
HOUSE . 1426

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

AN Act providing for registration of qualified voters on
ELECTION DAY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 103 Q the following sec-
-3 tion:—
4 Section 103R. Registration on Election Day.—Any person who
5 meets the lawful qualifications for voters as set forth in section
6 one of chapter fifty-one but who has not registered to vote may
7 register and vote in all state and city elections, including pri-
-8 maries, on election day by following the procedure set out in
9 this section.

10 (a) All registration on election day, and voting by persons
11 who have so registered, will take place at a central location in
12 each city or town to be selected by the registrars of voters
13 preferably the city or town hall.
14 (h) Each person who applies to register and vote must
15 present clear proof of identity. He must also make a sworn
10 statement, using forms provided by the registrar, that he has
17 resided in the city or town in which he wishes to register for
18 the preceding six months. If the applicant is listed on the
19 official street list compiled under the provisions of section six
20 of chapter fifty-one, that listing shall be prima facie proof of
21 residence; provided that an applicant may be required to pre-
-22 sent proof that he has since continued to reside at the same
23 location. If an applicant is not listed on the official street list,
24 he shall be required to present proof that he presently resides
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25 within the particular city or town and has resided there for
26 the previous six months, and has resided within the common-
-27 wealth for the preceding year. Such proof shall include, but is
28 not limited to, official government documents, motor vehicle
29 operators’ license, social security check, or bills from public
30 utilities.
31 (c) If the registrar is satisfied as to an applicant’s qual-
-32 ifications and residence, he shall enter the applicant’s name
33 on a separate list of newly-registered voters, and assign him a
34 particular number on said list. Such person shall then be is-
-35 sued an official paper ballot, upon the reverse side of which the
36 registrar shall clearly mark in ink the voter’s registration
37 number. In a primary, a newly-registered voter may choose
38 any party affiliation and shall receive the ballot of that party.
39 Such person shall cast his vote in accordance with law in the
40 same manner as all other voters using official paper ballots.
41 His ballot shall be placed in a box or boxes containing only
42 the ballots of other newly-registered voters, and shall be
43 counted in accordance with law in the same manner as all other
44 votes. All such ballots shall remain segregated following the
45 official tally. A list of the names and addresses of all newly-
-46 registered voters, indexed by ward and precinct, shall be
47 made available to the public immediately following election
48 day. Any person may challenge a newly-registered voter’s
49 qualifications or residence within fifteen days after election
50 day, in the manner otherwise provided by law. If such chal-
-51 lenge is upheld, the challenged voter’s ballot shall be selected
52 by number and removed from the ballot box, and his vote
53 stricken from the official tally of each office or question on
54 which he voted. Such challenges shall be decided finally by
55 the registrar within thirty days after election day. Such chal-
-56 lenges shall not delay the certification of election results unless
57 it appears to the certifying authority that the number of chal-
-58 lenges, if upheld, will be sufficient to alter the result for a
59 particular office or question.
60 (d) If the registrar is not satisfied that an applicant meets
61 the lawful qualifications and residence requirements, he shall
62 immediately inform the applicant of this conclusion and the
63 reasons for it. Such person shall then, if he so requests, be
64 issued an official paper ballot. Such person shall be allowed to
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65 mark his choices on the ballot, in the same manner as all other
66 persons using official paper ballots. Each such ballot shall then
67 he placed in a sealed envelope, which shall in turn be placed
68 within another sealed envelope, on the front of which the reg-
-69 istrar shall write in ink the name and address of the appli-
-70 cant as stated in his sworn statement, along with the term
71 “Denied.” Such ballots shall not be counted nor mixed with
72 any other ballots. Any person whose application for registra-
-73 tion is not accepted, and who casts a ballot in the manner pro-
£i vided in this paragraph, may within five days after election
75 day petition the board of registrars to enter his name on the
76 registration list and count his ballot. The board shall review
77 on its merits the decision of the registrar. If the board finds
78 that the applicant was legally entitled to vote, they shall re-
-79 move his ballot from the sealed envelopes and count it in the
80 official tally in accordance with law. All findings of fact by
81 the board shall be final, unless they are entirely unsupported
82 by evidence.
82 The filing of petitions as provided in this paragraph shall
83 not delay the certification of election results unless it appears
84 to the certifying authority that the number of petitions, if
85 upheld, will be sufficient to alter the result for a particular
86 office or question.

1 Section 2. The secretary of the commonwealth is hereby
2 authorized to effectuate the provisions of this act by the pro-
-3 mulgation of appropriate rules and regulations.




