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By Mr. Cain of Wilmington, petition of Ralph Cooper relative to the manu-
facture and sale of bedding, upholstered furniture, stuffed toys and related
products. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act relative to the manufacture and sale of bedding,
UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE, STUFFED TOYS AND RELATED PRODUCTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 272 of chapter 94 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amended by chapter 514 of the acts of 1965 is hereby
3 further amended by striking out said section and insterting
4 in place thereof the following section:—
5 Section 272. Xo person shall manufacture or sell at whole-
-6 sale or retail or otherwise, directly or indirectly, make, re-
-7 pair, renovate or offer or expose for sale, or have in his poses-
-8 sion with intent to sell, any stuffed toy or article of new up-
-9 bolstered furniture or bedding which can be used by human

10 beings, if it is made of any new material which is hidden or
11 concealed by fabric or any other covering, unless such article
12 is plainly labeled as provided in this law, and prescribed by
13 the department.
14 Xo person shall, at wholesale or retail or otherwise, directly
15 or indirectly, sell or have in his possession with intent to sell
16 any filling material or other component parts to be used or
17 which can be used in upholstered furniture, bedding or suffed
18 toys, unless such material is plainly labeled with a tag or
19 other marking as provided in this law and prescribed by the
20 department.
21 Xo person shall, directly or indirectly, sell in this com-
-22 monwealth, at wholesale or retail, any article of upholstered
23 furniture or bedding, or any stuffed toy or any filling material
24 or other component part to be used or which can be used in
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25 upholstered furniture, bedding or stuffed toys manufactured
26 out of the commonwealth, unless it is labeled in accordance
27 with the provisions of this law and fully complies with all
28 the requirements of this law.
29 All labels required by this law shall be securely attached
30 to the article during the process of manufacture at the factory.
31 Such labels shall be fixed in such position that they may be
32 conveniently examined and shall be in accordance with the
33 rules and regulations pertaining to labeling promulgated
31 under authority of this law.
35 For the purposes of this section, possession of any article
36 of bedding or of upholstered furniture or of any tilling ina-

37 terial not labeled as provided herein, by any person engaged
38 in the business of manufacturing, selling or offering for sale
39 any such article shall be prima facie evidence that such article
40 is being manufactured, repaired, renovated or is offered or
41 exposed for sale in violation of the provisions of this section.
42 The label shall show or state:—
43 (1) Whether the concealed materials are new. If the ma-
-44 teriasl are wholly new, the heading shall read “All New
45 Material”.
46 (2) An accurate description of the kind of material used
47 for filling including an accurate statement as to the percent-
-48 age of the components of said filling material in accordance
49 with the regulations of the department. In the case of feathers
50 and down and mixtures thereof or articles containing such
51 mixtures, the label shall specify the kind of fowl from which
52 feathers and down were obtained and the physical condition
53 of such feathers and down. In the case of mattresses, uphol-
-54 stered furniture or stuffed toys containing hair, the label shall
55 specify the animal source of such hair. In all regulations re-
-56 quiring percentages to be specified upon the labed, the depart-
-57 ment may include generally accepted tolerances.
58 (3) If sterilized, the statement “Contents Sterilized”.
59 (4) The serial number of the manufacturer, assigned by the
60 department.
61 Every person who repairs or renovates bedding, for any
62 owner or customer or for his own or tenant’s use, upon re-
-63 ceiving each article for such repair or renovation, shall inline-
-64 diately securely affix a tag of identification showing the owners
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or dealer’s name, address and date upon which it was received,
and when completed, shall attach the “Owner’s Material” label
prescribed by the department.
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The department is hereby authorized to prescribe the word-
ing, form style, size, material, lettering, tolerances, require-
ments or any changes on labels in order to carry out the pro-
visions of this law.
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The department may issue regulations permitting reci-
procity of registration or permit numbers with such states
having such a requirement.
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It shall be a violation of this law to use in the description
on any label any false or misleading term or designation, or
or term or designation likely to mislead.
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Every person, except the purchaser for his own use, or an
inspector in the performance of his duties under this law, who
attempts to remove, or does remove, deface, alter, or causes to
be removed, the label or any mark or statement placed upon
any upholstered furniture or bedding under the provisions of
this law shall be guilty of a violation of this law.
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No person shall manufacture for purposes of sale, sell, offer

or expose for sale, or have in his possession with intent to sell,
any article of bedding, consisting in part of metal which has
previously been used, or any upholstered spring bed, box spring,
studio couch, davenport, day bed, bed spring, metal bed, metal
folding bed, metal couch, metal cradle, metal bassinet or simi-
lar article designed for the use of persons when sleeping or
reclining, consisting in whole or in part of metal which has pre-
viously been used, unless such article is plainly and perma-
nently marked or tagged “Secondhand metal used in this article”
and unless, if any such article is enclosed in a bale, box, crate
or other receptacle, there shall be plainly marked upon such
receptacle, or upon a tag securely attached thereto, a state-
ment that the contents of such receptacle are marked as herein
required. In the case of springs which have not previously
been used, said springs shall be labeled as “New Material”.
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1 Section 2. Section 273 of said chapter 94 as most recently
amended by chapter 348 of the acts of 1961 is hereby further
amended by striking out said section and inserting in place
thereof the following new section:—
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5 Section 273. No person shall engage in the business of steri-
-6 lizing articles or filling materials referred to in sections two
7 hundred and seventy to two hundred and seventy-six, inclu-
-8 sive, without first obtaining a license from the department.
9 No sterilizer located outside the commonwealth shall ship

10 his product into the commonwealth without first obtaining a
11 license from the department. No manufacturer, dealer or dis-
-12 tributor shall receive or purchase any feathers, down or hair
13 for use in the renovation or repair of any article of bedding
14 or upholstered furniture from a sterilizer who is not licensed
15 as provided in this section.
16 Every such person shal apply for a license and set forth
17 the place where the sterilizer’s apparatus will be located, the
18 type and kind of equipment to be used, the names and ad-
-19 dresses of the true owners of the sterilizing establishment and
20 such other data as the department may from time to time
21 require.
22 The department shall cause an investigation to be made
23 and if it is satisfied that the apparatus will comply with the
24 regulations of the department made pursuant to sections two
25 hundred and seventy to two hundred and seventy-six, inclu-
-26 sive, the license shall be issued.
27 Inspection shall be made from time to time to determine
28 whether the sterilizer is fully and faithfully complying with
29 all of the provisions of this law and with the regulations
30 promulgated by the department with respect to sterilization.
31 No person shall use any material to make any article of
32 bedding or upholstered furniture for sale that is made from
33 material that comes from an animal or fowl, unless such ma-
-34 ferial has been thoroughly sterilized by a process approved
35 by the department.
36 Every article of upholstered furniture or bedding from any
37 private or public hospital, jail or other institution or which
38 has been used by any person suffering from an infectious or
39 contagious disease, shall be sterilized before it is repaired
40 or renovated.
41 New or sterilized articles of upholstered furniture or bed-
-42 ding or materials shall at all times be kept separate from any
43 articles or materials that are unsterilized or contaminated.
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Articles containing animal fibers, hair, wool, feathers, or
down, or other component parts to be used or which can be
used in upholstered furniture or bedding, received from out-
side of this commonwealth shall comply with all the sterili-
zation provisions of sections two hundred and seventy to two
hundred and seventy-six, includsive, before it is accepted,
sold or delivered, either directly or indirectly by any person.
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Section 3. Chapter 270 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by adding after section 16 the following new sec-
tion ;

1
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3
4 Section 11. No secondhand filling materials shall be used in

the manufacture of any article of bedding, upholstered furni-
ture or stuffed toys.”

5
6
i Any person who uses secondhand tilling materials in viola-

tion of this section shall be punished by a tine of not less than
ten or more than five hundred dollars.
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