
SENATE 1256

Senate

The Joint special committee appointed to prepare rules for the
government of the two branches, reports recommending that the
joint rules of the preceding General Court (as printed in the
Manual for the General Court) be adopted as the rules of the pres-
ent General Court, with the following changes:

In Joint Rule 12, by striking out in the second paragraph, in the
second and third sentences, the word “March” and inserting in place
thereof, in each instance, the word “April”; and by inserting after
the word “thereon.”, in the third sentence of the second paragraph,
the following sentence: “Matters upon which suspension of
Joint Rule 12 has been negatived, shall be referred to the next
annual session.”;

In Joint Rule 23A, by adding at the end of paragraph 7, the
following sentence: “The motions to take a recess, to adjourn,
the previous question (if provided in the branch debating the issue),
to close debate at a specified time, and the motion to reconsider
shall also be in order.”;

In Joint Rule 26A, by striking out the first sentence and in-
serting in place thereof the following sentence: “If written
statements of twenty-one members of the Senate and one hundred
and twenty-one members of the House of Representatives, that in
their opinion it is necessary that the General Court assemble in
special session on a particular date and time specified therein
during a recess of the General Court, are filed with their respective
Clerks, such Clerks shall forthwith notify all the members of their
respective branches to assemble at the State House in Boston on
said date at the time so specified.”; and

By inserting after Joint Rule 27, the following new joint rule:
“Rule 27A. In all cases of elections by ballot a majority of the votes
cast shall be necessary for a choice, and where there shall be no
such a majority on the first ballot the ballots shall be repeated
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until a majority is obtained; and in balloting, blanks shall be re-
jected and not taken into the count in the enumeration of votes, ex-
cepting that when the number of blanks shall be more than the
number of votes received by the candidate having the highest
number of votes, then the election shall be declared void and the
balloting shall be repeated as provided herein.”

KEVIN B. HARRINGTON
For the Senate

THOMAS W. McGEE
For the House of Representatives


