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SPEAKING OUT O N  EDUCATION 

Learning is a lifetime activ:iy The world before (our children) is iinyredictable and 
the hope IS that our schdols will provide them wit/? ihe tools to continue to leurn 
grow an3 adapt 
Parent, Subiirban Bdston 

One siibject I feel I m lack~ng in 1s my kn~?~t/ledge of the American Government 
I think edch student should know the basics before graduating 
Student, Central hiassachusetts 

"Children should devt?lop the ability to reason ond solve prob1em.s b x e d  on solici 
informotion and facts. They should be able to differentiate between opinions, theo- 
ries and facts." 
Teacher, l,l/estern h1o.ssachu.setts 

M/e us a coir?:nunity need to teach our students to respect others 
Community Member, S~litheaSt A lassachusetts 

"When understood f ~ i l l y  and employed meaningfully the arts are crucial in helping 
sct?ools and students make connections bebeen imagination and learning, 
between thinking anci feeling, and between the self and the environment, and 
most in-~portantly between the individual and society" 
Superintendent, Northeast Massacl?usetts 

"Critical thinking should be one of the goals of all education, It is just as irnportant 
for critical thinking to be taught in Englisi-I and history courses as in science dnd 
rnath courses. The arts are an avenue for developing creative thought and critical 
thinking shills." 
Parent, Central Massachusetts 

"In the ideal world the .study of a foreign language would be~7.7in in kindergarten and 
continue for 7 3 years. The ability of American student,< to master a foreign Ianguoge 
will be even more important in the tuture t,han it is today If America is to compete in 
ths world economy we must have many people who can communicate in lan- 
guages other than English." 
Superintendent, Southeast Massachuseffs 

Students sl?ou/d be able to adapt t~ change, accept responsibility and have the 
skills necessary for lire and work " 

Parent, Central hlossachusefs 

Note: The italicized sections on the inside front and back covers are actual quotations from the thou- 
sands of people in Massachuseffs who gave comments a s  the Common Core of Learning was 
being wriffen in 1993 and 1994. 
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The Corrlrr~onwealth of Massachusetts 
Department of Education 
350 Main Street, Malden, Massachusetts 02148-5023 (61 7) 388-3300 

Robert V. Antonucci 
Commissioner 

(61 7) 388-3392 Fax 

Dear Friends, September, 1994 

The landmark Massachusetts Education Reform Act enacted in June of 1993 put many 
reforms in motion for Massachusetts' 900,000 public school students in 1800 schools. One 
important effort was the development of a statewide set of broad educational goals for all 
students. This set of goals, called the Massachusetts Common Core of Learning, is pre- 
sented in these pages. We are pleased to share it with you, tell you how it came to be 
written and how it fits into the Education Reform process. 

The Massachusetts Board of Education organized a Commission on the Common Core 
of Learning, and over nine months of work from September 1993 to June 1994 the forty- 
member Commission listened to the people of Massachusetts. Almost 2,000 written commu- 
nications were received, 16 hearings were held around the state, and in total we estimate that 
over 50,000 people participated either directly or indirectly in the development of the 
Common Core. This process resulted in major changes and improvements to early drafts, 
and there is no doubt the Commission received significant benefit from such unprecedented 
participation by the public in the educational policymaking process. 

The Commission's final draft was presented to the State Board of Education in June 
1994, and the Board received public comment and made further changes before unanimously 
adopting the Massachusetts Common Core of Learning in July 1994. 

The Common Core of Learning establishes broad goals and emphasizes that teaching 
and learning must be interdisciplinary. It can be used as a guide by educators, families, stu- 
dents, community members, school committees and school councils to examine and refine 
current educational expectations, goals, policies and practices at the local school level. 

When you read the Common Core of Learning, please consider the following questions: 

What can teachers and school leaders do to implement the Common Core goals for all 
students? 
How can classroom and school teaching practices best support interdisciplinary teach- 
ing? 
How can parents and families assist in making the Common Core succeed? How can the 
business community and the public at large help to ensure that students are prepared for 
the 21 st century? 

The Common Core of Learning is the first of three steps in a closely connected process. The 
second step will be specific and rigorous curriculum guides in seven academic areas to assist 
teachers, and the third step will be a comprehensive system to assess the performance of individ- 
ual students and schools, too. Through this process, the Board and Department of Education look 
forward to working in partnership with the Commonwealth's educators, families and all others as 
we strive to provide all our students with the knowledge and skills essential to their success. 
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WHAT IS  THE PURPOSE OF 
THE COMMON CORE OF LEARNING? 

- 

The Massachusetts Common Core of Learningits fozhe broad goals for education iden- 
tifyrng what students should know and be able to do. The goals reflect what citizens highly 
value and see as essential for success in our democratic society The purpose of the Common 
Core of Learning is to provide a focus for improving education in the Commonwealth. ~ 
PARENTS OF STUDENTS ASK: 

J What is my child's school trying to teach? 
J What is my child learning in school? 
J How is my child doing? 

EDUCATORS ASK THE SAME QUESTIONS I N  A DIFFERENT WAY: 

J What are the broad goals of public education? 
J What are the specific curriculum areas to be learned? 
J How can we accurately measure student progress toward 

achieving these goals and mastering this curriculum? 

The answers to these questions represent the three steps in a compre- 
hensive process which will result in improved education opportunities common 

Curriculum 
for every student in the Commonwealth. The Massachusetts common i Frameworks 

Core of Learning sets broad goals for education and is the first step in 
the process of education reform. The second step is the development of Student 
state curriculum ii-ameworks for the areas of the arts, Enghh, foreign 

I 
languages, health, W r y  and social studies, mathematics, and science 
and technology These fi-ameworks will contain academic content standard,s which establish a 
basis for objective measurement. The third step is the development of a comprehensive assess- 
ment system to evaluate each student's performance and to measure the success of schools. 

Every sector of the Massachusetts community contributed to the dmftmg of the Common Core 
of Learning. A 40-member Commission representug the diversity of the Commonwealth worked 
h m  September 1993 thou& June 1994 to gather and analyze ideas, with the aim of sethng 
hgh goals for all Massachusetts students Over 15,000 people communicated directly with the 
Commission, 35,000 more participated in local discussions and the Commission was guided by 
what it heard. The Commission members agreed that hgh expectations for all students are 
based on the belief that all children can become lifeong learnem and meet hgh stan* 

Improving education in Massachusetts is a long-term process and requires an ongoing com- 
mitment by our society The goals stated in the Common Core should be achieved during the 
elemen- and secondary school years by all students. Further, these goals must be sus- 
tained throughout one's life. Individuals must think and communicate, gain and apply 
knowledge, and work and contribute to society not only during the school years, but also in 
the workplace or a t  home aRer formal schooling is completed. 

JCC~ 

ucation 



W H A T  BELIEFS F O R M  THE BASIS O F  
THE COMMON C O R E  O F  L E A R N I N G ?  

In November of 1992, the Board of Education stated that the mission of public 
in Massachusetts is to provide each and every child with the values, knowledge and skills 
needed to achieve full potential in his or her personal and work life and to contribute 
actively to the civic and economic life of our diverse and changing democratic society 

The Massachusetts Board of Education believes that all children can become lifelong 
learners and meet high standards. This guiding belief is the basis for establishing high 
expectations for teaching and learning in the Commonwealth. The goal is for all to lead 
productive, fulfilling and successful lives in our complex, diverse and changing world. 

IF  STUDENTS ARE TO SUCCEED IN THE 21ST CENTURY AND MEET 
THE FUTURE'S CHALLENGE: 

J They must recognize the importance of education as a lifelong effort. 

J They will need to communicate effectively with others through 
reading, writing, speaking, computing, the arts and technology 

J They will need to respect and understand people of different back- 
grounds in our diverse society 

J They will need to understand environmental and other issues with 
worldwide implications. 

J They will need to make informed decisions for themselves, their 
families, their communities and our country 

J They will need to contribute to our society 

J They will need to take responsibility for their own behavior. 

In the 1950's, high school graduates could feel reasonably certain that school had pre- 
pared them adequately for lifetime jobs in American industry, jobs that would provide 
them with economic security. Today, due to global competition, new technologies and 
work methods, jobs are changing at such an accelerating pace that high school can no 
longer provide all the education one needs for life. Everyone needs to become a lifelong 
learner who can adapt to change and challenge and be prepared for the jobs and oppor- 
tunities of the future. 



While manual typewriters constituted high technology in offices and schools only a short 
time ago, now computers, electronic networks, expanded telephone services and other 
technological tools are essential in the workplace. These tools must become standard 
within every classroom to ensure that all students and teachers have the opportunity to 
apply and extend their skills and knowledge. 

The television age began only forty years ago. Today, students are inundated with com- 
plex, often contradictory, messages from diverse media. Students must become skilled at 
organizing, analyzing and making sense of the vast information they receive. They must 
learn to evaluate arguments, spot hidden messages, analyze evidence, differentiate 
between fact and opinion, and make comparative judgments. 

We believe it is essential that all students be held to high standards of achievement in 
reading, writing, speaking standard English, mathematics and science, history and the 
arts. Failure to do so denies students the opportunity to participate fully in our society 
and economy 

We believe that all students should learn or maintain a second language, beginning in 
elementary school, and should be expected to master that language. This expands oppor- 
tunities to communicate with others, to work in an increasingly competitive worldwide 
economy and to understand the diversity of cultures. 

Not so long ago, most Americans did not worry about their environment. Now, with the 
global population explosion, worldwide industrialization, increased use of natural 
resources and the degradation of rain forests and agricultural land, students need to 
develop skills to analyze the environmental issues that face them today and that will 
challenge them tomorrow. 

We believe that the quality of each student's future will depend on his or her ability to 
gain and apply knowledge. An expanding base of knowledge in essential subject areas 
enables students to be effective and productive individuals, workers and citizens through- 
out life. Linking skills and knowledge acquired across the disciplines is crucial to stu- 
dent success in school and in the workplace of tomorrow. Strong study and work habits 
prepare students to be productive learners and workers. 

~ In recent years our family and neighborhood structures have broken down, the sense of 
I 

I community has diminished and the social fabric of our civilized society has been torn by 
violence, disrupted by substance abuse and undermined by neglect. Our society must 
restore essential values of compassion, courage, honesty, justice, perseverance, respect and 

! self-discipline at home, in school and in the workplace. We all must learn to get along with 
others, work cooperatively, participate in our communities and avoid and prevent violence. 

The Common Core of Learning in this document is key to realizing a new state of excel- 
lence in education in Massachusetts. To achieve this excellence, we share a responsibili- 
ty to take action. 



+ WHAT ARE OUR RESPONSIBILITIES TO SUPPORT 
THE COMMON CORE OF LEARNING? n HOW 

CC 

+ Our Commonwealth and society must foster a climate that honors education, encourages 
academic achievement and rewards hard and thoughtful work. 

+ Our Commonwealth, municipalities and citizens must fulfill their joint obligation to sup- 
port the public schools financially at the level necessary to ensure equal education oppor- 
tunities so that all students can achieve at high levels. 

+ School systems must provide opportunity and support for high quality professional devel- 
opment for all educators so that they can reach their full potential in a vital, changing 
and challenging profession. 

+ Our public schools and neighborhoods must become environments in which all children 
can study, learn and play in safety 

+ Families and other community members must be active participants in the education 
process by volunteering in school, mentoring students, encouraging studies and strength- 
ening informal learning through reading and outside learning activities. 

+ Schools must have access to the newest technology and a sufficient number of comput- 
ers and other tools so that teachers and students can prepare for the technological soci- 
ety in which they will work and live. 

+ The Massachusetts business community must play an active role with the schools in 
encouraging student mentoring, school-to-work programs and other innovative ways to 
make education relevant for students. 

+ Our higher education system and public schools must build alliances to enhance their 
overall quality and foster innovation in teaching. 

+ Public policymakers for programs serving families and children must coordinate their 
resources so that children come to school ready to learn. Children must have the nutri- 
tion and health care needed for healthy minds and bodies, and they must have access to 
high quality preschool programs. Their families must have access to the training and 
support they need to help their children learn. 

+ Our society must expect significant commitment and effort by our children and their 
families to make the process of learning succeed. Students must recognize that the qual- 
ity of their lives as adults is dependent on their education. They must give priority to aca- 
demic studies over television viewing, employment during the school year, and after- 
school activities. 

We all have to 
Core of Learnir 
of Education bc 
tors and our en 

STUDENTS a 

STUDENTS rt 

FAMILIES A? 
well done so th 
throughout thei 

FAMILIES A1 
the challenges c 

FAMILIES A? 
contribute to th 

EDUCATORS 1 
day situations a 
them for the tra 

EDUCATORS 
effectively with I 

and apply them 

I 

I EDUCATORS 
members by fost 

EDUCATION P 
and environmen 

SCHOOLS are 
and justice, and 

COMMUNITII 
support the pub1 
at a level and wi 

open here t + open here 
6 



THE MASSAC 
education 
and skills 
:ontribute 
society 

le lifelong 
ihing high 
all to lead 
g world. 
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All students should: 

READ, WRITE AND COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY 

Read and listen critically for information, understanding and enjoyment. 

Write and speak clearly, factually, persuasively and creatively in standard English. 

Distinguish fact from opinion, identify stereotyping and recognize bias. 
'fort. 

Read, write and converse in at least one language in addition to English. 

USE MATHEMATICS, THE ARTS, COMPUTERS AND OTHER 
TECHNOLOGIES EFFECTIVELY 

Apply mathematical skills to interpret information and solve problems. 

Use the arts to explore and express ideas, feelings and beliefs. 

Use computers and other technologies to obtain, organize and communicate 
information and to solve problems. 

DEFINE, ANALYZE AND SOLVE COMPLEX PROBLEMS 

Make careful observations and ask pertinent questions. 

Seek, select, organize and present information from a variety of sources. 

1 had pre- 
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Analyze, interpret and evaluate information. 

Make reasoned inferences and construct logical arguments. 

Develop, test and evaluate possible solutions. 

Develop and present conclusions through speaking, Thinking 

writing, artistic and other means of expression. 



HOW 
C( 

I All students should. 

ACQUIRE, INTEGRATE AND APPLY ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE 

I Literature and Language 
Read a rich variety of literary works including fiction, poetry, drama and nonfiction from 
different time periods and cultures, relating them to human aspirations and life 
experiences. 

Analyze implications of literary works, and communicate them through speaking, writing, 
artistic and other means of expression. 

Know and understand the development and structure of English and other languages 
and how learning another language fosters appreciation of people and cultures. 

Mathematics, Science and Technology 
I 

Know and understand major mathematical concepts such as measurement, estimation, 
quantity, probability and statistics; and explore the relationship of mathematics to other 
areas of knowledge. 

Recognize and use patterns, construct mathematical models, represent and reason about 
quantities and shapes, draw accurate conclusions from data, and solve, justify and 
communicate solutions to problems. 

Apply the fundamental principles of the life sciences, physical sciences, earthlspace sciences 
and the science of technology to analyze problems and relate them to human concerns and 
life experiences. 

Investigate and demonstrate methods of scientific inquiry and experimentation. 

Gaining 
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Social Studies, History and Geography 

oordinate their 

Know and make connections among important historical events, themes, and issues; 
recognize the role the past has played in shaping the present; and understand the 
process by which individuals and groups develop and work within political, social, 
economic, cultural and geographic contexts. 

Synthesize and communicate information about important events and fundamental 
concepts in Massachusetts, United States and world history, including historical 
documents such as the Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of Rights, 
Federalist Papers and the Gettysburg Address. 

Know important information regarding the physical environment and understand 
concepts such as location and place, critical features of a region, demographic trends and 
patterns, and the relationship between people and the environment. 

Visual and Performing Arts 

Know and understand the nature of the creative process, the characteristics of visual art, 
music, dance and theatre, and their importance in shaping and reflecting historical and 
cultural heritage. 

Analyze and make informed judgments regarding the arts. 

Develop skills and participate in the arts for personal growth and enjoyment. 

Health 
have the nutri- 
t have access to Know basic concepts of human development, mental health, sexuality, parenting, 

ie training and physical education and fitness, nutrition and disease prevention, and understand the 
implications of health habits for self and society 

ldren and their 
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Make informed and responsible judgments regarding personal health, including 
avoidance of violence, tobacco, alcohol, drugs, teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

Develop skills and participate in physical activities for 
personal growth, fitness and enjoyment. Thlnking Galnlng 
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)F LEARNING 
Ail students should: 

STUDY AND WORK EFFECTIVELY 

Set goals and achieve them by organizing time, work space, and resources effectively 

Monitor progress and learn from both successes and mistakes. 

Manage money, balance competing priorities and interests, and allocate time among study, 
work and recreation. 

Work both independently and in groups. 

Work hard, persevere and act with integrity 

DEMONSTRATE PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND C I V I C  RESPONSIBILITY 

Accept responsibility for one's own behavior and actions. 

Know career options and the academic and occupational requirements needed for 
employment and economic independence. 

Treat others with respect and understand similarities and differences among people. 

Learn to resolve disagreements, reduce conflict and prevent violence. 

Participate in meaningful community andlor school activities. 

Understand the individual's rights, responsibilities and roles in the community, state and 
nation. 

Understand how the principles of democracy, equality, freedom, law and justice evolve and 
work in society 

Analyze, develop and act on informed opinions about current 
Thlnklng 

Qalnlng 
economic, environmental, political and social issues affecting 
Massachusetts, the United States and the world. 
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We all have to work together to make the Common Core a success. With this Common 
Core of Learning, Massachusetts has established broad goals for all students. The Board 
of Education believes that all students can reach these goals. Students, parents, educa- 
tors and our entire society all share responsibility to ensure that: 

STUDENTS are in school ready to study and learn. 

STUDENTS recognize the importance of education throughout their lives. 

FAMILIES AND EDUCATORS encourage curiosity, love of learning and pride in a job 
well done so that children can be active seekers of knowledge and dedicated learners 
throughout their careers and lives. 

FAMILIES AND EDUCATORS nurture confident children, so they are able to face 
the challenges of a rapidly changing world. 

FAMILIES AND EDUCATORS cultivate integrity and respect so that children can 
contribute to their families and society 

EDUCATORS provide opportunities for students to learn and apply knowledge in every- 
day situations and assist students in developing good work and study habits to prepare 
them for the transition to the world of work. 

EDUCATORS strengthen the ability of students to understand and communicate 
effectively with others by providing daily opportunities to develop communication skills 
and apply them to real-world problems and issues. 

EDUCATORS encourage the involvement of families, business and community 
members by fostering active education partnerships, including mentoring. 

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY LEADERS develop climates of safety in schools 
and environments that encourage high achievement and reward hard work. 

SCHOOLS are models for democracy and order, exemplifying the principles of equality 
and justice, and the fair application of rules. 

COMMUNITIES AND THE COMMONWEALTH fulfill their joint obligation to 
support the public schools, libraries, other education resources and services for children 
at a level and with a commitment to ensure equal education opportunities. 

4- open here 
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The Massachusetts Commission on the Common Core of Learning 
(September 1993-June 1994) 

Co-Chairs: Martin S. Kaplan, S r  Partner; Hale and Dorr 
p~ - 

Madelaine S. Marquez, Executive, Mt. Holyoke College 

Members: 

Robert V. Antonucci, Commissioner of Education 
Pamela Appleton, Principal, Salem Federal Street School 
Steven M. Bass, General Manager; WGBX Springfield 
J. Gary Bernhard, University Without Walls, Amherst 
Allyson Bowen, Student, Oakmont Regional H.S. 
Magda Cardoso, Student, New Bedford H.S. 
Harriette Chandler, Worcester School Committee 
Karla Baehr DeLetis, Superintendent, Wellesley Public Schools 
Linda Erdmann, Elementary Teacher, Harwich Elementary School 
Timothy Fadgen, Student, Clinton H.S. 
Thomas Forcella, Asst. Superintendent, Old Rochester School District, Mattapoisett 
Robert Fraser, Chairman, Boston Plan for Excellence in the Public Schools 
Virginia Freyermuth, Art Teacher; Duxbury and Massachusetts 1994 Teacher of the E a r  
Glenn Gabbard, Fed. Children w /Special Needs, Boston 
Michael Gallagher, Former Chair; Lowell Citywide Parent Council; Member of Lowell School Committee 
Linda L. Greyser, Education Consultant, former School Committee Chair: Wayland 
Jean Hamler, Intercultural Affairs Director, Stonehill College, North Easton 
James Hamos, Science Education Director, UMass / Worcester 
Frank Haydu, Smith, Barney, Shearson, Boston 
Clifford B. Janey, Chief Academic Officer; Boston Public Schools 
Brent Larabee, Chief of Police, Framingham 
Vivian Wai-Fun Lee, Center for Immigrant Students, Boston 
Augusta Leibowitz, Mathematics and Science Educator; North Adams State College 
Deirdre Loughlin, Supervisor of Staff Development, Worcester Public Schools 
J. Efrain Martinez, Elementary Principal, Gerena Community School, Springfield 
Wayne McAllister, Firefighter and Chair; Minority Parents Coalition, Brockton 
Marsha Friel McDonough, Superintendent, Greater Lawrence Tech. H.S. 
Rena Mirkin, Principal, Reading Memorial H.S. 
Katherine Moore, Special Ed. Teacher, North Shore Tech. H.S., Middleton 
Robert Murphy, President, Massachusetts Teachers Association, Boston 
Larry Myatt, Director; Fenway H.S., Boston 
Lynn Nadeau, Former Mathematics Teacher, Salem H.S. 
Maria Nguyen, Assistant Principal, Haruard-Kent School, Charlestown 
Susan Pikor, Elementary Principal, Kane School, Marlborough 
Michael Walker, Minister; Brockton 
Mary Alice Wilson, Five College / Public School Partnership, Amherst 
Linda Wing, Lecturer; Program Coordinator; Harvard School of Education, Cambridge 
Frank Yetter, Publisher; North Shore Weeklies, Melrose 

Department of Education Staff to the Commission 
Mary-Beth Fafard, Associate Commissioner of Education 
Carole Thomson, Executive Director; Education Improvement Group 
Marlene Biffar Melinda Coneys Jan Feldman Greg Nadeau Alan Safran Ann Silver 
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SPEAKING OUT O N  EDUCATION 

"There are at least two siibjects, iel~cted to law that L Y I - I ~  high school graduate 
should icnow fairly well.. . . It is obv~ously and critically important that citizens under- 
stand how the city counci!, the state legislature, Congress and the courts at differ- 
ent levels work For without such an under.standing, democracy itself cannot work 
Second, gradu0te.s must know American history.. .so that they understand some- 
thing about the nature of freedorn, how it relates to law and government, and what 
may be necessary to maintain it " 

Stephen Breyer, Chief Judge of the U S Court of Appeals, First Circuit 

"Knowing how to learn - that a, how to analyze and synthesize information, how to 
evaluate claims of truth - is  at least as important as possessing any specific body of 
knowledge at a given moment in a stiident',~ progression through school " 
Jean Dowdall, President, Siminons College 

"Personal qualities must be rsinforced, such as. responsibility for work to be done, 
discipline of being at school on time, integrity and honesty in ths way in which the 
work will be done, and finally sociability and tsarnwork in getting the job done " 
John Hamill, Presidsnt, Fleet Bank 

"The ediication of our young peopk inusi begin where they are, using their knowl- 
edge, experiences, cultures, and languages as the basis for their learning " 

Sonia Nieto, UMass/Arni-rerst, School of Education 

"If schools fail to teach them to read and write, they cannot teach them anything 
else, and worst of all, they rob thein of the ability to learn on their own A stiiaent 
who is tuliy literate, by contrast, is capable not merely of participating in the struc- 
tured education provided by a curriculum and a clas.sroom, but also of further inde- 
pendent selfeducation " 
John Silber, President, Boston University 

"Through lite!ature and art students can build the foiindation for living well 
Literature and art carry some fairly consistent messages about compassion, se1f-di.s- 
cipline, coulage, honesty perseverance, and justice " 

William F. Weld, Governor ot Llassachusetts 

"In an increasingly interdependent economy and complex marketplace, every high 
school graduate needs to be able to define a topic, conceptualize it, research and 
analyzcl it, and be able to present it in a clear and concise mannsr" 
Benaree Wiley, President The Partnership, lnc 

Teach students non ~/~olent ways to solve their difterences programs that utilize 
mediation techniyties such as conflict resoliition 
Beth Winship, Ask Beth Syndicated Colurnnist 

These are comments from some of the distinguished community leaders who presented their views 
on the Common Core of Learning at a major fwo day forum in Boston in January 7994. 
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