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By Mr. Donahue, a petition of Maurice A. Donahue for legislation to further
regulate the slaughtering and processing of certain animals. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act further regulating the slaughtering and the

PROCESSING OF CERTAIN ANIMALS.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to de-
feat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for regulating the
slaughtering of certain animals and the processing of said slaught-
ered animals, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health
safety and convenience.

1 Section 1. Chapter 94 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections 118 through 139A, inclusive,
3 and by inserting in place thereof the following sections:
4 Section 118. The following words as used in this section
5 and in sections 119 to 125, inclusive, unless a different mean-
-6 ing is require dby the context or is specifically prescribed,
7 shall have the following meanings:
8 (a) “Commissioner” the commissioner of public health of
9 the department;

10 (b) “Department”, the department of public health;
11 (c) “Division”, division of food and drugs;
12 (d) “Director”, director of food and drugs, or his duly auth-
-13 orized agent;
14 (e) “Broker”, any person engaged in the business of buying
15 or selling livestock products or poultry products on commission,
16 or otherwise negotiating purchases or sales of such articles
17 other than for his own account or as an employee of another
18 person;

Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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19 (f) “Livestock product”, any carcass, part thereof, meat,
20 or meat food product of any livestock;
21 (g) “Livestock”, any cattle, sheep, swine, goats, horses,
22 mules or other equines, whether live or dead;
23 (h) “Meat food product”, any product capable of use as
24 food which is made wholly or in part from any meat or other
25 portion of the carcass of any cattle, sheep, swine, or goats,
26 excepting products which contain meat or other portions of
27 such carcasses only in a relatively small proportion or histor-
-28 ically have not been considered by consumers as products of
29 the meat food industry, and which are exempted from defkii-
-30 tion as a meat food product by the director under such con-
-31 ditions as he may prescribe. These words as applied to food
32 products of equines shall have a meaning comparable to that
33 provided in this paragraph with respect to cattle, sheep, swine,
34 and goats;
35 (i) “Poultry”, any domesticated bird, whether live or dead;
36 (j) “Poultry product”, any poultry carcass or part thereof;
37 or any product which is made wholly or in part from any
38 poultry carcass or part thereof, excepting products which con-
-39 tain poultry ingredients only in a relatively small proportion
40 or historically have not been considered by consumers as prod-
-41 nets of the poultry food industry, and which are exempted by
42 the director from definition as a poultry product under such
43 conditions as he may prescribe to assure that the poultry
44 'ingredients in such products are not adulterated 'and that such
45 products are not represented as poultry products;
46 (k) “Capable of use as food”, includes any livestock or
47 poultry carcasses, or paid or product of any such carcass,
48 unless it is denatured or otherwise identified as required by
49 regulations pi-escribed by the department to deter its use as
50 food, or it is naturally inedible;
51 (1) “Prepared”, includes slaughtered, canned, salted, stuffed,
52 rendered, boned, cut up, or otherwise manufactured or proces-
-53 sed;
54 (m) “Label”, a display of written, printed, or graphic mat-
55 ter upon any article or the immediate container (not including
56 package liners) of any article;
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57 (n) “Container” or “package”, any box, can, tin, cloth,
58 plastic, or other receptacle, wrapper, or cover;
59 (o) “Shipping container”, any container used or intended
60 for use in packaging the product packed in as immediate
61 container;
62 (p) “Immediate container”, any consumer package, or any
63 other container in which livestock products or poultry prod-
-64 ucts, not consumer packaged, are packed;
65 (q) “Official mark”, the official inspection legend or any
66 other symbol prescribed by regulations of the department to
67 identify the status of any article or livestock or poultry;
68 (r) “Official inspection legend”, any symbol prescribed by
69 regulations of the department showing that an article was
70 inspected and passed in accordance with sections 118 to 125
71 inclusive;
72 (s) “Official device”, any device prescribed or authorized
73 by the department for use in applying any official mark;
74 (t) “Official establishment”, any establishment as deter-
-75 mined by the department at which inspection of the slaughter
76 of livestock or poultry or the preparation of livestock prod-
-77 ucts or poultry products is maintained under the authority of
78 sections 118 to 125 inclusive;
79 (u) “Inspector”, an employee or official of the division
80 authorized by the director to perform any inspectional func-
-81 tions.
82 Section 119. The department shall:
83 (a) require ante mortem and post mortem inspections,
84 quarantine, segregation and reinspections with respect to the
85 slaughter of livestock and poultry and inspection of the prepa-
-86 ration of livestock products and poultry products at all estab-
-87 lishments in the commonwealth;
88 (b) require the identification of livestock and poultry for
89 inspection purposes and the marking and labeling of livestock
90 products or poultry products or their containers, or both;
91 (c) prohibit the entry into official establishments of live-
-92 stock products and poultry products not prepared under fed-
-93 eral inspection or inspection pursuant to sections 118 to 125,
94 inclusive, and further limit the entry of such articles and
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95 other materials into such establishments under such conditions
96 as the department deems necessary;
97 (d) require that when livestock products and poultry prod-
-98 ucts leave official establishments they shall bear directly
99 thereon or on their containers, or both, as the department

100 may require, all information required; and require approval
101 of all labeling and containers to be used for such products
102 when sold or transported in commerce.
103 (e) investigate the sanitary conditions of each establishment
104 within paragraph (a) of this section and withdraw or other-
-105 wise refuse to provide inspection service at any such estab-
-106 lishment where the sanitary conditions are such as to render
107 adulterated any livestock products or poultry products pre-
-108 pared or handled thereat;
109 (f) prescribe regulations relating to sanitation for all estab-
-110 lishments required to have inspection under paragraph (a) of
111 this section; and such other regulations as the department
112 deems necessary for the enforcement of sections 118 to 125,
113 inclusive.
114 Section 120: The department may exempt the following
115 type of operation from inspection; Slaughtering and prepara-
-116 tion by any person of livestock and poultry of his own raising
117 exclusively for use by him and members of his household,
118 and his nonpaying guests and employees.
119 Section 121: The director may:
120 (a) remove inspectors from any establishment that fails to
121 destroy condemned products as required;
122 (b) refuse to provide inspection service under sections 118
123 to 125, inclusive, with respect to any establishment for viola-
-124 tion of provisions as set forth in said sections;
125 (c) prescribe conditions of storage and handling of livestock
126 products and poultry products by persons engaged in the bus-
-127 iness of buying, selling, freezing, storing, or transporting such
128 articles in or for commerce to assure that such articles will
129 not be adulterated or misbranded when delivered to the con-

-130 sumer;
131 (d) appoint and prescribe the duties of such inspectors and
132 other personnel as he deems necessary for the efficient execu-
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133 tion of the provisions of sections 118 to 125, inclusive;
134 Section 122: No person shall engage in the slaughter of
135 livestock or poultry unless he has obtained a license from the
136 department. No person shah process or manufacture meat or
137 meat food products, poultry or poultry products, in an estab-
138 lishment unless he has obtained a license from the depart-
139 ment. Persons engaged in the business of slaughter or meat
140 or meat food processing or poultry or poultry processing, shah
141 apply annually for a license. Such application shall be made in
142 writing on a form supplied by the department. The applica-
143 tion shall be signed and sworn to by one or more of the
144 owners or persons carrying on such business or if a corpora-
145 tion, by an authorized officer thereof. Such person shall state
146 the name and address of all owners or persons carrying on
147 said business and the location of said establishment. The fee
148 for a license issued by the department shall be $20,000.
149 Section 123: No person shall:
150 (a) forge any official device, mark, or certificate;
151 (b) without authorization from the director use any official
152 device, mark, or certificate, or simulation thereof, or alter,
153 detach, deface, or destroy any official device, mark, or certifi-
154 cate;
155 (c) contrary to the regulations prescribed by the depart-
156 ment, fail to use, or to detach, deface, or destroy any official
157 device, mark, or certificate;

158 (d) knowingly possess, without promptly notifying the di-
159 rector or his representative, any official device or any counter-
160 feit, simulated, forged, or improperly altered official certifi-
161 cate or any device or label or any carcass of any animal
162 (including poultry), or part or product thereof, bearing any
163 counterfeit, simulated, forged, or improperly altered official
164 mark;
165 (e) knowingly make any false statement in any shipper’s
166 certificate or other nonofficial or official certificate provided
167 for in the regulations prescribed by the department; or
168 (f) knowingly represent that any article has been inspected
169 and passed, or exempted, under sections 118 to 125, inclusive,
170 when, in fact, it has, respectively, not been so inspected and
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171 passed, or exempted.
172 (g) sell, transport, offer for sale or transportation, or re
173 ceive for transportation, in commerce, any carcasses of live-
174 stock or poultry or parts of such carcasses, or the meat or
175 poultry or meat food products or poultry products thereof,
176 unless they are plainly and conspicuously marked or labeled
177 or otherwise identified as required by regulations prescribed
178 by the department to show the kinds of animals from which

they were derived.179
180 (h) buy, sell, transport, or offer for sale or transportation,
181 or receive for transportation, in commerce, any livestock prod-
182 ucts or poultry products which are not intended for use as
183 food unless they are denatured or otherwise identified as

required by the regulations of the department.184
185 (i) buy, sell, transport, offer for sale or transportation, or
186 receive for transportation, in such commerce, any dead, dying,
187 disabled, or diseased livestock or poultry or the products of

any such animals that died otherwise than by slaughter, unless188
such transaction or transportation, is made in accordance189
with such regulations as the department may prescribe to190
assure that such animals, or the unwholesome parts or prod-191

192 ucts thereof, will be prevented from being used for food pur-
193 poses.

Section 12J, (a) Any person that shall neglect or refuse194
to attend and testify or to 'answer any lawful inquiry, or to195
produce documentary evidence, if in his or its power to do so,196
in obedience, to the lawful requirement of the Director shall197

198 be punished by a fine of not less than $l,OOO nor more than
199 $5,000, or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or

both.200
(b) Whoever willfully makes, or causes to be made, any201

false entry or statement of fact in any report required to be202
made under sections 118 to 125 inclusive, or willfully makes,203
or causes to be made, any false entry in any account, record,204
or memorandum kept by any person subject to sections 118205
to 125 inclusive, or willfully neglects or fails to make, or206
cause to be made, full, true, and correct entries in such ac-207

208 counts, records, or memoranda, of all facts and transactions
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209 appertaining to the business of such person, or willfully mutil-
-210 ates, alters, or by any other means falsifies any documentary
211 evidence of any person subject to sections 118 to 125 inclusive,
212 or willfully refuses to submit to the director, for the purpose of
213 inspection and taking copies, any documentary evidence of any
214 person subject to sections 118 to 125, inclusive, in his posses-
-215 sion or within his control, shall be punished by a fine of not
216 less than $l,OOO nor more than $5,000, or by imprisonment
217 in the state prison for not more than three years, or by
218 both such fine and imprisonment.
219 (c) Any person designated by the division as a food inspec-
-220 tor or any other authorized employee of the division, may
221 inspect the carcasses of all slaughtered 'animals and all meat
222 and poultry or the products thereof, offered or exposed for sale
223 or kept with intent to sell, and may enter any place where
224 such carcasses or products are stored, kept or exposed for
225 sale. If such carcasses or products are tainted, diseased, eor-
-226 rupted, decomposed, unwholesome, unfit for food from any
227 cause or otherwise adulterated, the said inspector shall seize
228 and cause the same to be destroyed forthwith or disposed of
229 otherwise than for food. The inspector shall immediately not-
-230 ify the director of any carcasses or products seized or con-
-231 demned, stating the reasons for such seizure or condemnation
232 and stating the name of the owner of person in whose pos-
-233 session it was found, and the disposition made of said carcass
234 or product.
235 Section 125: V/hoever violates any provisions of sections
236 118 to 125, inclusive, or any regulation promulgated thereun-
-237 der, for which no other criminal penalty is provided by this
238 chapter shall be punished by a fine of not more than $l,OOO,
239 or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or by both
240 such fine and imprisonment.

1 Section 2. Inspectors of slaughter, appointed under the
2 provisions of section one hundred and twenty-eight of chapter
3 ninety-four of the General Laws, who are full time inspectors
4 of slaughter may, within sixty days after the effective date of
5 this act, make application to the commissioner of public
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6 health for transfer to the division of food and drugs. They
7 shall be granted provisional appointment as food inspectors,
8 pending a qualifying examination as provided for in chapter
9 thirty-one of the General Laws.


