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The Massachusetts Common Core of Learning
What is the Purpose of the Common Core of Learning?
.n
-

The Common Core of Learning sets forth the broad goals for education identifying
what students should know and be able to do. The goals reflect what citizens
highly value and see as essential for success in our democratic society. The
purpose of the Common Core of Learning is to provide a focus for improving
education in the Commonwealth.
Parents of students ask:
What is my child's school trying to teach?
What is my child learning in school?
How is my child doirrg?
Educators ask the same questions in a different way:
What are the broad goals of public education?
What are the specific curriculum areas to be learned?
How can we accurately measure student progress toward achieving these goals and
mastering this curriculum?
The answers to these questions represent the three steps in a comprehensive process which will
result in improved education opportunities for every student in the Commonwealth. The
Massachusetts Common Core of Learning sets broad goals for education and is the first step in the
process of education reform. The second step is the development of state curriculum frameworks
for the areas of the arts, English, foreign languages, health, history and social studies, mathematics,
and science and technology. These frameworks will contain academic content standards which
establish a basis for objective measurement. The third step is the development of an assessment
system to evaluate student performance and measure the success of schools.
Every sector of the Massachusetts community has contributed to the drafting of the Common Core
of Learning. A 40-member Commission representing the diversity of the Commonwealth worked
from September 1993 through June 1994 to gather and analyze ideas, wi,th the aim of setting high
goals for all Massachusetts students. Over 15,000 people communicated with ,the Commission,
which was guided by what it heard. The Commission members agreed that high expectations for
all students are based on the belief that all children can become lifelong learners and meet high
standards.
Improving education in Massachusetts is a long-term process and requires an ongoing commitment
by our society. The goals stated in the Common Core should be achieved during the elementary
and secondary school years by all students. Further, these goals must be sustained throughout
one's lifetime. Individuals must think and communicate, gain and apply knowledge, and work and
contribute to society, not only during the school years, but also in the workplace or at home after
formal schooling is completed.
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What Beliefs Form the Basis of the Common Core of Learning?
-

-

-

-

---

In November of 1992, the Board of Education stated that the mission of public
education in Massachusetts is to "provide each and every child with the values,
knowledge and skills needed to achieve full potential in his or her personal and
work life and to contribute actively to the civic and economic life of our diverse and
changing democratic society."
The Massachusetts Board of Education believes that all children can become
lifelong learners and meet high standards. This guiding belief is the basis for
establishing high expectations for teaching and learning in the Commonwealth.
The goal is for all to lead productive, fulfilling, and successful lives in our complex,
diverse and changing world.
If students are to succeed in the 21st century and meet the future's challenge:
They must recognize the importance of education as a lifelong effort.
They will need to communicate effectively with others through
reading, writing, speaking, computing, the arts and technology.
They will need to respect and understand people of different
backgrounds in our diverse society.
They will need to understand environmental and other issues with
worldwide implications.
They will need to make informed decisions for themselves, their
families, their communities and our country.
They will need to contribute to our society.
They will need to take responsibility for their own behavior.

In the 1950's, high school graduates could feel reasonably certain that school had prepared
them adequately for lifetime jobs in American industry, jobs that would provide them with
economic security. Today, due to global competition, new technologies and work methods,
jobs are changing at such an accelerating pace that high school can no longer provide all the
education one needs for life. Everyone needs to become a lifelong learner who can adapt to
change and challenge and be prepared for the jobs and opportunities of the future.
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While manual typewriters constituted high technology in offices and schools only a short time
ago, now computers, electronic networks, expanded telephone services and other
technological tools are essential in the workplace. These tools must become standard within
every classroom to ensure that all students and teachers have the opportunity to apply and
extend their skills and knowledge.
The television age began only forty years ago. Today, students are inundated with complex,
often contradictory, messages from diverse media. Students must become skilled at
organizing, analyzing, and making sense of the vast information they receive. They must
learn to evaluate arguments, spot hidden messages, analyze evidence, differentiate between
fact and opinion, and make comparative judgments.
We believe it is essential that all students be held to high standards of achievement in
reading, writing, speaking standard English, mathematics and science, history and the arts.
Failure to do so denies students the opportunity to participate fully in our society and
economy.
We believe that all students should learn or maintain a second language, beginning in
elementary school, and should be expected to master that language. This expands
opportunities to communicate with others, to work in an increasingly competitive worldwide'
economy, and to understand the diversity of cultures.
Not so long ago, most Americans did not worry about their environment. Now, with the
global population explosion, worldwide industrialization, increased use of natural resources
and the degradation of rain forests and agricultural land, students need to develop skills to
analyze the environmental issues that face them today and that will challenge them
tomorrow.
We believe that the quality of each student's future will depend on his or her ability to gain
and apply knowledge. An expanding base of knowledge in essential subject areas enables
students to be effective and productive individuals, workers and citizens throughout life.
Linking skills and knowledge acquired across the disciplines is crucial to student success in
school and in the workplace of tomorrow. Strong study and work habits prepare students to
be productive learners and workers.
In recent years our family and neighborhood structures have broken down, the sense of
corr~munityhas diminished, and the social fabric of our civilized society has been torn by
violence, disrupted by substance abuse and undermined by neglect. Our society must
restore essential values of compassion, courage, honesty, justice, perseverance, respect,
and self-discipline at home, in school and in the workplace. We all must learn to get along
with others, work cooperatively, participate in our communities and avoid and prevent
violence.
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This Common Core of Learning is key to realizing a new state of excellence in education in
Massachusetts. To achieve this excellence, we share a responsibility to take these actions:
I.

Our Commonwealth and society must foster a climate that honors education,
encourages academic achievement, and rewards hard and thoughtful work.

2.

Our Commonwealth, municipalities and citizens must fulfill their joint obligation to
support the public schools financially at the level necessary to ensure equal education
opportunities so that all students can achieve at high levels.

3.

School systems must provide opportunity and support for quality professional
development for all educators so that they can reach their full potential in a vital,
changing and challenging profession.

4.

Our public schools and neighborhoods must become environments in which all
children can study, learn and play in safety.

5.

Families and other community members must be active participants in the education
process by volunteering in school, mentoring students, encouraging studies, and
strengthening informal learning through reading and outside learning activities.

6.

Schools must have access to the newest technology and sufficient number of
computers and other tools so that teachers and students can prepare for the
technological society in which they will work and live.

7.

The Massachusetts business community must play an active role with the schools in
encouraging student mentoring, school-to-work programs, and other innovative ways
to make education relevant for students.

8.

Our higher education system and public schools must build alliances to enhance their
overall quality and foster innovation in teaching.

9.

Public policymakers for programs serving families and children must coordinate their
resources so that children come to school ready to learn. Children must have the
nutrition and health care needed for healthy minds and bodies, and they must have
access to high quality preschool programs. Their families must have access to the
training and support they need to help their children learn.

10.

Our society must expect significant commitment and effort by our children and their
families to make the process of learning succeed. Students must recognize that the
quality of their lives as adults is dependent on their education. They must give priority
to academic studies over television viewing, employment during the school year, and
after-school activities.
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The Massachusetts Common Core of Learning
Thinking and Communicating

All students should:
READ, WRITE AND COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY

Read and listen critically for information, understanding and enjoyment.
Write and speak clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in standard English.
Distinguish fact from opinion, identify stereotyping and recognize bias.
Read, write and converse in at least one language in addition to English.
USE MATHEMATICS, THE ARTS, COMPUTERS AND
OTHER TECHNOLOGIES EFFECTIVELY

Apply mathematical skills to interpret information and solve problems.
Use the arts to explore and express ideas, feelings and beliefs.
Use computers and other technologies to obtain, organize and communicate information and
to solve problems.
DEFINE, ANALYZE AND SOLVE COMPLEX PROBLEMS

Make careful observations and ask pertinent questions.
Seek, select, organize and present information from a variety of sources.
Analyze, interpret and evaluate information.
Make reasoned inferences and construct logical arguments.
Develop, test and evaluate possible solutions.
Develop and present conclusions through speaking, writing, artistic and other means of
expression.
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Gaining and Applying Knowledge
All students should:
ACQUIRE, INTEGRATE AND APPLY ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE
Literature and Language
Read a rich variety of literary works including fiction, poetry, drama and nonfiction from
different time periods and cultures, relating them to human aspirations and life experiences.
Analyze implications of literary works, and communicate them through speaking, writing,
artistic and other means of expression.
Know and understand the development and structure of English and other languages and
how learning another language fosters appreciation of peoples and cultures.
Mathematics, Science and Technology
Know and understand major mathematical concepts such as measurement, estimation,
quantity, probability and statistics; and explore the relationship of mathematics to other areas
of knowledge.
Recognize and use patterns, construct mathematical models, represent and reason about
quantities and shapes, draw accurate conclusions from data, and solve, justify and
communicate solutions to problems.
Apply the fundamental principles of the life sciences, physical sciences, earthlspace
sciences and the science of technology to analyze problems and relate them to human
concerns and life experiences.
Investigate and demonstrate methods of scientific inquiry and experimentation.
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Social Studies, History and Geography
Know and make connections among important historical events, themes, and issues;
recognize the role the past has played in shaping the present; and understand the process
by which individuals and groups develop and work within political, social, economic, cultural
and geographic contexts.
Synthesize and communicate information about important events and fundamental concepts
in Massachusetts, United States and world history, including historical documents such as
the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of Rights, Federalist Papers, and the
Gettysburg Address.
Know important information regarding the physical environment and understand concepts
such as location and place, critical features of a region, demographic trends and patterns,
and the relationship between people and the environment.

Visual and Performing Arts
Know and understand the nature of the creative process, the characteristics of visual art,
music, dance and theatre, and their importance in shaping and reflecting historical and
cultural heritage.
Analyze and make informed judgments regarding the arts.
Develop skills and participate in the arts for personal growth and enjoyment.

Health
Know basic concepts of human development, mental health, sexuality, parenting, physical
education and fitness, nutrition and disease prevention, and understand the implications of
health habits for self and society.
Make informed and responsible judgments regarding personal health, including avoidance of
violence, tobacco, alcohol, drugs, teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.
Develop skills and participate in physical activities for personal growth, fitness, and
enjoyment.
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Working and Contributing

All students should:
STUDY AND WORK EFFECTIVELY

Set goals and achieve them by organizing time, work space, and resources effectively.
Monitor progress and learn from both successes and mistakes.
Manage money, balance competing priorities and interests, and allocate time among study,
work and recreation.
Work both independently and in groups.
Work hard, persevere and act with integrity.
DEMONSTRATE PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY

Accept responsibility for one's own behavior and actions.
Know career options and the academic and occupational requirements needed for
employment and econorr~icindependence.
Treat others with respect and understand similarities and differences among people.
Learn to resolve disagreements, reduce conflict and prevent violence.
Participate in meaningful community and/or school activities.
Understand the individual's rights, responsibilities, and role in the community, state and
nation.
Understand how the principles of democracy, equality, freedom, law and justice evolve and
work in society.
Analyze, develop and act on informed opinions about current economic, environmental,
political and social issues affecting Massachusetts, the United States and the world.
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How Can We Make the Common Core of Learning Succeed?

We all have to work together to make the Corrlmon Core a success. With this Common
Core of Learning, Massachusetts has established broad goals for all students. 'The Board of
Education believes that all students can reach these goals. Students, parents, educators
and our entire society all share responsibility to ensure that:
STUDENTS are in school ready to study and leam.
STUDENTS recognize the importance of education ttlroughout their lives.
FAMILIES AND EDUCATORS encourage curiosity, love of learning and pride in a job well
done so that children can be active seekers of knowledge and dedicated learners throughout
their careers and lives.
FAMILIES AND EDUCATORS nurt~.~r-e
confident children, so they are able to face the
challenges of a rapidly changing world.
FAMILIES AND EDUCATORS cultivate integrity and respect so that children can contribute
to their families and society.
EDUCATORS provide opportunities for students to learn and apply knowledge in everyday
situations and assist students in developing good work and study habits to prepare them for
the transition to the world of work.
EDUCATORS strengthen the ability of students to understand and communicate effectively
with others, by providing daily opportunities to develop communication skills and apply them
to real-world problems and issues.
EDUCATORS encourage the involvement of families, business and community members by
fostering active education partnerships, including mentoring.
EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY LEADERS develop climates of safety in schools and
environments that encourage high achievement and reward hard work.
SCHOOLS are models for democracy and order, exemplifying the principles of equality and
justice, and the fair application of rules.
COMMUNITIES AND THE COMMONWEALTH fulfill their joint obligation to support the
public schools, libraries, other education resources and services for children at a level and
with a commitnient to ensure equal education opportunities.

The Massachusetts Common Core of Learning

July 1994

Page 9

