June fourteenth, due and payable
7 on July first in every city, town and district in which the
8 same are assessed and in an amount equal to two-thirds of
9 the total bill for such eighteen month financial year.

10 The second not later than January fourteenth of the same
11 financial year due and payable on February first following in
12 every city, town and district in which same are assessed and
13 in an amount equal to one-third of the total bill for such
14 eighteen month financial year.
15 Interest shall be paid at the rate of eight per centum on
16 all real estate and personal property taxes remaining unpaid
17 from the first billing after November first of the said financial
18 year computed from October first of such year; interest shall
19 be paid at the rate of eight per centum on all real and per-



[Feb. 1969.SENATE No. 1074.36

L

20 sonal property taxes remaining unpaid from the second billing
21 on May first of the year in which they are payable, computed
22 from April first previous.
23 Insofar as applicable, the remaining provisions of section
24 fifty-seven of chapter fifty-nine shall apply to bills and due
25 dates for and interest on real estate and personal property
26 taxes assessed during said eighteen month financial year.

1 Section 75, Responsibility for supervising the transition
from the present calendar year fiscal cycle of all cities, towns,
counties, and certain special districts to the July first - June
thirtieth fiscal year established by this act is hereby vested
in the Bureau of Accounts within the Department of Corpora-
tions and Taxation.

2
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