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By Mr, MacKenzie of Wareham, petition of Thomas H. Driscoll for legisla-
tion to establish a program of state aid to regional tourist associations for the
promotion and expansion of travel and tourism in the Commonwealth. State
Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act to establish a program of state aid to regional tour-
ist ASSOCIATIONS THROUGH REIMBURSEMENT BY THE COMMON-

WEALTH FOR FUNDS EXPENDED BY SUCH ASSOCIATION IN PROMOT-
ING AND EXPANDING TRAVEL AND TOURISM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. It is hereby determined and declared as a mat-
-2 ter of legislative finding and policy.
3 (1) that welfare of this commonwealth and of its cities and
4 towns will be enhanced by the development and expansion of
5 the tourism industry in all parts of the commonwealth.
6 (2) that the historical, natural and recreational resources
7 of the commonwealth are presently underdeveloped and under-
-8 utilized to the detriment of the economic vitality of the com-
-9 monwealth and its inhabitants because many potential tourists

10 have not been made aware of these resources through the
11 available public media;
12 (3) that past events have demonstrated that the non-profit
13 regional tourist associations of the commonwealth have the
14 ability and capacity to prepare and disseminate advertising
15 and promotional material concerning their areas of the com-

-16 monwealth, but are unable, acting alone and without public
17 assistance, to carry on advertising or promotional campaigns
18 adequate in size and impact to attract persons in sufficient
19 numbers to insure the economic health and well being of the
20 tourism industry in the commonwealth; and
21 (4) that it would be in the public interest to expand the
22 flow of tourists and vacationers to the commonwealth, and that
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23 the expenditure of public funds to promote and advertise the
21 historic, natural and recreational resources of the common-
-25 wealth would be for a public purpose.

1 Section 2. Chapter 23A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 10 the following section:—
3 Section 11. Subject to appropriation of funds therefor, the
1 department shall annually provide grants equal to fifty per
5 cent of the expenses actually incurred for advertising and
6 promoting the use of the historic, natural and recreational
7 resources of the commonwealth or region thereof for vacation
8 and tourist purposes during the prior calendar year by the
9 regional associations the chief executive officers of which shall

10 be members of the advisory committee on vacation travel
11 established by section six; provided that such regional asso-
-12 elation is non-profit organization or association and provided
13 that the annual grant to any one regional association shall not
14 exceed fifty thousand dollars. Annually each eligible tourist
15 association desiring to receive funds hereunder shall submit
16 to the department a budget and plan for the year indicating
17 its proposed expenditures for advertising and promotional ac-
-18 tivities for vacation and tourist purposes. This budget and plan
19 shall be reviewed and approved by the commissioner with such
20 amendments as he shall deem appropriate and may be sub-
-21 sequently altered or amended with the commissioner’s approval.
22 The department may loan to the regional association on such
23 security as it deems appropriate and at an interest cost of
24 per cent per annum the amount which such approved
25 budget and plan indicates will be the commonwealth’s grant
26 at the end of the year. Loans shall be repayable from grant
27 funds, or in any event within eighteen months.
28 Grants hereunder shall be made by the department only upon
29 presentation of receipted vouchers accompanied by an explana-
-30 tion of the purposes of the expenditure indicating adherence
31 to the approved plan and budget satisfactory to the commis-
-32 sioner. No grant shall be based upon amounts paid for the
33 compensation or expenses of any director, officer or employee
34 of a regional association, nor upon expenditures which do not
35 reflect an increase above amounts actually expended for such
36 advertising and promotional purposes during the calendar year
37 of nineteen hundred and sixty-eight.


