
HOUSE . No. 3624
By Messrs. LaFontaine of Gardner and Ambler of Weymouth, petition of

Raymond M. LaFontaine and Robert B. Ambler that provision be made for funds
for consumer representation by the Consumers’ Council in hearings held before
the Department of Public Utilities. Commerce and Labor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act providing funds for consumer representation by

THE CONSUMERS’ COUNCIL IN HEARINGS HELD BEFORE THE DE-
PARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 6of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 after section 115 the following section
3 Section 115A. The expenses of any investigation, proceeding
4 or appeal conducted by the Consumers’ Council in accordance
5 with chapter 773 of the acts of 1963, and all expenses of litiga-
6 tion, including appeals, arising from such investigation or hear-
-7 ings, shall be borne by the public utility involved in or otherwise
8 affected by such investigation, hearings or proceeding as a special
9 franchise tax, in addition to all other taxes imposed by law, and

10 such expenses with interest at six per cent per annum, may be
11 charged to operating expenses and amortized over such period
12 as the department of public utilities shall deem proper and be

allowed for in the rates to be charged by such utility. When any
14 such investigation, proceeding or litigation is instituted by the
15 said Consumers’ Council, the Consumers’ Council may call upon
16 the department of public utilities to require the utility in ques-
-17 tion to deposit such a reasonable sum or sums, as said Con-
-18 sumers’ Council may deem necessary from time to time until the
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19 said proceeding or litigation arising therefrom is completed, the
20 money so paid to be deposited with the treasurer and receiver-
-21 general of the commonwealth to the credit of the appropriation
22 account known as 03 Account services, Non-employees
23 and be disbursed in the manner provided for by law for other
24 expenditures of the commonwealth for such purposes as may be
25 approved by the Consumers’ Council.
26 Any unexpended balance of such sum or sums so deposited
27 shall be returned to the utility depositing the same; provided,
28 that the amount expended by the Consumers’ Council in any
29 investigation, proceeding or rate case shall not exceed one-hali
30 of one per cent of the existing valuation of the company in-
-31 vestigated, and that the amount expended in all other investiga-
-32 tions shall not exceed one-tenth of one per cent of the existing
33 valuation for any one company in any one year.


