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By Mr. Adams of Westfield, petition of James A. Adams for a legislative
amendment to the Constitution providing for a petition to the General Court by
a single city or town for legislation with respect to a law relating to that city or
town and others. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
PROVIDING FOR A PETITION TO THE GENERAL COURT BY A SINGLE

CITY OR TOWN FOR LEGISLATION WITH RESPECT TO A LAW RELAT-
ING TO THAT CITY OR TOWN AND OTHERS.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and
2 House of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it
3 to be expedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of
4 the following Article of Amendment, to the end that it may
5 become a part of the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a
6 joint session of the next General Court and approved by the
7 people at the state election next following]:

8 ARTICLE OP AMENDMENT.

9 Art. XC. Article II of the Articles of Amendment to the
10 Constitution of the Commonwealth, as amended by Article
11 LXXXIX of said Articles of Amendment, is hereby further
12 amended by striking out section 8 and inserting in place
13 thereof the following section:—•

14 Section 8. Powers of the General Court.-—The general
15 court shall have the power to act in relation to cities and
16 towns, but only by general laws which apply alike to all
17 cities, or to all towns, or to all cities and towns, or to a class
18 of not fewer than two, and by special laws enacted (1) on
19 petition filed or approved by the voters of a city or town, or
20 the mayor and city council, or other legislative body, of a
21 city, or the town meeting of a town, with respect to a law
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(2) by a two-thirds vote of each22 relating to that city or town; (2) by a
branch of the general court
the governor; (3) to erect
regional entities, embracing

following a recommendation by
and constitute metropolitan or
any two or more cities or towns

or cities and towns, or established with other than existing
city or town boundaries, for any general or special public
purpose or purposes, and to grant to these entities such
powers, privileges and immunities as the general court shall
deem necessary or expedient for the regulation and govern-
ment thereof; (4) solely for the incorporation or dissolution
of cities or towns as corporate entities, alteration of city or
town boundaries, and merger or consolidation of cities and
towns, or any of these matters; or (5) in any instance where
legislation is sought by a city or town directly affecting the
rights or property of another city or town, on petition filed or
approved by the voters of such city or town, or the mayor
and city council, or other legislative body, of such city, or the
town meeting of such town.

*

Subject to the foregoing requirements, the general court
may provide optional plans of city or town organization and
government under which an optional plan may be adopted or
abandoned by majority vote of the voters of the city or town
voting thereon at a city or town election; provided, that no
town of fewer than twelve thousand inhabitants may be
authorized to adopt a city form of government, and no town
of fewer than six thousand inhabitants may be authorized to
adopt a form of town government providing for a town
meeting limited to such inhabitants of the town as may be
elected to meet, deliberate, act and vote in the exercise of the
corporate powers of the town.

This section shall apply to every city and town whether or
not it has adopted a charter pursuant to section three.


