
HOUSE No. 210
Accompanying the fifth recommendation of the Department of Public Health

(House, No. 205). Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act deleting the requirement that copy of order be
SERVED UPON MORTGAGEE OF RECORD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

C&e CommonUJealtl) of Qoaosacf)usetts

1 Section 1278 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws as most
2 recently amended by chapter 78 of the acts of 1966 is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the third sentence
4 thereof so that said section shall read as follows: Section 1278.
5 Upon a determination by the board of health, or, in the city of
6 Boston, by the commissioner of housing inspection, after ex-
-7 amination as provided in said code, that a building, tenement,
8 room, cellar, mobile dwelling place or any other structure (a) is
9 unfit for human habitation, (6) is or may become a nuisance, or

10 (c) is or may be a cause of sickness or home accident to the occu-
-11 pants or to the public, it may issue a written order to the owner
12 or occupant or any of them thereof, requiring the owner or oc-
-13 cupant to vacate, to put the premises in a clean condition, or to
14 comply with the regulations set forth in said code which are not
15 being complied with or to comply with the rules and regulations
16 adopted by the board of health as being necessary for the parti-
-17 cular locality. The order shall be served in the same manner
18 as is provided for the service of an order by section one hundred
19 and twenty-four. If the owner or occupant refuses to comply
20 with such order, the board of health may cause the premises to
21 be properly cleaned at the expense of the owner or occupant,
22 remove the occupant forcibly and close up the premises, or it
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23 may issue a written notice to the owner of such building, as ap-
-24 pearing in the current records of the assessors of such town,
25 setting forth the particulars of such unfitness and requiring that
26 the conditions be remedied. If the person so notified fails within
27 a reasonable time to remedy the conditions thus set forth, the
28 superior court on a petition in equity brought by the board
29 of health, shall have jurisdiction, by injunction or otherwise, to
30 enforce the requirements of the board of health. A copy of such
31 written notice shall be served upon any mortgagee of record,
32 by sending the same by registered mail, return receipt requested.
33 Premises closed up under the provisions of this section shall not
34 be occupied as a human habitation without written permission
35 of the board of health. If, within one year from the date the
36 premises have been so closed up, compliance with the regulations
37 contained in said code has not been effected, the board of health
38 may cause such structure to be demolished or removed, and a
39 claim for the expense so incurred by said board shall constitute
40 a debt due the city or town upon the completion of the work
41 and the rendering of an account therefor to the owner of such
42 structure, and shall be recoverable from such owner in an action
43 of contract.


