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Senate, March 27, 1969.

The committee on Public Safety, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by Senate, resolutions, No. 1189) of Maurice
A. Donahue for the adoption of resolutions memorializing the
President of the United States, the Secretary of Defense, and the
Congress of the United States to suspend and halt the construction
of Sentinel anti-ballistic missile sites in Massachusetts, reports the
accompanying Resolutions (Senate, No. 1257). (Representatives
Aguiar of Swansea and Corriveau of Sturbridge dissenting).

For the committee,

STANLEY J. ZAROD.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

Resolutions memorializing the president of the united states,
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, AND THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATES TO SUSPEND AND HALT THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SEN-
TINEL ANTI-BALLISTIC MISSILES SYSTEM.

Whereas, The United States Army Corps of Engineers has
temporarily suspended the construction of Sentinel anti-ballistic
missile sites in the Lynnfield-Reading and North Andover areas of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts pending further study; and

Whereas, There have been repeated reports emanating from the
Department of Defense that the current study will not lead to the
abandonment of the A. B. M. system, but merely to its redeploy-
ment in other less populated areas of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts; and

Whereas, The entire concept of the deployment of a “thin” A. B.
M. system against the possible penetration of missiles from the
Chinese Communists is highly questionable and could substantially
increase the risks of enemy attack to the citizens of Massachusetts
without offering them any additional security or protection; and

Whereas, Considerable doubt exists with the scientific and po-
litical communities among informed national leaders as to the wis-
dom, desirability, and effectiveness of the Sentinel Anti-Ballistic
Missile system; and

Whereas, The deployment of the A. B. M. system will commit
the United States to an extremely costly defensive system, and
Will inevitably increase the pressure for the construction of an
even costlier and more elaborate “thick” A. B. M. system, designed
to intercept ballistic missiles fired at the United States from any-
where in the world, thus escalating the arms race; and

Whereas, The history of military strategy demonstrates quite
clearly that defensive systems tend to become obsolete very rapidly,
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cannot achieve their purpose against offensive innovations, and
tend to encourage a false, Maginot Line sense of security; and

Whereas, The deployment of the A. B. M. system in any form,
including the so-called Safeguard System, would result in the
further distortion of essential national priorities, particularly on
the domestic scene, and would deprive the cities and states of this
nation of the federal financial assistance which they desperately
need in order to meet their pressing problems; therefore be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully
urges President Richard M. Nixon, Secretary of Defense Melvin
Laird, and the Congress of the United States to undertake ap-
propriate action to suspend and halt permanently the construction
and deployment of the Sentinel Anti-Ballistic Missile system in any
form; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be transmitted forth-
with by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to The President of
the United States, the Secretary of Defense, and to the presiding
officer of each branch of Congress and to each member thereof
from the Commonwealth.
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