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By Mr. Dukakis of Brookline (by request), petition of William R. Baird for
legislation to repeal certain laws prohibiting abortions and permitting dissemi-
nation of birth control information. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy.

An Act repealing certain laws prohibiting abortions and
PERMITTING DISSEMINATION OF BIRTH CONTROL INFORMATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows

if the General Laws is hereby
ctions 19, 20, 21 and 21A and
following four sections: —

1 Section 1. Chapter 272
2 amended by striking c
3 inserting in place thereof the
4 Section 19. The following- words and phrases as used in

and twenty-one A unless a
required by the context, shall

5 sections twenty, twenty-one
6 different meaning is plainly
7 have the following meanings
8 “Birth control device”, any drug, medicine, mixture, prepa-

device of whatsoever nature as9 ration, instrument, article or
10 intended to prevent conception or pregnancy.
11 “Prescriptive birth control devices”, birth control means
12 which are designated by the Federal Drug Administration to
13 warrant prescription by a licensed medical physician, includ-
-14 ing pills, interuterine device, diaphragm, hormonal injections,
15 cervical cap.
16 “Non-prescriptive birth control devices”, birth control
17 means which are designated by the Federal Drug Administra-
-18 tion not to be accompanied by a prescription from a licensed
19 physician, including prophylactics, contraceptive foams,
20 creams and jellies, suppositories, and douches.
21 Section 20. Birth control information may be disseminated
22 by properly trained personnel of organizations, including
23 welfare agencies, health agencies, public nurses, chartered
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!4 non-profit groups, and all public advertising media, including
television, radio, newspapers, and magazines.25

Prescriptive birth control devices may be distributed by26
27 duly licensed physicians. Sale of prescriptive articles shall

be made only by pharmacies, registered within the common-28
wealth, or physicians, duly licensed under the laws of the29

20 commonwealth.
Non-prescriptive contraceptive devices may be sold and

distributed at retail outlets and distributed through social
Ifare agencies, and may be sold in vending machines

24 located in public places or in places in which the public has
acce,

36 Section 21. The state department of public welfare and theif

7 department of public health of any city, town or county may

38 provide and pay for, and each such county and city or town
39 health department and the public welfare department may
40 offer any family planning and birth control services to
41 anyone who is a public welfare recipient and any person who
42 might have an interest in and benefit from such services,
43 Refusal of any person to accept family planning or birth
44 control services shall in no w7ay effect the right of such persons
45 to receive public assistance or to avail himself of any public
46 benefits. In any case where the recipient does not speak the
47 English language, the services shall be provided in the
48 language that the recipient understands.
49 Section 21A. Whoever violates any provision of sections
50 twenty, twenty-one or twenty-one A shall be punished by a
51 fine of not more than five hundred dollars.

1 Section 2. The provisions of this act shall be liberally
2 construed to protect the rights of individuals to pursue their
3 religious beliefs, to follow the dictates of their own conscien-
-4 ces, to prevent the imposition upon any individual of prac-
-5 tices offensive to the individual’s moral standards, to respect
6 the right of every individual to self determination in the
7 procreation of children, and to insure a complete freedom of
8 choice in pursuance of his constitutional rights.


