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By Mr. Walsh of Boston, petition of Lynn Wetherill, Joseph B. Walsh and

others relative to the membership of the Board of Registration of Professional En-
gineers and of Land Surveyors and regulating the practice of engineering and of
land surveying. State Administration.

I

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act relative to membership of the board of registration

of professional engineers and of land surveyors, and

regulating the practice of engineering and of land sur-
veying.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority oj the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 45 of chapter 13 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first two sentences, as ap-
-3 pearing in section 1 of chapter 584 of the acts of 1958, and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the following five sentences: —ln
5 order to safeguard life, health, and property, and to promote
6 the public welfare, the practice of engineering in this common-
-7 wealth is hereby declared to be subject to regulation in the
8 public interest. It shall be unlawful for any person to prac-
-9 tice, or to offer to practice, engineering in this commonwealth,

10 as defined in the provisions of chapter one hundred and twelve,
is name or otherwise assume, or11 or to use in connection with

12 advertise any title or descri >tion tending to convey the im-
;er, unless such person has been
under the provisions of chapter

#l3 pression that he is an engin
14 duly registered or exempted
15 one hundred and twelve. Tr
16 of engineering shall be deemt
17 qualifications of the individu;

e right to engage in the practice
d a personal right, based on the
1, as evidenced by his certificate

18 of registration, which shall not be transferable. There shall be
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19 a board of registration of professional engineers and of land
20 surveyors, in this section and in sections forty-six and forty-
-21 seven called the board, consisting of six registered professional
22 engineers, citizens of the United States and residents of the
23 commonwealth, appointed by the governor. Of the members
24 of said board, one shall be a civil engineer, one shall be a
25 mechanical engineer, one shall be an electrical or electronics
26 engineer, one shall be a chemical engineer, one shall be both a
27 civil engineer and a registered land surveyor, and the sixth
28 member shall represent any technical branch or specialty of
29 engineering other than those listed above. £

1 Section 2. The definition of “Practice of engineering” in
2 section 81D of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as appearing
3 in section 2 of said chapter 584, is hereby amended by inserting
4 after the word “work”, in line 11, the words: —, nor shall it
5 include the practice of land surveying as defined in this section,
6 except that a registered professional engineer qualified in the
7 branch of civil engineering may perform land surveying inci-
-8 dental to his engineering work for locating or relocating any of
9 the fixed works embraced within the practice of civil engineer-

-10 ing excluding property line determination.

1 Section 3. Said section 81D of said chapter 112 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out the definitions of “Land sur-
3 veyor” and “Land surveying”, as so appearing, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following definitions:
5 “Land surveyor”, is a professional specialist in the technique
6 of measuring land, educated in the basic principles of mathe-
-7 matics, the related physical and applied sciences, and the rele-
-8 vant requirements of law for adequate evidence and all requi-
-9 site to the surveying of real property and engaged in the prac-

10 tice of land surveying as herein defined.
11 “Practice of land surveying”, within the intent of this chap-
12 ter, shall mean any service or work, the adequate performance
13 of which involves the application of special knowledge of the®'
14 principles of mathematics, the related physical and applied
15 sciences, and the relevant requirements of law for adequate
16 evidence to the act of measuring and locating lines, angles,
17 elevations, natural and man-made features in the air, on the
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surface of the earth, within underground workings, and on
the beds of bodies of water for the purpose of determining areas
and volumes, for the monumenting of property boundaries, for
locating or relocating any of the fixed works embraced within
the practice of civil engineering, and for the platting, and lay-
out of lands and subdivisions thereof, including the topography,
alignment and grades of streets, and for the preparation and
perpetuation of maps, record plats, field note records and prop-
erty descriptions that represent these surveys.

18
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A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice
land surveying within the meaning and intent of this chapter,
who engages in land surveying, or who by verbal claim, sign,
letterhead, card or in any other way represents himself to be
a land surveyor, or through the use of some other title implies
that he is a land surveyor, or who represents himself as able
to perform, or who does perform any land surveying service or
work, or any other service designated by the practitioner which
is recognized as land surveying.
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1 Section 4. The first paragraph of section 81E of said chap-
-2 ter 112, as appearing in section 3 of said chapter 584, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in
4 place thereof the following two sentences: The board shall
5 examine applicants for registration as professional engineers
6 and as land surveyors and applicants desiring to take written
7 or oral examinations to evidence qualification for registration
8 as professional engineers or land surveyors. Applicants for ex-
-9 animations shall have minimum educational and/or experience
10 qualifications as may be determined by the board not in excess
11 of those contained in section eighty-one J.

1 Section 5. Said chapter 112 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 81 J, as amended by sections 1 and 2 of
3 chapter 76 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof

f 4 the following section:
5 Section 81 J. The following shall be considered as minimum
6 evidence satisfactory to the board that an applicant is qualified
7 for registration as a professional engineer or land surveyor, re-
-8 spectively, to wit:
9 (1) As a professional engineer:
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(a) A person holding a certificate of registration to engage
in the practice of engineering, issued to Mm by a proper au-
thority of a state, commonwealth, territory, or possession of
the United States, the District of Columbia, or any foreign
country, who, in the opinion of the board, meets the require-
ments of this chapter, based on verified evidence may, upon
application, be registered without further examination.

10
11
12
13
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A person holding a certificate of qualification issued by the
National Council of Engineering Examiners, whose qualifica-
tions meet the requirements of this chapter, may upon applica-
tion, be registered without further examination.

17
18
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(6) A graduate of an engineering curriculum of four years
or more approved by the board as being of satisfactory stand-
ing; and with a specific record of an additional four years or
more of experience in engineering work of a grade and char-
acter which indicates to the board that the applicant may be
competent to practice engineering, and who passes or has
passed the required written examination in the fundamentals of
engineering, and the required written examination in the prin-
ciples and practice of engineering. The board may require
that the above experience in engineering work be completed
prior to admission to the examination in the principles and
practice of engineering. Should the board permit the examina-
tion to be taken at an earlier date, then the applicant may be
required to pass an oral examination as determined by the
board. Upon passing such examinations, the applicant shall
be granted a certificate of registration to practice engineering
in the commonwealth, provided he is otherwise qualified.
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(c) An applicant, having satisfactorily completed a four-
year college curriculum in engineering or in related science
other than the ones approved by the board and eight years or
more of progressive experience in engineering work of a char-
acter and grade which indicates to the board that the applicant
may be competent to practice engineering, and who passes or
has passed the required written examination in the funda-
mentals of engineering designed to show knowledge and skill
approximating that obtained through graduation in an ap-
proved four-year engineering curriculum, and the required
written examination in the principles and practice of engineer-
ing, shall be granted a certificate of registration to practice en-
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50 gineering in the commonwealth, provided he is otherwise
51 qualified. However, where an applicant is permitted by the
52 board to be admitted to the examination in the principles and
53 practice of engineering prior to completion of the above ex-
-54 perience, the board may require that the applicant pass an
55 oral examination as determined by the board before issuing a
56 certificate of registration.
57 (d) An applicant having completed twelve years or more of
58 progressive experience in engineering work of a character and
59 grade, including five years or more in responsible charge of en-
GO gineering work, which indicates to the board that the applicant
61 may be competent to practice engineering, and who passes or
62 has passed the required written examination in the funda-
63 mentals of engineering designed to show basic engineering
64 knowledge and skill and the required written examination in
65 the principles and practice of engineering and an oral examina-
66 tion when required by the board may be granted a certificate
67 of registration to practice engineering in the commonwealth,
68 provided he is otherwise qualified.
69 (e) An applicant, with a specific record of at least twenty
70 years of lawful practice in engineering work, of which at least
71 ten years have been in responsible charge of important en-
72 gineering work, and of a grade and character which indicates
73 to the board that the applicant may be competent to practice
74 engineering and who has passed an oral or written examina-
75 tion in the principles and practice of engineering, and is other-
76 wise qualified, shall be registered to practice engineering in the
77 commonwealth.
78 (/) Undergraduate study in an engineering curriculum ap-
79 proved by the board as being of satisfactory standing may be
80 considered as engineering experience on an equivalent full-time
81 basis up to a maximum of three years in computing the number
82 of years of experience in engineering work in clauses (d) and (e)
83 of this subsection.
84 (g) Engineering teaching in a college or university offering
85 an approved engineering curriculum of four years or more may
86 be considered as engineering experience
87 (2) As a land surveyor:
88 (a) A person holding a Bachelor of Science degree in an ap-
89 proved curriculum and presenting evidence satisfactory to the
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90 board that, in addition thereto, he has had at least four years
91 of combined office and field experience in land surveying with
92 a minimum of three years’ experience in responsible charge of
93 land surveying projects under the supervision of a registered
94 land surveyor and who has passed the oral and written exam-
-95 inations as required by the board.
96 (6) A person holding two years of formal education in an ap-
-97 proved curriculum above high school level with at least sixty
98 semester credit hours passed or equivalent quarter-hours, or
99 the equivalent approved by the board, and presenting evidence ~

100 satisfactory to the board that in addition thereto, he has had*
101 at least six years of combined office and field experience in land
102 surveying with a minimum of four years’ experience in re-
-103 sponsible charge of land surveying projects under the super-
-104 vision of a registered land surveyor and who has passed the
105 oral and written examinations as required by the board.
106 (c) A person who has a specific record of twelve years or more
107 of lawful practice in surveying work of a character satisfactory
108 to the board and who passes the required written examinations,
109 which shall include questions on laws, procedures and practices
110 pertaining to practices in the commonwealth, and passes an
111 oral examination at the discretion of the board may be granted
112 a certificate of registration to practice surveying provided he
113 is otherwise qualified.
114 (d) A person holding a certificate of registration to engage
115 in the practice of land surveying issued on comparable qualifi-
-116 cations from a state, commonwealth, territory, or possession of
117 the United States, will be given comity consideration. How-
-118 ever, he may be asked to take such examinations as the board
119 deems necessary to determine his qualifications, but in any
120 event he shall be required to pass the required written exam-
-121 ination of not less than four hours’ duration, which shall in-
-122 elude questions on laws, procedures and practices pertaining to
123 practice in the commonwealth.
124 (e) Undergraduate study in a surveying curriculum approved
125 by the board as being of satisfactory standing may be consid-
-126 ered as surveying experience on an equivalent full-time basis
127 up to a maximum of two years in computing the number of
128 years of experience in surveying work in clauses (6) and (c) of
129 this subsection.
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(3) Certification: The board shall certify those persons who
have passed written or oral examinations and shall specify the
nature and type of the examination passed in such certification.

130
131
132

The board may certify persons who have passed appropriate
examinations and who have education and or experience quali-
fications satisfactory to the board as follows:

133
134
135

(a) A graduate of an approved engineering curriculum of
four years or more who has passed the board’s eight-hour writ-
ten examination in the fundamentals of engineering shall be
certified or enrolled as an eingneer-in-training, if he is otherwise
qualified.

136
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*l4O
(5) An applicant having satisfactorily completed a four-year

college curriculum in engineering or in related science other
than the ones approved by the board and a specific record of
four or more years of experience in engineering work of grade
and character satisfactory to the board, who passes the board’s

141
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eight-hour written examination in the fundamentals of engineer-
ing shall be certified or enrolled as an engineer-in-training, if
he is otherwise qualified.

146
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(c) A graduate of an approved land surveying curriculum
of four years or more who has had in addition thereto at least
two years of combined office and field experience in land sur-
veying, with a minimum of one year in responsible charge of
land surveying procedures under the supervision of a regis-
tered land surveyor, and who has passed the written examina-
tions required by the board shall be certified or enrolled as a
land surveyor-in-training, if he is otherwise qualified.

149
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(d) An applicant having at least two years of formal educa-
tion in an approved curriculum above high school level with
at least sixty semester credit hours passed, or equivalent quarter
hours, or the equivalent approved by the board, and who pre-
sents evidence satisfactory to the board that in addition thereto
he has had at least four years of combined office and field ex-
perience in land surveying with a minimum of two years in
responsible charge of land surveying projects under the super-
vision of a registered land surveyor, and who has passed the
written examinations required by the board shall be certified
or enrolled as a land surveyor-in-training, if he is otherwise
qualified.
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(e) All of the examinations above required may be taken169
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during the period of formal education or subsequently either
prior to or following completion of the required experience.
Upon completion of required experience, the board shall then
certify the applicant as an engineer-in-training or a land sur-
veyor-in-training.

170
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No person shall be eligible for registration as a professional
engineer or land surveyor, or for certification as having satis-
factorily completed oral or written examination who is not of
good character and reputation.

175
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The board shall determine the duration, date, place and
content of all writeen examinations. Registered engineers
land surveyors may take examinations required for registration
hereunder without prejudice to their present registrations.

179
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The execution, as a contractor, of work designed by a pro-
fessional engineer, or the supervision of the construction of such
work as a foreman or superintendent shall not be deemed to
be the practice of engineering.

183
184
185
186

The fact that an applicant for registration by the board is
not at the time of application practicing his profession shall
not of itself make him ineligible for such registration.

187
188
189

Section 6. Section 81K of said chapter 112, as appearing
in section 5 of said chapter 584, is hereby amended by striking
out the second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
following paragraph:

1
9

3
4

The registration fee for professional engineers shall be thirty
dollars, which shall accompany the application. The regis-
tration fee for land surveyors shall be twenty dollars, which
shall accompany the application. In addition there shall be a
fee of five dollars for each four-hour written examination and a
fee of ten dollars for each eight-hour written examination which
fees shall accompany the application for such examination.

5
6
/

8
9

10
11

Section 7. Section 81L of said chapter 112 is hereby
amended by striking out the second paragraph, as
in section 6 of said chapter 584.

1
9

6

Section 8. The first paragraph of section 81M of said
chapter 112, as appearing in section 7 of said chapter 584, is
hereby amended by striking out the third, fourth and fifth

1
9

3
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4 sentences and inserting in place thereof the following two sen-
-5 tences: In the case of a registered land surveyor, the cer-
-6 tificate shall authorize the practice of land surveying. Cer-
-7 tificates ofregistration shall show the full name of theregistrant,
8 shall have a serial number, and be under seal of the board.

1 Section 9. Said section 81M of said chapter 112 is hereby
2 further amended by adding the following paragraph:
3 Plans, specifications, plats and reports whenever stamped
4 with the seal of a registered professional engineer or land sur-

5 veyor shall be signed by the registrant named thereon. The
6 use of a facsimile signature stamp shall not be deemed to
7 comply with this section.

1 Section 10. Section 81N of said chapter 112, as amended
2 by section 1 of chapter 472 of the acts of 1960, is hereby fur-
-3 ther amended by striking out, in line 9, the word “four” and
4 inserting in place thereof the word: six, by striking out,
5 in line 12, the word “six” and inserting in place thereof the
6 word: eight, and by striking out, in line 13, the word
7 “eight” and inserting in place thereof the word: ten.

1 Section 11. Section eighty-one Oof said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twelve is hereby repealed.

1 Section 12. Section 81P of said chapter 112, as appearing
2 in section 2 of chapter 643 of the acts of 1941, and renumbered
3 by section 9C of chapter 722 of the acts of 1941, is hereby
4 amended by inserting before the first paragraph the following
5 paragraph;
6 The board shall have the authority to reprimand a regi
7 trant and to suspend the registration of a registrant for a
8 limited period to be specified in such suspension order for any
9 fraud, deceit, gross negligence, incompetence, misconduct, or

lO felony in the practice of engineering or land surveying or any
11 crime involving moral turpitude.
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