
HOUSE . No. 3915
By Mr. Walsh of Boston, petition of Robert H. Quinn (Attorney General) and

Joseph B. Walsh for legislation to regulate the use of snowmobiles and similai
vehicles. Public Safety.

% In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act regulating the use of snowmobiles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 The General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
2 chapter 90C the following new chapter:
3

Snowmobiles and Similar Vehicles.4

7 “Commissioner”, the commissioner of natural resources.
8 “Operate”, to ride in or upon and control a snowmobile.
9 “Snowmobile”, any motorized vehicle designed for travel

10 primarily on snow or ice, steered by wheels, skis, runners, or
11 belts.
12 Section 2. Except as otherwise provided, no snow traveling-
-13 vehicle shall be operated within the jurisdiction of the com-
-14 monwealth unless registered by the owner as provided in this
15 chapter. The commissioner is authorized to register and
16 assign a registration number to all snow traveling vehicles,
l7 upon application and payment of a fee of four dollars by the
18 owner for the initial registration and three dollars annually
19 for renewal registration. A registration shall be valid for one
20 year commencing July first of each year.
21 Section 3. Such registrations shall be issued by agents as
22 designated by him and shall be in such form as the commis-

5 Section 1. In this chapter, unless the context otherwise re-
-6 quires, the following words shall have the following meanings:
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23 sioner may determine. The registration certificate shall be
24 subject to inspection by any law enforcement officer on demand
25 and shall be on the vehicle at all times when in operation.
26 The registration number assigned to said vehicle shall be
27 displayed on each side of the snowmobile in such form and
28 manner as prescribed by the secretary of the commonwealth.
29 Whenever ownership is transferred or the use of a snow
30 traveling vehicle for which a registration certificate has already
31 been issued is discontinued, the old registration certificate
32 shall be properly signed and executed by the owner showing
33 that the ownership of the snow traveling vehicle has been
34 transferred or its use discontinued and returned to the secre-
-35 tary of the commonwealth within ten days of said event. If
36 there is a change of ownership of a snow traveling vehicle for
37 which a registration certificate has previously been issued,
38 the new owner shall apply for a new registration certificate
39 and set forth the original number in the application. He shall
40 pay the regular fee for the particular snow traveling vehicle
41 involved. The holder of any registration certificate issued
42 under this section may obtain a duplicate from the department
43 upon application and payment of the fee of one dollar. A
44 replacement number shall be furnished upon payment of a fee
45 of one dollar.
46 Section 4- A number once awarded under this chapter to a
47 snow traveling vehicle remains with that vehicle until the
48 vehicle is destroyed, abandoned or permanently removed from
49 the Commonwealth.
50 Section 5. No registration shall be required for a snow
51 traveling vehicle owned and operated over the snow on land
52 on which a person lives or on lands to which he has a con-
-53 tractual right or which he is domiciled; for a vehicle operated
54 by a commercial ski area for the purpose of packing snow or
55 for rescue operations thereon, unless the vehicle is required to
56 cross a public way during such operation and then such registra-
-57 tion certificate shall be required; on a snow traveling vehicle
58 owned by the Federal Government, a state government or
59 subdivision thereof.
60 Section 6. Any person who is in the business of selling said
61 snow' traveling vehicles in the commonwealth shall register as a
62 dealer and secure a dealer’s license from the commissioner.
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63 Said license shall permit him to demonstrate these snow
64 traveling vehicles for the purpose of sale only and do not need
65 to be individually registered. He shall display his dealer’s
66 number on each such snow traveling vehicle being demon-
67 strated. Upon the sale of said snow traveling vehicle it is then

the owner’s responsibility to register said snow traveling vehicle.68
69 The dealer’s license fee shall be ten dollars annually from
70 each July first.
71 The commissioner may issue temporary numbers and regis-

c* 72 tration to bonafide dealers who request them under such rules
73 as he may deem necessary and shall receive fifty cents for each
74 temporary plate.
75 Upon the sale or exchange by a dealer of any snow traveling
76 vehicle which requires numbering, the new owner may secure
77 from him a temporary number and registration to operate said
78 vehicle for a period of ten consecutive days only after the date
79 of sale in lieu of a permanent number as required in section five,
80 provided that the owner shall make application on the date of
81 sale for a certificate of number by the secretary of the common-
82 wealth. Said application and fee for certificate of number
83 together with a copy of the temporary registration issued by
84 the dealer, shall be forwarded by said dealer to the secretary
85 of the commonwealth within forty-eight hours after the date
86 of sale of said vehicle. The dealer shall affix the temporary
87 number to the vehicle in a conspicuous place and shall clearly
88 mark thereon the date issued, date of expiration and his
89 dealer’s number.
90 The temporary number is nontransferable and must be
91 conspicuously displayed on the vehicle. The operator of said
92 vehicle must have the temporary registration at all times while
93 the vehicle is in operation. After the expiration of the ten-day
94 period, the owner must remove and discard the temporary
95 number and display the permanent number assigned by the

- 96 secretary of the commonwealth in accordance with section three
97 Section 7. No person shall operate a snow traveling vehicle
98 upon controlled access highways or within the right-of-way
99 limits thereof.

100 No person shall operate a snow traveling vehicle upon the
101 main traveled portion, or the plowed snow banks, or of any
102 other public way, with the following exceptions:
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103 1. Crossing ways. Properly registered snow traveling ve-
104 hides may cross, as directly as possible, public ways, except
105 controlled access highways, provided that such crossing can be
106 made in safety and that it does not interfere with the free
107 movement of vehicular traffic approaching from either direction
108 on such public way. It shall be the responsibility of the
109 operator of a snow traveling vehicle to yield the right-of-way to
110 all vehicular traffic upon any public way before crossing same.
11l 2. Adjacent to a 'public way. Whenever it is impracticable
112 to gain immediate access to an area adjacent to a public way £

113 where a snow traveling vehicle is to be operated, said snow
114 traveling vehicle may be operated adjacent and parallel to
115 such public way for the purpose of gaining access to the area of
116 operation. Tins subsection shall apply to the operation of a
117 snow traveling vehicle from the point where the same is un-
118 loaded from a motorized conveyance to the area where the
119 snow-traveling vehicle is to be operated, or from the area
120 where operated to a motorized conveyance when such loading
121 or unloading cannot be effected in the immediate vicinity of
122 the area of operation without causing a hazard to vehicular
123 traffic approaching from either direction on said way. Such
124 loading or unloading must be accomplished with due regard to
125 safety, at the nearest possible point to the area of operation.
126 Under no circumstances, except as provided, is a snow
127 traveling vehicle to be operated on the main traveled portion
128 of a way, or that portion of a way that has been plowed or on
129 a snow bank immediately adjacent to the plowed portion of the
130 way, unless such operation is conducted for the sole purpose of
131 crossing said way as provided for in subsection one.
132 3. Other portions. Snow traveling vehicles may operate on
133 that portion of a public way that is not maintained or utilized
134 for the operation of conventional motor type vehicles,
135 Section 8. 1. Reckless operation. —lt is unlawful for any
136 person to operate any snow traveling vehicle recklessly. •

137 2. Operating under influence. —lt is unlawful to operate any ■
138 snow traveling vehicle while intoxicated or at all under the
139 influence of intoxicating liquor in any place.
140 3. Operating to endanger. —lt is unlawful for any person to
141 operate any snow traveling vehicle so as to endanger any person
142 or property.
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4. Prudent speed. —lt is unlawful to operate any snow
traveling vehicle except at a reasonable and prudent speed for
the existing conditions.

143
144
145

5. Age restriction for operation. No person under the age of
fourteen years shall operate such snow traveling vehicle when
crossing any public wray maintained for travel. No operator’s
license shall be required for crossing such public way.

146
147
148
149

6. Noise. No person shall operate a snow traveling vehicle
without an adequate muffler or operate in such a manner as to
cause a harsh, objectionable or unreasonable noise.

150
151
152

7. Operation on land of another. Registration of a snow-
mobile does not constitute license to operate said vehicle on
private land. Any person who operates a snowmobile upon the
land of another shall stop and identify himself upon the request
of the landowner or his duly authorized representative, and, if
requested to do so by the owner orrepresentative, shall promptly
remove said snowmobile from the premises.

153
154
155
156
157
158
159

8. Firearms. —No person, other than a law enforcement
officer or a licensed hunter during hunting season, shall operate
any snowmobile on public lands while transporting a firearm
or bow.

160
161
162
163

9. Wildlife. No person shall operate an}" snowmobile in a
way to harrass deer, bear, or other wild animals or birds.

164
165
166 Section 9. The Commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations

which are not inconsistent with this statute on the following
matters:

167
168
169 1. Use and operation. Regulations governing the use and

operation of snowmobiles to ensure the safety of persons,
property and wildlife, and to preserve adequate lands for
unmotorized winter recreation. The commissioner under this
section shall designate snowmobile trails, areas from which
snowmobiles are to be excluded, and areas of unrestricted use
with due regard for the protection of wildlife and the main-
tenance of substantial areas free of motor winter traffic. Any
established organization of snowmobile operators, landowners,
farmers, or conservationists has standing to contest rules under
this section.

170
171
172
173
174
175
176

• 177
178
179
180 2. Equipment. ■— Regulations governing safety equipment

including type, quality and quantity of such equipment.181
182 3. Temporary registrations. Regulations providing for is-

suance of temporary registrations.183
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184 The commissioner shall have the authority to adopt or
185 amend such regulations as he deems necessary to carry out the
186 intent and purpose of this chapter.
187 Such action shall be subject to the following:
188 1. Public hearing. Set a time and place for a public hear-
189 ing and publish notice thereof in the state paper at least seven
190 days prior to said hearing date including the location, time and
191 place and substance of said hearing.
192 2. Adoption or amendment. After holding said hearing he
193 may adopt or amend any or all of said proposed regulations.
194 3. Publication. —He shall publish the so adopted rules and
195 regulations in the state paper.
196 4. Effective date. Said rules and regulations shall become
197 effective the day following publication in the state paper and
198 shall have the full force of law.
199 Section 10. This chapter shall apply to the operation of
200 snowmobiles on brooks, streams and great ponds.
201 Section 11. The operators of any snowmobile involved in an
202 accident upon a public way resulting in injuries to or death of
203 any person or property damage to the estimated amount of
204 one hundred dollars or more, or some person acting for him or
205 the owner of said snow traveling vehicle having knowledge of
206 the accident should the operator of same be unknown, shall
207 immediately give notice of the accident to the nearest state
208 police field office, or to the sheriff’s office within the county
209 wherein the accident occurred, or to the office of the police
210 department of the municipality wherein the accident occurred.
211 Any such accident occurring in any place other than on a
212 public way shall be reported as soon as possible to the nearest
213 warden of the department of inland fisheries and game.
214 Section 13. Any person who violates this statute or any rule
215 or regulation promulgated by the commissioner hereunder shall
216 be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars,
217 or six months in the house of corrections, or both, for each
218 offense. The commissioner may suspend, or revoke the regis-
219 tration of any snowmobile operated in violation of this statute
220 or any rule or regulation hereunder.


