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By Mr. Serlin of Boston, petition of I. Edward Serlin for legislation to in-
crease the amount of compensation which may be awarded to victims of certain
crimes. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act increasing the amount of compensation which may

BE AWARDED TO VICTIMS OF CERTAIN CRIMES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows :

1 Section 1. Chapter 258 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 5, inserted by section 1 of
3 chapter 852 of the acts of 1967, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 5. No compensation shall be paid unless the court
6 finds that a crime was committed, that such crime directly re-
-7 suited in personal physical injury to, or the death of, the victim,
8 and that police records show that such crime was promptly
9 reported to the proper authorities. In no case may compensa-

-10 tion be paid if the police records show that such report was
11 made more than forty-eight hours after the occurrence of such
12 crime, unless the court finds said report to the police to have been
13 delayed for good cause. If two or more persons are entitled to
14 compensation as a result of a death of a person which is the
15 direct result of a crime, the compensation shall be apportioned
16 by the court among the claimants in proportion to their loss.

1 Section 2. Section 6of said chapter 258A, inserted by sec-
-2 tion 2 of said chapter 852, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following para-
-4 graph:
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5 For the purpose of determining the amount of compensation
6 payable pursuant to this chapter, the chief justice of the dis-
-7 trict court and the chief justice of the municipal court of the
8 city of Boston shall, insofar as practicable, formulate standards
9 for the uniform application of this chapter. The court shall

10 take into consideration the provisions of this chapter, the rates
11 and amounts of compensation payable for injuries and death
12 under other laws of the commonwealth and of the United States,
13 including pain and suffering, and the availability of funds ap-
-14 propriated for the purpose of this chapter. All decisions of the
15 court on claims heard under this chapter shall be in writing,
16 setting forth the name of the claimant, the amount of compen-
-17 sation and the reasons for the decision. The clerk of the court
18 shall immediately notify the claimant in writing of the decision
19 and shall forward to the state treasurer a certified copy of the
20 decision and shall forward to the state treasurer a certified
21 copy of the decision. The state treasurer without further au-
-22 thorization shall, subject to appropriation, pay the claimant the
23 amount determined by the court.


