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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill No.
1313 entitled “AN ACT EXEMPTING REST HOMES FROM
CERTAIN RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY RELATIVE TO THE PREVENTION
OF FIRE.”

Section 30 of Chapter 143 of the General Laws, which this bill
seeks to amend, was enacted in 1962 after the report of a Special
Commission, and required that all convalescent, nursing or rest
homes be equipped with a complete sprinkler system. This bill is
an attempt to chip away at the safeguards provided for the safety
of elderly and infirm persons cared for in such rest homes. Argu-
ments advanced by proponents of such legislation usually tend to
exaggerate the cost of installation of sprinkler systems while fail-
ing to equate such cost with injury or possible loss of life that
could result from the lack of such protective devices.

Senate 1313 would provide that the installation of a sprinkler
system shall not be required in rest homes which are only author-
ized to contain up to twenty-five beds. The bill purports to be
limited to those rest homes who care only for ambulatory patients.
In fact, however, rest homes by definition care only for ambulatory
patients. Section 71 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws defines a
rest home as any institution maintained for the purpose of “pro-
viding care incident to old age to three or more persons who are
ambulatory and who need supervision”.

There are presently 280 rest homes, housing 6,020 patients,
licensed by the Department of Public Health, 224 (80%) of which
contain not more than twenty-five beds. Most of these homes are
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older type wooden structures which have been converted to rest
homes and are most likely required by the Department of Public
Safety to be equipped with sprinkler systems. Many of these
homes have already installed, or are in the process of installing,
required sprinkler systems.

Enactment of this legislation would not only be an injustice to
those operators of rest homes who have complied with the law, but,
equally important, would be dangerous to the safety of those of
our elderly who must be confined to a rest home. The Department
of Public Safety, which has the responsibility of enforcing this
law, is vigorously opposed to this legislation.

For the above reasons, I cannot, in good conscience, approve
the measure and I return the bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.


