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State House, Boston, May 16, 1969.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill No.
707 entitled “AN ACT AUTHORIZING LOUISE NELSON, A
RETIRED EMPLOYEE OF THE TOWN OF STONEHAM, TO
REJOIN THE RETIREMENT SYSTEM OF SAID TOWN AS AN
ACTIVE MEMBER.”

This bill allows Louise Nelson, a retired secretary of the school
department of Stoneham, to ag
the retirement system upon her
vided she pays back to the tow
payments she has received from

ain become an active member of
reemployment by said town, pro-
n the total amount of retirement
he date or her original retirement.

her employment with the schoolMrs. Nelson separated from
department by a voluntary act of her own and based on her
specific application she was granted a retirement allowance. She
could have terminated her service with the school department with-
out taking a retirement allowance, letting her funds remain in the
retirement system, thereby permitting her reemployment prior
to attaining the age of 70 under the provisions of the General
Laws, Chapter 32, Section 3, (6) (b).

The privilege which would be accorded to Mrs. Nelson in this
bill is something which is denied to every other employee in the
commonwealth whether that person be a retired member of the
commonwealth or a political appointee. This benefit is directed
solely to one individual and cannot be justified.

I can envision many abuses under legislation of this type, where-
by a former official or employee is reemployed by a city or town
in a position similar to that held prior to retirement, or in another
position, in either case at a substantially increased salary, and
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then, with only three years of service after such reemployment,
he could retire at a substantially increased rate.

Finally, if legislation of this kind is passed into law, I can see
a very bad precedent being established which could lead to a
general breakdown of the retirement system.

For the above reasons, I cannot approve the measure and I
return the bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.


